2" January 1916 Postcard from Brenchley to Russell
“Kingdley”
Godwin Road
Cliftonville
Margate

| am down here for atime to get ready for any pressure of work! Would you mind if
| stayed afew dayslonger & returned in the middle of next week instead of at the
beginning? | have made no arrangements yet & will of course return if you desire.
Y ours sincerely
W.E. Brenchley

Note from Dr R. Agreed —yes stay by all means

khkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

5th January 1916 L etter from G C Sawyer to Dunkley

A. Coy
28th (Res) Batt. R. F.
25 Leopold St.
Oxford
Please note change of address. If there are any letters to be forwarded — sorry we
have had to move as was very comfortable before, but apparently the diff companies
were previoudy too scattered
Yrs
G.CS.

khkkhkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

6" January 1916 L etter from Russell to Brenchley

Dr Winifred E Brenchley
Kingsley

Godwin Road
Cliftonville

Margate

Dear Miss Brenchley

| am not sure that | can manage either Wednesday or Thursday but if |
find that | can | will send awire, otherwise we shall have to go on Monday the 17
Inst.



We have had to stop your still from working at night. It has broken
down twice, making two bad floods, one of which, at any rate was only stopped in
time from doing considerabl e mischief

Trusting you are having agood time.
Yoursvery truly

khkkhkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

6" January 1916 L etter from Russell to K een

29| jeut Keen
Station House
Southend on Sea

My dear Keen

| hope you are progressing favourably, and beginning to feel fit again.

The fittings for your room are beginning to turn up, and if you get the chance
of running over for the day at any time you might do so in order to make sure that
every thing isgoing on all right. Certainly it isabeautiful looking place, and | am
also having one of the roomsin the basement so equipped that it could be converted
into aPhysical Laboratory if at any time circumstances should require this.

With kind regards and best wishes for the New Y ear
Yoursvery truly
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L etter from Dr Russell toK R Lewin 6" January 1916

2" Lieut. K.R.Lewin
7 D.CLL..
British Expeditionary Force

My dear Lewin

| was very pleased indeed to get your letter and hope that you will come
and stay with us for part of your leave when your people at home can spare you

Y our laboratory is getting on very nicely, and the fittings are now
beginning to arrive. | should like you to see them if you get the opportunity before
you go back so as to make sure that they are all right, and that everything isin order

Trusting you are having a good time and with kind regards and best
wishes for the New Y ear

Yoursvery truly
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9th January 1916 L etter from Keen to Dunkley
Lieut. B. A. Keen 1/5 Suffolk Regt
Att? 3/5 Suff Regt

Halton Park North Camp
Near Tring
Bucks

Sunday

My dear Dunkley

Asitissome address | have showed it all at thetop. You will seel am
back at work — although it isonly supposed to be “light duty” what with the beastly
mud & the fact that | am the only 1/5 officer back at present, | have as much as| can
manage. | intend if possible to get leave next week end ( from Saturday afternoon till
sometime Monday evening). If | am lucky to get it, | intend spending it at Harpenden
with Mrs Keen for several reasons; one of them is the fact mentioned in Dr Russdll’s
last |etter to me, that my fittings are beginning to turn up & hewould like meto run
over them. So | wonder if it would be possible for you to put us up for the time, or
failing this, do you know of any ‘digs that would be available for the week end? |
will let you know in good time if my leave is settled or not so as not to put you to any
inconvenience. Another reason for my Harpenden is that we are seriously thinking of
getting ahouse in Harpenden & we wish to “spy out the land”. | am counting on
Prescott for help in this matter in view of his recent experience!

With kind regards
Y ours sincerely
B A Keen
kkhkkkkkhkkkkikkkkk
9th January 1916 L etter from Keen to Russell

1/5 Suffolk Regt
Halton Camp North
Near Tring
Bucks

Dear Dr Russdll

Y our letter was forwarded on to me here, as | have commenced ‘light
duty’ with the 3/5 Suffolks. | believe Daish came here for aday or so before he
obtained an extension of hisleave. | wish | could get the same, for thisplaceis an
expanse of muddy steep hillsides, & huts!

| am trying to get next week end as leave & if | am successful | shall
cometo Harpenden & look over the laboratory fittings you mention. | am delighted
to hear that the work is going on so well, in spite of the trade dislocation
Y ours sincerely B A Keen



12" January 1916 Draft letter from Dunkley to Keen

Dear Lt. Keen
| received your letter of Sunday yesterday (Tuesday) & should have answered
it a once but Dr Russell asked to wait till he had an opportunity of asking Mrs
Russdll if they cd put you & Mrs Keen up for the two nights at the end of thisweek &
this morning he told me they would be able to do so & | think he has written to tell
you so. If he had not been able | shd have asked Mr Richards. Mr Prescott said he
wd have been pleased to take you but he has only about half of his home furnished.
| am sorry we shd not have been able to put you up as we have three men of
the 2/4™ Leicesters billeted with us 7 as you will realise Mrs Dunkley has her hands
pretty full. In addition our elder son may be home on leave from France for afew
days any time from the 15™.
| was surprised when | got your letter to find you were near Tring. There
are at least several Hertford men at that camp, including Bowden.
Both Dr H & Appleyard have been notified that there services may be
required by the London sanitary Co. in about afortnight.
Lt Buddin wasin herelast night. He had afew hoursleave. He has been
warned to hold himself in readiness to go out at any timeto the “East” in charge of a
section of 25 men.
Poor old Wilson isvery ill with heart trouble & | doubt whether he will

ever get to the Lab again.
With all good wishes for the new year
| am, Yourssincerely G.T.D.
kkhkkkkkhkkkkikkkkk
12" January 1916 L etter from Russell to Keen

2" Lieut. Keen

1/5 Suffolk Regiment
Halton Camp North
Near Tring

Bucks.

Dear Keen
| am very glad to hear that you are likely to be at Harpenden for next week-
end. Will you and Mrs Keen stay with us during that time? We should be very
pleased if you would. Please consider yourself free to make any arrangements you
like while at my house, as your time will not be long, and there are no doubt many
friends whom you would wish to see.
Yoursvery truly



New L aboratory fittings etc
12" January 1916
Should a hot water geyser be fitted in the lavatory?
If so what kind, asit hasto deal with very hard water

Ask Dr Hutchinson to settle size & position of gas & water suppliesto the new dark
room (12/1/16 Dr Hutchinson promised to see to this)

Distilled Water Room — what size should the pipe be for supplying steam to the still?
(not more than %2 pipe)
Also size of Water supply for cooling (1/2 inch)

Is asupply of water necessary to the steam oven in Weston ashing room? (Yes % inch
pipe would be ample0

Gas to Muffle sin sameroom (Yes—1” or 1v4* supply)

Radiator in Physicsroom - altering position of valve
Radiators in Photo roomW & N W project above bench. To be lowered

Engine & Rain water tank
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Letter from K R Lewin to Dr Russdll 20" January 1916
7 D.C.L.I.
B.E. F.

Dear Dr Russdll

Y our letter reached me after | had returned from leave. To my
disappointment | was unable to get to Harpenden during the all-too-brief time | was
in England

Asregardsthe fittings for the Laboratory. | have no doubt that you
will have noticed & rejected anything that isn’'t al right - from what | remember of
my specification it went fairly closely into detail.

What | regret was being unable to make an opportunity to seeyou &
al the workers at the Laboratory

At present we are in Corps Reserve, dolefully rendering an encore of
our performances on Salisbury Plain. We go back to the firing line in about three
weeks

| trust that you & Mrs Russdll & the children have had a pleasant
Christmas & will enjoy ahappy New Y ear
Y ours sincerely
K.R.Lewin

kkkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

Letter from Dr Russell toK R Lewin 25" January 1916

2" Ljeut. K.R.Lewin
7" D.CL.I.

B.E.F.

France

Dear Lewin

| am very sorry that we missed seeing you but | hope we shall have better
luck next time. | expect you had al your days fully occupied, and can quite
understand that there were none left over for us. Next time you are on leave | hope
you will run out here if you can possibly manage it, meantime | trust that you are not
having too rotten atimein the trenches; | hear that they are much drier than last year.

With kind regards
Yoursvery truly
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27" January 1916 Letter from C Lawrenceto Dunkley
Kimpton

Dear Sir
Just alineto say | am at Kimpton for afew weeksif you would kindly
forward the note to Lady Hampden | should be much obliged
Y ours faithfully

C Lawrence
kkkhkkkhkkhkkkkhkkkhkkkkk*k
29" January 1916 L etter from G C Sawyer to Dunkley
A. Coy.
28" (Res) Batt. R.F.
Etc.

Dear Dunkley

Many thanks for your letters received this morning; am sorry | did not
make it clear to you about the cheque; will you please have it paid in to Barclay &
Co’'sbank as | have an account with them at Harpenden. | was disappointed at not
finding you at the “desk of duty” last Saturday evening: | quite enjoyed my leave,
which would have been still better but for the wretched Sunday Service on the Mid.
Ry. asit was | walked to St Albans & caught the 8 o’ clock train & landed in Oxford
at 11.45; after that another 2 mile walk to the billet & then bed — up again at
6.30A.M.! | called round & saw Wilson last Sunday as | had heard that heis very
poorly, but was hardly prepared for such achange. How is your son getting on now —
wdll, | hope. Ishestill in France? Last Thursday | went to the local theatre, 1%
house, & as| was coming out | ran straight into Dr Eltringham, | hope to see him
again in the near future as we could do little more than exchange greetings there.
Have no news to tell just now — the exercise & marching still having a beneficial
effect, though rather monotonous in themselves

Kind regards
From yours sincerely

G. C. Sawyer
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29" January 1916 L etter from Russell to Lady Hampden

The Right Hon. Lady Viscountess Hampden
The Hoo, Welwyn
Herts

Dear Lady Hampden
May | ask if you will kindly see that the sum of £1, the value of the
cheque enclosed herewith, is handed over to Mrs C Lawrence, the wife of our
employee George Lawrence who is still on military service. She has| understand
recently returned to her home in Kimpton for afew weeks. She should sign the
enclosed receipt form and return it to me.
Y ours faithfully
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k

January 1916 Post card from Brenchley to Russell

“The Kingsley”

Godwin Road

Cliftonville

Margate

Your letter & card have just arrived. Could | meet you both next Wednesday or
Thursday (12" or 13") —then | could go with you to King’s College & return to
Harpenden afterwards. That would be than coming back to Rothamsted first.
Many thanks for card
Yours sincerely W E Brenchley

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

4" February 1916 L etter from Russell to H Salisbury

Messrs H Salisbury & Son
Leyton Road
Harpenden

Dear Sirs
Will you please supply and build into the wall you are just now erecting in
the Garden at the Laboratory House, on the side facing Mr Atkinson’s villas, a stone
of suitable size bearing the following inscription —
“This Wall is the property of the Lawes Agricultural Trust, 1916”
Yourstruly
E JRussell
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7th February 1916 Letter from Weizmann to Russell re Appleyard
Admiralty Laboratories
Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine
Chelsea Gardens, London, S.W.

Dear Russdll

Many thanks for your note of February 4th in which you recommend Mr
Appleyard so warmly. | have just written to him to say that | will bring his name
forward and that a salary of £250 per annum should be paid to him.
Thanking you once more,

| am,
Yoursvery truly
Ch Weizmann

Dr E JRussdll

Lawes Agricultural Trust

Rothamsted Experimental Station

Harpenden

kkhkkkkkhkkkkikkkikk

8" February 1916 L etter from Hutchinson to Dr Russell
Wyver
Spenser Road
Harpenden

Dear Russdll

| had areply from Hardy tonight to the effect that the Admiralty post
carrieswith it residence but not board. Heis unable to say anything about a
Commission. Asyou stated earlier in the evening this would mean some......... of
the cost of board whatever that may be, but in case there is no commission it also
introduces the question as to whether the Lawes Committee would regard such
bacteriological work as being “on active service”. In any discussions you may have
on the question, | should be glad if you would bear in mind that my present salary is
£350 & not £300 as Hardy believed.

| am very much inclined to call at the Admiralty tomorrow to make further

enquiries.

Y ours sincerely
H. B. Hutchinson

khkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkkx



11'" February 1916 Note from K een to Dunkley

Dear Dunkley

We hadn’t time to come over to the laby this afternoon. If any urgent
telegram etc. comes for me up to Sunday please telegraph contents to G E Station
House, Southend

Yrsever
B A Keen
kkhkkkkkhkkkkikkkikk
14" February 1916 Letter from A Bowden to Dunkley
3 Coleswood Road
Harpenden

Dear Mr Dunkley
Many thanks for your note | received on Saturday. | paid avisit to the
P.O. thisevening & had it entered.
| am sure Athelstan would wish me to express his thanks
Yours truly
A. Bowden
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k
15" February 1916 L etter from Weizmann to Russell
Ministry of Munitions of War
Department of Explosives Supplies
Admiralty Laboratories
Lister Institute
Chelsea Gardens, SW.

Dear Russdll

| understand from Dr Hutchinson with whom | had a conversation to-day,
that you think that our laboratory is a private one, in order to avoid any
misunderstanding | would like to inform you that we are a Government L aboratory
and are working under the Ministry of Munitions and the contracts are made with the
Ministry of Munitions.

| would rather like to get Dr Hutchinson as we are short of bacteriologists
and you may have read that the Government has taken over all the distilleries and
they will have to be controlled by bacteriologists for the purpose of the manufacture
of acetone. We are ready to offer Dr Hutchinson asalary of £300 and | think the
Board of Agriculture would complete hissalary to £350 in view of the fact that heis
doing war work. Dr Hutchinson tells me that Mr Horton would also like to do war
work and his name was sent on to me by the Ministry of Munitions. | would be very



glad to see Mr Horton as soon as he can come up to London. Asfor Mr Appleyard,
we expect him to come here and start work as soon as possible this week.
With kind regards
Yoursvery truly
Ch Weizmann
E JRussdll
Lawes Agricultural Trust
Rothamsted Experimental Station
Harpenden

khkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

16" February 1916 Letter from Russell to Weizmann

Professor Weizmann

Dear Weizmann

| was very glad to receive your letter which puts the whole matter on a
different footing. | was quite under the impression that your laboratory was a private
one. So far as| am concerned | would have been quite prepared for any of my people
to have gone to work under you, but | was not quite sure what view the Committee
would take on the matter; but thisis now perfectly smplified.

In regard to the pay you ought to take into account the fact that Dr
Hutchinson will be put to increased expenditure through working in London, and |
certainly think he ought to receive more than his present salary so asto cover this
extraexpense. That was my reason for asking for more money for Appleyard. Even
in times of peace our men of science are not overpaid, and their salaries therefore
leave very little margin for times like these. Under these circumstances | think he
ought to get an extra £100 per annum as sustenation allowance to cover the cost of
having to keep two establishments. This still leaves him adeficit of £50 per annum
which should be made up either by the Munitions Board or the Board of Agriculture.
| can approach the latter body, immediately the financial details are settled he would
be prepared to start.

| will ask Mr Horton to call and see you as early as possible.
Yoursvery truly

khkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkkx

19 February 1916

Sir,
| am commanded by My L ords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint
you, for the information of the Board of Agriculture, that the services of a



Bacteriologist are urgently required at the Naval Medical School, Greenwich, in order
to release aNava Medical Officer for general service, and that Mr H B Hutchinson,
at present employed in asimilar capacity at Rothamsted Experimental Station, has
been nominated by the Royal Society as suitable for the post. | am accordingly to
enquire whether the Board of Agriculture would be prepared to consent to the loan of
Mr Hutchinson's services to the Admiralty for the remaining period of the war.

It is assumed that in that event this gentleman’s salary would continue to be
paid by the Board, in accordance with the usual practice in such cases. He would be
provided with furnished quarters at Greenwich.

| am,
Sir,
Y our obedient Servant
(sgd) C Murray
The Secretary
Board of Agriculture
kkhkkkkkhkkkkikkkikk

20" February 1916 L etter from Keen to Dunkley
Halton Park West
Bucks

My dear Dunkley
Will you please note change of address from North to West Camp.
| received your P.C. to the effect that nothing came to the Laby for me
while | was on leave. | fully intended trolling down to see you all but the time went
more quickly than | anticipated & there was as it happened only just time to catch the
train. | am taking the house next to Campbellsin St James’ Road. It isquiteanice
little place with agood garden & ought to suit us very well. | wish this bally war
would wind up so that | could settle down there!
Yrssincerely
B A Keen

P.S. Let me have acopy of the annual report as soon as published.

kkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkx

21% February 1916 Draft letter from Dunkley to Appleyard

Dear Mr Appleyard

Mr Tweedie told me yesterday afternoon that all the bees he bought of
you were all dead, & | understand that all of Campbell’s with the exception of 1 hive
& he thought that too would soon succumb. Am | to hand him the £27?



Abbott’ s waterproofing factory just below here was completely burnt
out by afirewhich started about 3 amtoday. Therewas avery fierce blaze for an
hour or two. Trusting you like your new surroundings & work.

| am yours sincerely
G.T.D.

P.S. | will bear Mr Stephen’s namein mind if | have any enquiries about ...

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

21% February 1916 L etter from Gertrude Batesto Dunkley
Addenbrooke's
Dear Mr Dunkley
Please be an angel & redirect thisfor me. In great haste. | hope you
areall well
Yrssincerely
Gertrude Bates
kkhkkkkkhkkkkikkkikk
22" February 1916 Letter from Appleyard to Dunkley
11 Carlyle Sq.
Chelsea
S.W.
Dear Dunkley

Many thanks for your letter. | was sorry to hear abt: the factory. It would,
I’ve no doubt, create abit of astir. | have used up my cheque book & want anew
one. | have written to ask them to send me one, but they haven’t done so. Would
you kindly call in & explain how I'm fixed to Mr Barnes. It isimportant | should get
one before the week is out. | should esteem it afavour if you would be so good as to
buck them up. Perhaps they have forgotten about it!!!. | am settling down gradually.
Thework I’'m enjoying. Hope to have afew more Rothamsted friends here soon.
The best of luck
Yrssincerely
A Appleyard

kkkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx



22" February 1916 Letter from C Lawrenceto Dunkley
New Town
Codicote

Dear Sir
A lineto say mother has moved into another cottage as you will see by the

addressif you would kindly forward the money to Codicote | should be extremely
obliged

Y ours sincerely
C Lawrence
kkhkkkkkhkkkhkhkkkikk
22" February 1916 Postcard from W Buddin to Dunkley
Thanksvery much for card. ..... | amafraditisavery seriouslossfor the firm(?)

| understand that Archie Appleyardislodging at 11 Carlyle Square with half a dozen
of our officers but | have not met him yet. | am still lounging about & sleeping here.
My addressis:-

1% Sanitary Coy

Weslyan Schools

Manor Street, Kings Road

Chelsea, SW.

Yrs W.B.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k



239 February 1916 Letter from T H Middleton to Russell
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries
Whitehall Place
London, SW.

No. | 1384/18916

Sir,

| am directed by the President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheriesto
transmit herewith a copy of aletter which he has received from the Admiralty
regarding the loan of Dr Hutchinson's services to that Department for the remaining
period of the War, and | am to enquire whether the Committee of Management of the
Lawes Agricultural Trust are prepared to consent to Dr Hutchinson’s transfer, as
proposed.

| am,
Sir,
Y our obedient Servant
T H Middleton
Assistant Secretary
The Director
Rothamsted Experiemental Station
Harpenden
Herts

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

24" February 1916

Ref:- No. 1 1384/1916

The Secretary of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries
Whitehall Place,London, S.W.

Sir,

In reply to your letter of February 23 | beg to state that negotiations are
proceeding with the Ministry of Munitions with aview to Dr Hutchinson being taken
over in connection with the Acetone work. In this case the Ministry would pay the
whole of Dr Hutchinson's salary, so that there would be no charge either on the
Board's Grant or on our funds.

The negotiations are not quite completed, and should they break down we
should be prepared for Dr Hutchinson to undertake the bacteriological post indicated
in the letter from the Admiralty of February 19™. | think in this case, however, the
Admiralty should pay Dr Hutchinson's salary instead of securing his services for



nothing as they suggest in their letter; further, he ought to be allowed an extrasum to
cover the additional expense of living at Greenwich.
| am, Sir
Y ours faithfully

kkkhkkhkkkkkhkkikk%x

25 February 1916

Harpenden Urban District Council
Dear Sir
Exemption Claim
Edward Horton

| shall be obliged if you can furnish me with evidence that this Applicant has
been recommended for exemption by the Royal Society
Y ours faithfully
Chas. S Tuckey
Clerk to the Local Tribunal

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

26" February 1916 L etter from Dunkley to MrsMartin Smith

Mrs E Martin Smith
Codicote Lodge
Welwyn

Herts

Dear Madam
| should be grateful if you would pay the value of the enclosed cheque for
£1 to Mrs ClaraLawrence, as | understand she is now staying with her mother at New
Town, Codicote. | enclose the usual receipt form for her to sign and return
Y ours faithfully
G.T.D.
Secretary
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26" February 1916 L etter from Ministry of Munitions of War to
Russell re Appleyard

Ministry of Munitions of War
Department of Explosive Supplies
Storey’s Gate,
Westminster, SW.
Dear Sir,
Y our name has been given to me as areference by Mr. Alfred Appleyard,
who is under consideration for a post as a Chemist in the Department.
| should be much obliged if you will et me know, if possible by return, all
you can about this gentleman, and whether you consider him, both asto his persona
character and professiona qualifications, suitable for the proposed appointment.
Y ours faithfully

A. E. Taylor
Staff Bureau
Dr E JRussall
The Rothamsted Experimental Station
Harpenden
Herts
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k
26" February 1916 L etter from Russell to Tuckey reHorton

C STuckey Esg. M.A.
Local War Tribunal
High Street
Harpenden
Exemption of Edward Horton

Dear Sir
| reply to your letter | have written to the Secretary of the Royal Society to
ask him to forward aformal certificate in regard to Mr Horton
Y ours faithfully

kkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkx



26" February 1916

The Secretary of the Roya Society
Burlington House
London, SW.
Exemption from Military Service

Sir,

Would you be good enough to let me have a certificate of exemption on behalf of
Mr Edward Horton, Soil Chemist of this Laboratory. Heis shortly undertaking work
under the Ministry of Munitions in connection with acetone, but in the meantime he
has to put in his claim before the Local Tribunal

Y ours faithfully

kkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkkx

27" February 1916 Letter from Appleyard to Dunkley
11 Carlyle Square
Chelsea,
Sunday

Dear Dunkley

| should be exceedingly obliged if you would kindly ask Pearce to unearth
the two pair of puttees which are in the box of clothes he packed, so that they might
be sent to my brother who isin the Royal Flying Corps. Would you personally send
them off to the addresswhich | enclose. | will send you the postage by return
Dunkley

Address.

J. Appleyard No. 20852
24 A M Squadron B
Royal Flying Corps
Hut 8. Camp 24
Training Centre
Larkhill

Salisbury

| am going out with Mac today. | am aready fed up with the pavement & want to see
afew trees & abit of stock. By Jove, give me the Country Life. | don’t suppose |
shall belong heretho’. How isyour boy? Have you heard lately. Macdonald is
home. | met the family in town last week. Heislooking very fit. MacL ennan weighs
nearly 16 st. | went to Paddington to see Buddin off to Egypt last night. He seemed
in good spirits, but of course with his usua worried look. It was most exciting. Mac



Isslacking here at H.Q. By Jove it must be most demoralising. 50% of the Sanitary
Officers have been invalided, so I’'m not sorry now to be out of it.
| am of course very busy with my work at the Lister, and so far | have
enjoyed it immensealy. Thetraining will be most valuable. | don’'t care for town life
and shall be pleased to get away from London
Kind regards
Sincerely yours
A Appleyard
29" February 1916 Letter from Appleyard to Dunkley
Admiralty Laboratories
Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine
Chelsea Gardens
London S.W.

Dear Dunkley
Many thanks for the cheque and also for so kindly attending so promptly

about the matter mentioned in my last letter. | have endorsed the cheque and shall be
glad if you would pay it in for me. Yes, | was out with Mac on Sunday. Heison a
light duty and seems to be fed up with lounging about at Headquarters. | wish we
could get him on this acetone business for he would be most valuable. | am very glad
to know your son ishome. My kind regardsto him. We are extremely at the Lister
working night and day and so far there has been little but work & sleep for me. | am
feeling my feet more now, but shall be pleased when we get the business properly
organised. Dr Weizmann has this last few days produced benzene & toluene from
butyl alcohol wh. Is a by-product in the production of acetone. Thus the supply is
limited only by the rate at wh. plant can be laid down. Dr Thaysen is away at present
& asMac livesalong way off | don’t see much of him. On the other hand | have
littletime to spare. | hope everything is going well at Harpenden. Yes, don’'t worry
about my card Dunkley please. | hope to be in Harpenden before so very long when
we can talk matters over.

H.B. is apparently kept very busy and | haven’'t had much time to talk
to him. Everybody hereis rushed.

How is Grace? Give her my love please, and also all the Lab: friends.
| have had a policeman & two detectives round to see if | was a German spy. | think
that | satisfied them when | demonstrated my ability to talk broad Y orkshire. How
are my spring cabbages looking? Poor beggars they have no oneto care for them
now.

Kindly excuse more tonight | must get to bed

Kind regards
Yours sincerely



A Appleyard

How much postage for those puttees do | owe you?
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29" February 1916 Russell toHarrison, R.S.reHorton

Robert Harrison
Royal Society
Burlington House
London, SW.

Dear Mr Harrison
Mr Horton did not attest. Another of our chemists consulted to local
Salicitor, who gave it has his opinion that attestation was unnecessary. | enclose his
full qualifications, so that the matter can be brought before the Committee. He has
not got any badge. | did not take any steps at the time as | thought that by now he
would be working for the Admiralty, but he is not beginning work for them for
another three or four weeks, meanwhile the Local Tribunal intends to take his case on
Tuesday, March 7"
Yoursvery truly
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k

1% March 1916 L etter from Hutchinson to Dunkley

Spenser Road

Harpenden

Dear Dunkley
| enclose herewith cheque for £1 . 8 . 8 as payment for coal. If you are
likely to be having any more within the next fortnight or so, | shall be glad if you can
let me have one or two tons
Nowadays | find it impossible to get across during laboratory hours
Y ours sincerely
H. B. Hutchinson

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

1% March 1916

Mr Edward Horton received his chemical training at the City and Guilds Technical
College Finsbury taking the full three year course and being awarded the College
certificate (1900). He then devoted himself to research work under Professor
Armstrong FRS at the Central Technical College. From 1902 — 1904 he held the post
of chemist at the Imperial Cement Works of the Associated Portland Cement
Manufacturers (1900)Ltd. From 1904 — 1913 he acted as private research assistant to



Professor Armstrong FRS at South Kensington during which time he was occupied
with general organic and biochemical research. Some of the results of the latter were
published in the Proceedings of the Royal Society (1908, B, 80, 321-331; 1910, B,
82, 349 -362; 1912, B, 84, 471 — 484; B, 85 109 — 127, 359 — 362; 363 — 369; 1913
B, 86 262 — 269, 328 — 343). Since July 1913 Mr Horton has held the position of
Goldsmiths Company Soil Chemist at this Station and has devoted his attention to the
study of organic compoundsin the soil. He has offered his services to the Ministry of
Munitions for chemical work in connection with the manufacture of Explosives and
will probably take up a post under Dr Charles Weizmann at the Lister Institute in
three or four weeks for the study of the biological manufacture of acetone.

khkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

1% March 1916

A E Taylor

Dept. Explosives Supplies
Storey’ s gate
Westminster, SW.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter | have much pleasure in giving you the following
particularsin regard to Dr H B Hutchinson

He received his early training at the Harris Institute at Preston and gained a
Scholarship which took him to Gottingen, where he studied bacteriology and took the
PhD. Then he went to the Midland Agricultural College and worked at fermentation
problems. In 1907 he was appointed Soil Bacteriologist at this Institution, - a post
which he holds at the present time. He is an extremely expert bacteriologist
especially in dealing with the soil organisms and with fermentations. He has
published a number of papersin the scientific journals, which have proved to be of
consi derable importance in the development of the subject. Heisahard worker and a
good executive officer, very loya to his colleagues, and able to get the maximum out
of hisassistants. | can strongly recommend him for any bacteriological or
fermentation work, and shall be happy to give you any further particulars which you
may desire.

Y ours faithfully

khkkhkkhkkkkkhkkhkkx



11" March 1916 L etter from G C Sawyer to Dunkley

A. Coy. 9783

18" (Res) Batt: R.F.

122 Hurst Street
Dear Dunkley Oxford

Thismorning | received aletter from my old roomsin H. saying that

someone had called there for my insurance card, upon being told that | had enlisted,
the man said that my card should have been sent in & that “ by thistime | must be in
arrears’; also that “the insurance could be kept on by those who had enlisted for 3¢a
week”! Now this seems to me to be all nonsense, asin the ordinary way my
contribution was only 3¢, & since | have been in the army 1 %2 9 per week has been
deducted from my pay for (as | understand it) the same purpose. Upon joining up
here | was given aprinted card — | forget altogether what it was for - which had to be
forwarded to my “society” & stating my address; this| sent to the “Foresters’. |
wonder if it would be asking too much that you should enquire into the matter for
me? | have no chance of seeing to such things here, but | don't at all see why, on my
return | should find so many “arrears’ to my name. | think you had my full card &
book in order to hand in for me when they should be wanted. | should be much
obliged if you could see to this for me.

This week has been quite a change for me as the duties have been
altered somewhat; firstly, on Sunday night just as| was falling to leep | heard the
alarm bugles sounding. Naturally | dressed & turned out as soon as possible. This
proved to be afalse alarm, & after waiting about for an hour we were dismissed.
Once more to bed; but no luck! | wasjust feeling at peace with al the world, when |
was aroused by the station hooter (the recognised Zep alarm), but | came again, &
this time | made such good time that | wasthe 4" to fall in. Some of us were detailed
to get picks & shovels, & armed with these we had to “stand by” until 4 A.M.; as
nothing happened we were again let off, but wasn’t | cold. Then on Wed. about 30 of
us were detailed off together with the band to conduct a military funeral — 1, with 5
other stalwarts, being chosen as coffin bearers. Lastly, we were taken down by
companies yesterday & “had our picturestook”: so you can see atogether it has been
quite agood week, & astheresult of it all | have picked up one the finest colds
imaginable; otherwise I’ m feeling extraordinarily fit.

How are the new labs going now? |s progress still being made?
By the way, did you see yesterday’s edn. of the “Evening News’? Surely inthe
Hertford photo. of the election there was one of the Harpenden police?

If you could manage to see into that matter of the insurance for me
| should be much obliged

With kind regards
From yours sincerely G. C. Sawyer



13" March 1916 Letter from E Horton to Dr Russell
10 Smith Street
Chelsea
L ondon S.W.

Dear Dr Russdll

| am sorry to say that it will be necessary for meto stop here for afew
days. My people are moving from the above address probably on Thursday next and
natural there is much to do (packing etc). Only my mother and her sister are at home,
neither of whom is strong, so | must stop and help. | shall be much obliged if you
will ask Dunkley to forward letters which may arrive at the Laboratory up till
Wednesday morning (if | should not return before then) next, but not afterwards, to
me at the above address.

Yourstruly
E Horton
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13" March 1916 L etter from Gertrude Batesto Dunkley
Addenbrooke’'s Hospital

Dear Mr Dunkley

| have put off sending you this receipt because | wanted to write at the
same time & thank you for your nice newsey letter. | thoroughly appreciated it altho.
you might not think so after the time | have taken to answer it. What aharem the
L ab. has become, just nothing but petticoats, | should think the men will be thankful
to clear out of it! Thank you very much indeed for sending on my note to Dr Hall, |
got such anice letter from him in return. It seems he has given up his “functions” &
Is evidently on the old job again. We have just now got the most awful epidemic of
flu in the hospital (don’t et my home people get to hear of this). Matron, the ..:
Matron, two of the Sisters, about 1 doz. nurses, & maids by the bundles have all gone
down withit. One of the empty wards has had to be opened for the nurses while the
bigger bugs have been nursed in their respective rooms, & the maidsin the women’'s
medical ward. | cant think how | have escaped it for | have been with them al the
time. | have been spending my time running errands. Now | must go up to Matron.
So write again sometime. | love getting your letters

Kind regards
Yrssincerely
Gertrude Bates
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L etter from C Lewin to Dr Russall 13" March 1916
Radstock
Somerset

Dear Sir
In great grief | write to tell you that a War Office telegram to-day informed
me that my son Kenneth R Lewin was killed in action on March 9". This follows the
loss of his brother (Rex Richard Lewin 25/9/1915 and his elder brother Capt Cecil Charles
Humphreys Lewin, MC died 2/11/1918) on Sept 25" last, and of his mother on January
22", No doubt my son had certain belongings at Harpenden which it will be
necessary for meto fetch away, and | will come some week-end to see about them. |
feel sure you will be sorry to receive this news for he often spoke of the kindness he
received from you
Yours sincerely
CharlesJLewin
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14" March 1916 Letter from Appleyard to Dunkley

Admiralty Laboratories

Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine

Chelsea Gardens

London, SW.

Dear Dunkley

Just afew lines to say how very sorry | am to have such bad news. It won't
bare thinking about. Would you kindly include my name in any message of
sympathy which you decide to send from the staff of the Laboratory.

Y ou have my hearty support in any procedure which may mark our high
appreciation of Lewin

Kind regards
Sincerely yrs
A. Appleyard
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15" March 1916 L etter from Bowden to Dunkley
YMCA

H.M. Forceson Active Service

B Company 3" Bat. Herts Regt
Hut No. 1 N. Lines North camp
Halton Park nr Tring Bucks

Dear Mr Dunkley

| am very deeply grieved to hear of the death ‘in action’ of Lieut Lewin.
Kindly let me know if you hear anymore particulars.

Lieut: A.J.Daish has recently joined us, but | am very grieved to see the
sad disfigurement to his face that his wound has caused him.

| have seen Lieut: Keen several times. Kindly send me a copy of an
Annua Report for 1915 if you have one to spare & oblige. | havejust paid avisit to
Tring Museum this afternoon & inspected Lord Rothchild’ s interesting & splendid
collection.

Several huts here are isolated, as the chaps have got measles.

We have sent 2 drafts out recently to reinforce the /1% Herts in France.
| quite thought that | should be included in one of them but they obtained the
sufficient numbers from A Company.

Please excuse this awful scrawl & pencil, asthereisno ink available

here.
Hoping your sonis quite well.
| remain
Yoursvery sincerely
Athel H Bowden
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k
15" March 1916 Letter from Keen to Dunkley
Halton camp West

My dear Dunkley

Please let me have Lewins' father’s address will you?
If | see Daish | will tell him
Hope you are well
Yrssincerely
B A Keen
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15" March 1916 Letter from Keen to Russall
Att? 3/5 Suffolks
Halton Camp West

Dear Dr Russdl|

| heard from Dunkley today that Lewin was killed on March 9™

And so hisisthe first name on the Roll of Honour in our little world. Since
the war began, severa of my oldest friends & many of my own battalion officers—
some of the best men | ever met — have gone, & | have become in consequence,
familiar with the idea of Death.

But Lewin’s fate has brought some of the horror of it back again.

Yours sincerely
B A Keen

khkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

16" March 1916

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries
Whitehall Place
London, SW.
No. |. 2002/1916.

Sir
With reference to your letter of the 7" inst. (C.E.), regarding the proposed loan of
Dr H B Hutchinson, of the Rothamsted Experimental Station, to the Admiralty for
service as a bacteriologist, | am directed by the President of the Board of Agriculture
and Fisheriesto acquaint you for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty that Dr Hutchinson is now employed under the Ministry of Munitions and
that heis, therefore, no longer available for the work proposed.
| am,
Sir,
Y our obedient Servant
(Sgd) T H Middleton
Assistant Secretary

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

17" March 1916 L etter from Gertrude Batesto Dunkley

Dear Mr Dunkley

Thank you for your letter. | am most awfully sorry to hear the news
(Death of K RLewin) & | think it isso terrible for his people. | saw hisnamein the
Casualty List this morning for the first time. | wonder if this beastly war will ever
cometo an end. | hope you are keeping well, | have not heard of the flu raging in
Harpenden likeit is here, but it is beginning to show signs of abating, we have not



had avictim for several days. Seventy four in this Hospital alone went downin a
fortnight.

With kind regards & many thanks for letting me know

Yrssincerely
Gertrude Bates
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k
17th March 1916 L etter from J. Clayton to Dunkley
(arrived 22/3/16)
Headquarters 2nd Division
France

Dear Dunkley

| have just received your letter with the sad news of Lewin’s death. |
don’t need to tell you how very sorry | feel about it. | have asked Dr Russell if heis
sending a message of sympathy to Lewin’sfather to include a message from me.
Curioudsly enough | thought something had happened to Lewin & for the last 10 days
or so | had looked for his name in the paper, but of course it hasn’'t appeared yet.

However, we have the Huns beaten now if only you will send us
enough men & material from home, and stop the awful squabbling asto who isto go
first. Surely the married men have a country & home to defend as well asthe
unmarried?

| hope you are all well at Harpenden. Shall be glad to have any more
Rothamsted news when you can write me

Y ours sincerely
J Clayton
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L etter from C Lewin to Dr Russall 17" March 1916
Radstock
Somerset

Dear Dr Russdll

Thank you for your letter, and for the sympathy you expressed. Y our
very kindly references to my son touch me deeply. | shall like very much to meet
you and to see where my dear boy worked, so if | may | will wait aweek or two until
| have somewhat recovered and then write and accept your kind offer to receive me
for anight

Y ou are good enough to say you will have his boxes and desk packed
and forwarded. | shall be very glad if you will do this. Perhaps the things had better
come by Goods Train Carriage Forward.

| feel quite stunned by Ken's death: and | feel thankful now that his
poor mother was spared this additional blow
Again thanking you



I am
Y ours sincerely
CharlesJLewin
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L etter from J Clayton to Dr Russdll 17" March 1916

Headquarters 2" Division
France
Dear Dr Russdll
| have just received aletter from Dunkley saying that news has come of
Lewin’s death. It isneedlessfor meto say how sorry | feel about it. If you are
writing to his father on behalf of the old members of the Laboratory will you please
include a message of sympathy from me.

Y ours sincerely
James Clayton
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18" March 1916 Letter from Russell to Bruce, Board of Agriculture
A B Bruce
Board of Agriculture
Whitehall Place
London. S.W.
Dear Bruce

| enclose herewith a copy of the Herts Advertiser in which you will see on
p. 2 the account of our application to the Local Tribunal for exemption and 2"
ploughman Herbert Currant. | was unable to attend myself, being laid up with achill,
SO our case was presented by the Farm Manager.

Harpenden is aresidentia district, - practically a suburb and the Tribunal
has no agriculturist representative. Hence the view expressed by the Chairman that
the plot work “does not seem avery complicated undertaking”, and their further idea
that Captain Jeffock’ s horses were sufficiently important to justify temporary
exemption while our experiments were not.

By a geographica accident we come under the Harpenden Tribunal
instead of St Albans Rural District. On p.5 you will find an account of the
proceedings of this body showing that exemption was given in cases certainly less
urgent than ours.

| am writing to the Harpenden Tribunal to ask if they can reconsider their
decision, and pending their answer | am lodging an appeal based on the following
grounds:-



1) Currant is engineman and second ploughman, and the only one of the farm
hands who can read and write.

2) Itisimperative that the experimental plots, both new and old should be
continued. The information given by present and prospective plotsis essential
to our advisory and enquiry work.

3) Our Laboratory and Farm Staff is aready reduced to a minimum, - 13 out of
14 who are now liable have offered for Service, being either in the Army or
under the Munitions Board, and further depletion would be highly detrimental
to efficient working.

4) Thetimeistoo short to train on a new man to do plot work, which, pace the
Chairman, really is complicated work.

5) Wetherefore ask for exemption for Currant so long as heis engaged in his
present work.

His attestation number is and the date will be I will
notify you thiswhen | have learnt it.

If you can support usin any way | shall be grateful. It isunfortunate
that we were not alittle further away as we should then have come before the
St Albans Rural Tribunal, and should in all probability had exemption right off.

Yoursvery truly
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18" March 1916 Letter to C STuckey —War Tribunal from Russell
C S Tuckey

Clerk to the Local War Tribunal

High Street

Harpenden

Herbert Currant. Engineman & Ploughman to the Rothamsted Experiement Farm

Dear Sir

| regret that, owing to indisposition, | was unable to attend the meeting of the
Local Tribunal at which exemption was refused to our farm engineman. So far as|
can gather the whole of the circumstances were not taken into consideration,
especially the fact that we are engaged in advisory work for the Board of Agriculture.
The Laboratory and Farm Staff are now reduced to a minimum and out of atotal of
15 now liable or offered for Service | am proposing to retain only two, the others
either being on Service on(r) working under the Munitions Board. Any further
reduction would seriously hamper our work. | would point out also that farm
enginemen and ploughmen are usually considered exempt: the St Albans Tribunal



took this view (see Herts Advertiser, Sat. March 10™.), and granted exemption in
severa cases where the need was certainly not more urgent than in our own.

If the Local Tribunal has power to reconsider this decision | should like an
opportunity of bringing the matter before them again. Such a course would save the
trouble and expense of the appeal which | shall otherwise be compelled to make.
And as |, mysdlf, and also the official who | understand will support the appeal, and
no doubt you also are all fully occupied in more important work, the advantage of
settling the matter hereif possibleis obvious.

Y ours faithfully

Thereisan error in the report asto our farm acreage; it should be 280 acres not 60. |
am not sure what figure your Tribunal had in mind.
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19" March 1916 L etter from Appleyard to Dunkley
Admiraty Laboratories
Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine
Chelsea Gardens

Dear D

Just aline to ask if you would kindly send me Mr Lewin’'s (Senior’s) address. |
thought | would write myself in case Dr Russell doesn’t write on our behalf. | told
Mac about Cherub yesterday. He was shocked to hear the news. The nicest fellows
seem to be taken don't they? | cannot realise the truth of your news. When he was
last in Harpenden he stayed in my digstill 1-30 am telling yarns. He was the most
cheerful man | have ever met from the front, and | cannot help but think of him.

Did Dr Russell write that paper for the J. of the Bd. of Agric.? You know what
| mean, that one on the need for spring dressings of N, salts. | hope he has not been
too busy to attend to it. Things are going quite nicely

Kind regards
Yrssincerely
AA.
20" March 1916 L etter from Board of Agricultureto Russdl
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries
8 Whitehall Place SW.

Dear Russdll

The Board will support the appeal in Currant’s case.

Please let me have all the particulars, and the date on which the appedl
will be heard.

| have just read your “ Soils and Manures’ with great pleasure and profit
— but why did you avoid the “availability hypothesis’!



If “phosphates’ hasten maturity is there more P,Os per unit of weight of
plant & if not why not? Please answer when we meet.
Y ours sincerely
A B Bruce
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20" March 1916

Harpenden Local Tribunal
Chas S Tuckey High Street
Harpenden

Dear Sir
H. Currant
| am duly in receipt of your letter of the 18" instant, which | will lay before
the Tribunal, but | am afraid they cannot now reopen the case as the Appeal has been
sent forward to the Appeal Tribunal.
Y ours faithfully
Clerk to the Local Tribunal

Dr E JRussdl|

L aboratory House

Harpenden
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21% March 1916 Letter from G C Sawyer to Dr Russdll
122 Hurst Street
Oxford

Dear Dr Russdll

It was very unfortunate that | was unable to see you on Sunday — | was
disappointed & especialy so now that | hear you were actually at home when |
called. Itisvery difficult & in most casesimpossible, for meto say when | shall be
coming, asthe “leave passes’ are usually not handed out more than an hour before
my train goes. If, and when, | do get another leave | will certainly make “The Lab
House” my first objective; but at present | cannot say at al when that will be, for
there is every reason to believe we shall be leaving Oxford very shortly & thereisno
knowing where the next stopping place will be (rumour hasit Edinboro’). A few
weeks ago | lunch with Dr Eltrinham, & in the afternoon he took me round some of
thelabs. It was most interesting.

Hoping you have recovered from your recent chill
Believe me yours sincerely
G C Sawyer
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21 March 1916 L etter from Russell to Bruce (Board of Agriculture)

A B Bruce Esg.
Board of Agriculture
Whitehall Place
London, SW.

My dear Bruce

The appeal will be heard at the St. Albans Court, St Albans, at 10.30 am. on
Thursday the 23" inst. Unfortunately | have to bein Leeds, and so shall not be able
to be there, but our Farm Manager, Mr S.JK. Eameswill be present. | enclose
particulars but if you want anything more will you please ring up Mr Dunkley who
will be ableto tell you.

Yoursvery truly

Name. Herbert Currant
Age 19
Attestation Number 66760

Employment Engineman and 2" ploughman on the Farm of the Rothamsted
Experimental Station

Other hands employed 9, all over military age

Acreage of Farm 280 acres of which 240 are arable

Character of Farm  Reserved for experimental work, and at the present time
especially to obtain information needed for Enquiry and
Advisory work. Asthisinformation has to be promptly
givenitisessential that the Staff should not be broken up

Part played by Currant a) — Engineman, the only one who can work the engine.
Owing to the shortage of labour it isindispensable
that we should be able to use the engine on all
possible occasions

b) — Heisthe only one of those knowing the plots who
can read and write and thus interpret instructions
and identification marks

Reasons for retaining Currant We are now right in the middle of the work, and the
time is too short to train another engineman if we




could find him. There are atogether some

250 plots and no new hand could at this time do
the work. The management of plotsisvery
skilled work.

Other considerations By a geographical accident the case was heard by the
Harpenden Urban Tribunal which had no farmer on it,
instead of the St Albans Rural. Judging by the exemptions
given by the latter body we gather that they would have
given us the exemption without difficulty

Exemption asked for - Conditional on his being at his present work.

Herts County Appeal Thursday, March 239, 10.30am
St Albans Court
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21st March 1916 Letter from Russall to Local Tribunal

C STuckey

Clerk to the Local War Tribunal
High Street

Harpenden

Re Herbert Currant

Dear Sir

| am requested by the Board of Agriculture to furnish them with the date
when this appea will be heard in order that their representative may support it.
Would you be good enough to give me thisinformation or tell me where we can get
it. If we are alowed any choice in the matter | should be much obliged if it could be
subsequent to the 28th. Inst. as | have to go up to the North of England to-day, and
shall not return until then.

Y ours faithfully

kkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkx



22" March 1916 L etter from Keen to Russdll
1/5 attchd 3/5 Suff. Regt
Halton Camp West
Bucks

Dear Dr Russdll

| spent last week end in Harpenden, & paid two hurried visitsto the
laboratory, but was unfortunate enough to miss you on both occasions.

| really wished to ask you if it was necessary to take any action over my
position, not that, strictly speaking, my 3 years engagement has expired; or whether
your suggestion —in aletter to Hutchinson, at the beginning of the war — that the time
spent on service should not count towards the period of engagement, has been
definitely adopted by the Committee. | joined the staff, you will remember, in Feb
1913, | completed 20 wks service before | took my commission.

Y ours sincerely
B A Keen
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Letter from Dunkley to C J Lewin 22"4 March 1916
CJLewin

Radstock

Somerset

Dear Sir,

At Dr Russell’ srequest | have to-day despatched to Radstock per
Midland and Gt. Western goods trains, carriage paid, the whole of your late son’s
effects. They include aroll-top desk, set of Book shelves, leather bound bag, bag
containing golf clubs, tennis racquet, walking sticks etc. and seven boxes packed with
various other articles.

Dr Russell will be away this next week-end but he will be pleased for you
to come here at any time it is convenient to you. Will you kindly give him a choice
of dates.

Allow me to add that | was much grieved to hear of your son’s untimely
death, and beg to offer my heartfelt sympathy on account of the loss you have
sustained

| am
Y ours sincerely
G.J.D.
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239 March 1916 L etter from Eamesto Russall

Dear Dr Russdll

The Appeal tribunal did not pursue the case of Herbert Currant far before
deciding that it should go to the Centra Tribunal —i.e. they would not give
exemption but granted the right to appeal — taking the attitude that they were not
competent to judge asto the national importance of the experimental plots.

The Board of Agriculture had put the matter in the hands of Crawford of
Hatfield who told the Tribunal that they had marked it as “urgent”.

An appeal must be madein 3 days & so | shall fill up the necessary
forms which are to be sent to me tomorrow, and send them in if you do not return.
They can be withdrawn if you should decide so. | understand that the Tribunal wish
the appeal to be made

Y ours sincerely
Sidney JK Eames
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24" March 1916

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries
Whitehall Place
London, SW.
No. I. 2002/1916.

Sir

| am directed by the President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheriesto
enclose for your information a copy of aletter addressed by the Board to the
Admiralty regarding the proposed loan of the services of Dr H B Hutchinson to the
Admiralty.

| am,
Sir,
Y our obedient Servant
T H Middleton
Assistant Secretary
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k
L etter from C J Lewin to Dunkley 25" March 1916
Radstock
Somerset

Dear Sir,
| thank you very much for packing & forwarding the things belonging to
my son. They were delivered here to-day, and are, | believe, all correct. | have not



unpacked anything yet ---- that isatask | shall find most painful, but it must of
course be done.

The desk islocked. Do you happen to have the key, & if sowill you
kindly send it on?

| shall be writing to Dr Russell shortly & | hope when | come to

Rothamsted to have the pleasure of meeting you

Y ou do not say anything about the charges but that can stand over until |
come.

Please accept my thanks for your kind sympathy. Ken was a good son,
and hisloss, following closely on his mother’ s death and that of his brother has
completely stunned me.

Y ours sincerely
CharlesJ Lewin
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26" March 1916 L etter from Russall to Keen

Dear Keen
Thereisno need to take any action as to your position as we do not consider
that your engagement has expired; it came under a sort of moratorium the day you
left and you will pick it up at the same point when you rgjoin, which | hope will be
soon.
| trust that Mrs Keen and the little son are going on quite well.
Y ours very truly
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26" March 1916 Letter from Russell to Keen
Dear Keen
Thereisno need to take any action as to your position as we do not consider
that your engagement has expired; it came under a sort of moratorium the day you
left and you will pick it up at the same point when you rejoin, which | hope will be
soon.
| trust that Mrs Keen and the little son are going on quite well.
Y ours very truly

kkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkx




26" March 1916 Letter from Weir to Dunkley
No. 4610
C. Company
3/4™ Batt. Gordon Hdrs
South Camp
Ripon

Dear Mr Dunkley

Y our note with its distressing news reached me afew days ago. It was
very sad indeed to hear of Lewin’sdeath, & | could not help thinking of him all that
day. Perhapsyou will find time to send me the fuller particulars when you learn
them.

| am keeping very fit myself.
| am
Y ours sincerely
William Weir
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Card from C.J.Lewin to Dunkley 26" March 1916
(on Somerset County Football Association headed paper)
Radstock
Somerset
Dear Sir
| have now found the key about which | wrote to you
Y ours sincerely
CharlesJLewin
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Draft letter from Dunkley to C.J.Lewin 27" March 1916
Dear Sir

| am glad to learn that the packages reached you safely

Asto the cost of carriage my instructions from Dr Russell were that the
Lawes Trust will pay it & | accordingly instructed the Railway Co. to that effect

| am sorry to say | have not got the key of the rolltop desk. | think in all
probability your son retained it in his own possessions. Of coursethereisa
possibility that it may be in one of the other packages but | think it is doubtful.

Dr Russell is expected to return to Harpenden this evening
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28" March 1916  Letter from J. Clayton to Dunkley

H.Q. Il Div.
France

Dear Dunkley

Very many thanks for your long newsy letter. Most of the old staff of
Rothamsted seem to be ticked off for some job or other now more or less directly
connected with thewar. Well it isabout time. It has taken some people along time
to discover what we arein for. Aswitness the awful squabble at home asto whoisto
go first to thewar. The result isthat we pay both in lives and in money! | should
have thought that by this time (and indeed long ago) any fit and eligible man, married
or single, would have recognised that he had a country to defend and would have
tried first to do the job for which he is most fitted and failing that would have offered
his services in any capacity

So both Daish & Keen have rejoined their battalions and expect to bein
the fight again. Well (without being duly pessimistic) | suppose they both and al
other good fellows like them, have every chance of paying the same price asLewin
paid, and that the victory thus won will be made the occasion of the holiday shouting
of those who stay at home. That is where the rub comesin, that these men must risk
their lives not once but many times to provide the victory for which the stay at homes
shout. Please give my kind regards to all left behind & to all the ladiesin the lab.

What iswrong with old HB and MacL ennan that | can never get aletter
out of them. Just jog their memories will you

I’m almost wishing for home again at times its along wait here

Best wishesto you
Y ours sincerely
J Clayton
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29" February 1916

Ministry of Munitions of War
Department of Explosives Supplies
Storey’s gate
Westminster, S. W.
Dear Sir,

Y our name has been given to me as areference by Mr Henry Brougham
Hutchinson, who is under consideration for a post as Superintendent of Factories
under this Department.

| should be much obliged if you will let me know, if possible by return, al
you can about this gentleman, and whether you consider him, both asto his persona
character and professiona qualifications, suitable for the proposed appointment.
Yourstruly
G E Taylor
Staff Bureau
Dr E JRussall
Rothampsted Experimental Station
Harpenden
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30" March 1916 “Central Tribunal”
Queen Anne’'s Chambers
Tothill Street
Westminster, SW.

Please quote (Harpenden 16519)

Subject: Appea re H.P.Currant

Sir, | am desired by the Central Tribunal to state that before deciding your appea
from the decision of the Hertfordshire Appeal Tribunal they will be prepared to
consider any further representations you may wish to make provided they are
submitted within 5 days of the date of this |etter.
The Central Tribunal also require you to answer the questions on the annexed
sheet.
Y our representations and replies should be sent to the Loca Tribunal who will
forward them to the Central Tribunal.
The Appea Tribunal state “that the manisonly just 19 of age and the Tribunal
did not consider he could be avery important man in the management of the farm.
They considered that there should be little difficulty in finding a man not of military
age, to do all the work that the man appealed for, appeared to be engaged on”
Y ours faithfully
JW Reading
for Central Tribunal

H.P.Currant
Harpenden
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31% March 1916 Letter from Russall to Central Tribunal
Ref. — Harpenden 16519
The Secretary

“Central Tribunal”
Queen Anne’'s Chambers
Tothill Street
Westminster, SW.

Sir

In reply to your letter our special reason for retaining H.P. Currant is that he and
his father know the experimental plots, of which we have over 200, and between
them they can keep the plots going with such other help asis available.



The seeding, cultivating, harvesting and threshing occupies them the whole year,
and in view of the heavy depletion of our Staff, it isimpossible at this critical season
to train on another man to take his place.

Out of the 14 men liable for Military Service | have arranged to dispense with 12,
but | see no way of dispensing with al 14 without seriously affecting the work. Of
the 12 who have gone, or are going, several were protected as Research Chemists by
the Royal Society and could have been kept here without carrying the matter to the
Tribunal; we did not adopt that possibility however, and we referred only this man,
Currant, to the Tribunal.

Had | known last November that the case would have been rejected by the L ocal
Tribunal | should of course have arranged the work differently, and kept one of the
protected men: | could then quite easily have arranged to dispense with Currant. But
now that they have gone the removal of Currant means the breaking down of the
aternative arrangement | then made. | do not wish to suggest that Currant is
indispensable for the ordinary carrying on of the work when the others are here.

It isthe circumstance that so many of our people have gone, and that he is the only
one left who can work the engine and a so knows the plots, that make him
indispensable.

| beg to submit that the special nature of our work ought to be taken into
consideration, viz., that we are engaged in agricultural experiments and enquiries
necessary for the work we are called upon to do for the Board of Agriculture. Had
our case first come before the Rural Tribunal which had on it agricultural
representatives | think there is no doubt the necessary exemption would have been
given at once. Unfortunately | was unable through indisposition to attend myself and
point out the importance of the work done here to the Urban Tribunal before which
by a geographical accident the case was considered

| am, Sir
Y ours faithfully
39 April 1916 L etter from Appleyard to Dunkley
The Lister

Dear Dunkley

Many thanks for your letter. Only you could have sent a stamped envelope.

Well now, no arrangement whatsoever was come to about my salary. You
might consult Dr Russall.

What are they doing in Horton’s case? What appliesto him will apply to
me. | haven't received over much from the Trust hitherto & so thereislittle hope of
themgivingme............

How do you think we are doing in France? Casualty lists still appear. Glad
to know Miss Batesis quite happy. Please tell me how my spring cabbages are when




you write again. | heard from Scott the other day. What about Bertie Keen? Has he
gone out again or not? Remember me to your soldier son please.
Kind regards
Sincerely yrs
A Appleyard
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14" April 1916 L etter from Sawyer to Davis

Boy’'s Brigade

Y.M.CA.
Rest Hut
FOR MEN OF H.M.FORCES
9783 A Comp: 28" ResBtn R.F. regt The Mound
Stationed at Kings Park Schools Edinburgh
Edinburgh
My Dear Davis

| have been meaning to write & let you know my whereabouts for the last
week, but have had no time at all for writing. We left our last place afortnight ago
last Monday & by Tuesday evening found our present headquarters in some empty
schools. Everything wasin an awful state of confusion — the first three nights we
slept on the bare floors with 3 blankets for covering; the food also was rough & very
scarce. However things are improving abit in these respects, though | can assure you
itisavery different game from billet-life! Our duties too are very different now, so
far we have had scarcely any drills or marches & things of that sort. Therearea
hundred & one different fatigues & also we have to supply guards for five or six
different places—someof ....... ....... Require about 20 men. Tonight for instance
we had to supply aguard of 16 men: they commence duty at 5 p.m. this (Friday)
evening & will not be relieved until Monday evening. It's avery strenuous game
now | can assureyou. In other respects Edinburghisfine; & the air hereis simply
great! Last Saturday | called at Cunningham’s address to see if by any chance he
were here — some of hisrelatives (an aunt & cousins| believe) were at home, but they
told me Cunningham himself has been at Cambridge for the last month in a Cadet
Corps from which he hopes to get acommission in about 2 or 3 month’stime. Am
afraid week-end |eaves are of no use to me now; & as extended (i.e. 6days) leaveis
only granted us when we have done our firing course & am qualified for adraft, |
don’t suppose | shall be ableto call in at the lab. for alittle time. Please excuse the
paper I’'musing. The school art barrack-room is amost impossible for letter writing
so | came here, but find it quite as noisy, but it has the advantage of tables & chairs.



How are things going at the lab now. It seems ages since | heard
anything of the place. Would you mind giving Dunkley my address so that he may
know my present whereabouts.

Please give my very kind regards to Mrs Davis and with the same to
yourself.
Y ours sincerely

Bob. Sawyer
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151 April 1916 L etter from W Buddin to Russdll

O.C. Sanitary Section 87, R.A.M.C.
Egyptian Exp¥ Force
My Dear Dr Russell

| was very sorry indeed to read in a copy of the St Albans Times |
received of the death of Lewin at Verdun. It must be very hard for the family
following on the death of his younger brother.

What are you going to do for a protozoologist now, Goodey has
deserted you & both Martin & Lewin have been sacrificed in the war?

Has Prescott come out here yet or is he still waiting in England for a
reply?

We had avery cam and warm trip out but of course | managed to be
In a miserable state with sickness for 3 or 4 days and shall probably never be able to
enjoy aseastrip. Wewereon an old Atlantic cattleboat .... ............ had avery
high time in their quarters below the horse deck. It was bad enough to have to go
below for an hour or so prior to & during the inspection & it usually brought another
turn of sickness. As| happened to be 5 minutes senior | was put in charge of 10
units on the boat & for 5 days after landing.

We spent two nights on the boat in ....... and 4 or 5 days at
Mustapha, just outside Alexandria and then | came on here with another section. We
aenow at ....... —just outside Cairo - & do not seem to be wanted here at all. |
suppose the...... of men here must all be “serving their country” —they are all in
uniform — but | should feel much happier doing alittle work in the Lab.

A Zepp raid on HQ here would be very useful. It israther too warm
here for me but | expect will get much hotter. It is quite atreat even to hear about
snow stormsin England. The day before yesterday we had a severe sandstorm and
we chewed enough sand to last for few weeks. We all get a cough or shorter turn of
diarrhoea & even out of my small unit three have gone into hospital.

| went on avigit to the Pyramids & Sphinx but | am afraid | was not
very much impressed. Theirrigated countryside is much more interesting.



Y our children would probably enjoy many camel & donkey rides
here.

Some parts of the town are very picturesque but other parts seem to
be disgustingly filthy.

Tram fares are exceedingly cheap for military, if you succeed in
getting al your change out of the conductor. They must make afortune from the odd
milliemes.

Hope to be transferred to a more useful sphere soon.

Best wishes

Yours

Walter Buddin
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17t April 1916 L etter from Central Tribunal
Man Concerned - H.P.Currant “Central Tribunal”
Local Tribunal —Harpenden Queen Anne’'s Chambers
C.T.Number — 16,519 Tothill Street

Westminster, S.W.
NOTICE OF DECISION

Sir,

| beg to inform you that your appeal against the decision of the
Hertfordshire Appeal Tribunal, on behalf of Herbert Percival Currant, has been
considered by the Central Tribunal, and that they have decided that the man be
exempt until the 17" July 1916, in order that a substitute may be found if possible.
The Central Tribunal have directed the Local Tribunal to issueto the
man a certificate of exemption in accordance with this decision
Y ours faithfully

For Central Tribunal
Mr Sidney J.K.Eames
Lawes Agricultural Trust
Harpenden
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26" April 1916 letter from Appleyard to Dunkley
Admiraty Laboratories
Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine
Chelsea Gardens
London, SW.

Dear Dunkley
Many thanks for sending on the draft from the B¢ of Agric. Doesit mean
that | am to accept all the cash? That istoo good to be true. Will you see Dr Russell
unless you have already done so? If | am to receive half would you kindly pay it into
my account at Harpenden. Well how are you getting on? | am probably coming
down to Harpenden next week-end and hope to seeyou. | am surethereisalot of
news. At any rate | gather so from Mac. | went home last Thurs evening & returned
yesterday. It wasn't much of aholiday but you know its very nice to get home now |
again. All the boys have joined the army and the girls have got married. | saw you
when | was down at Mr Eames for the weekend & yelled at you but you cycled on
with superb indifference
Kind regards
Sincerely yours
A. Appleyard
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27" April 1916 L etter from Bowden to Dunkley

3/1% Herts Regt. B Coy

Hut No 1 N. Lines

North Camp Halton Park

Nr Tring, Bucks

Dear Mr Dunkley

Just afew linesin haste to thank you for your most welcome letter which |
was so pleased to receive to-day. We are going out on night operations to night so
having the Y2 day off I thought | would reply at once. We are free from measles etc.
now. Yes Mother informed of Arthur’s sad loss, in fact, | only received aletter from
him on Thursday last. | must ask you to please excuse pencil & this awful scrawl as|
am writing thison my knee over atin lid. The sudden heat wave hereis getting
unbearable especially with full pack & rifle etc. We went for a 15 mile route march
yesterday through Northchurch, Aldbury Common, Aldbury, & Tring. | used my
permanent pass & cycled over to Luton on Good Friday & went to the three hours
service. Easter has been rather quiet here in camp. We had some regimental sports
on Easter Monday, but | didn’t stay in camp to see them. | had aweekend pass due at
Easter, but | was unable to obtain it. 1‘'m just about getting fed up with thingsin
general. | trust your son is keeping fit in France. One of the 1% Herts retirned from
France was decorated with the D.C. in front of the whole battalion this morning for



conspicuous bravery in rescuing wounded under heavy fire, until wounded himself.
One can hardly realize when taking a nice country walk along a country lane now
appearing forth in all the spring glory, that a dreadful war israging afew miles away.
Did you ever receive any details asto how Lieut. Lewin was killed? Well! | must
bring these few linesto a close trusting you are enjoying good health & asking you
once again to please excuse awful scrawl.
| remain
Y ours sincerely
Athel H Bowden

1% May 1916 Letter from Daish to Dunkley

1/1 Herts Regt:

North Camp

Halton Park

Tring, Herts

Dear Dunkley

Many thanks for sending up the copies of my papersto St Michagls. | was
in Harpenden yesterday afternoon & found them there. Would you mind telling me if
the lab: have got any more copies, & also could you find out if any copies have been
sent out yet. Perhaps Horton would know if any have gone out. If none have been
sent out would you ask Horton if he can find alist of the people to whom Davis used
to send copies. Of courseif the lab: are sending out copies it doesn’t matter, but if
not | must distribute afew.

| heard some little while ago that you were going to have an operation. |
hopethisisn't true, but if it is| hope everything will go off well. | was staying in
Harpenden for Easter & went up to the lab: to try & see you but you weren't there.

Do you know if Keen has gone abroad again? | haven’'t seen him for along
time & | have an ideathat he may have gone. | see he has 2 son now, so | hope he
hasn’'t gone away.

Everything hereisvery quiet. | am still on light duty & am really having
quite adack time. The camp isinamost delightful spot on the hills—in fact the
country all round is awfully pretty. Perhaps you know it.

| suppose work at the lab: is pretty well at a stand-still now. | was very
surprised to hear that Davis was going off to India— he seems to have decided very
quickly. I just managed to see him on Easter Sunday for a short time.

| suppose Richards & Horton are about the only old people left now. It's
very sad, but still it hasto be, | suppose.

Please remember meto all

Y ours sincerely A JDaish
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L etter from Sir John Thorold, Chairman LATCtoC JLewin 2" May 1916

C.J.Lewin Esg.
Radstock
Somerset

Dear Mr Lewin

The sad news of your son’s death was reported to the Committee at its
meeting yesterday, and | was asked as Chairman to write and express to you our deep
sorrow that so promising alife should have been cut so short, and to say how deeply
we sympathise with you in your great loss, which must have been all the more
poignant in that it came not alone but followed so soon after that of your wife and
your other son.

All who knew your son at the Laboratory were impressed with him,
and we al looked forward to a brilliant future for him. Hisinvestigations had aready
proceeded far to clear the way for others, and we know his pioneering labours will
prove of great assistance for future workers. Thus, neither hiswork wasin vain nor,
we may be sure was his sacrifice: he will long be remembered at Rothamsted.

Believe me
Yoursvery truly

Chairman of the Committee of the Lawes Agricultural Trust
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5% May 1916 L etter from A J Daish to Dunkley
The Hertfordshire Regiment
North Camp
Halton Park
Tring, Herts

Dear Dunkley

Many thanks for your letter & for your congratul ations.

| shall only send out afew copies of my papers to people who ought to
have them. | shall keep the rest.

| am glad to hear you are so much better & sincerely hope you won't
have to have an operation. | don’t know what the lab: would do if you had to go
away for atime.

Y ours sincerely
A JDaish
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5% May 1916 L etter from Bowden to Dunkley
3/1% Herts Regt B. Coy
Hut No.1 N Lines
North Camp Halton Park
Nr Tring, Herts

Dear Mr Dunkley
Just afew linesto let you know that | expect to leave England for France
about next Thursday.
Hoping you are quite well.
| remain
Y ours sincerely
Athel H Bowden
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L etter from Dr Russell accompanying the letter to C J Lewin from Thorold
5" May 1916

C. Lewin Esq.
Radstock
Somerset

Dear Mr Lewin

Herewith | enclose aletter from our Chairman, Sir John Thorold, of the
Old Hall, Syston, Grantham which he was asked by our Committee to write, and
which | was instructed to forward to you.

Please let me know when you can come up here, | shall be very glad to

seeyou.
Yoursvery truly
kkhkkhkkkhkhkhkkkhkikkkikk
L etter from C. Lewin to Dr Russell 10" May 1916
Radstock
Somerset
Dear Dr Russdll

| thank you for forwarding the letter of Sympathy from the Chairman,
and | havereplied to it.

| want very much to come to Harpenden but there are difficulties. |
am a Schoolmaster & my staff is so depleted owing to the war --- three of my
assistants have enlisted --- that it is almost impossible for me to get away. During the
present year | have been able to attend only one meeting of the County Education
Committee though summoned to several.

However, | am free from noon on June 12 to the evening of June 19.



If it will be convenient to you to receive me for one night during that
period, and if you will kindly suggest adate | will arrange accordingly. Of course, as
it is Whitsuntide you may be leaving home and in that case | would defer my visit
until my midsummer holiday.

| am,
Yoursvery sincerely
CharlesJLewin
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L etter from Dr Russell to C. Lewin 11" May 1916
C.J.Lewin Esg.
Radstock
Somerset

Dear Mr Lewin
We shall be very pleased to see you herein June. Could you come on
Wednesday the 14", stay the night and have alook round the place on Thursday>
Y ours very truly
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13" May 1916

Particulars entered on forms (dated May 121/16) of application for exemption from
Military Service on behalf of A Oggelsby & B. Weston handed in to C.S.Tuckey
Esg. on May 13" 1916

Wanted for the carrying out of certain operationsin Agricultural experiments.
Certain branches of enquiry are referred here by the Board of Agriculture who pay a
large subsidy to the Station. It isimperative that these should be dealt with as
speedily as possible and so large a number of our staff (15 out of 30) have left us for
the Army or for Service under the Munitions Board that we are now reduced to the
Minimum number necessary for the execution of the work. Thework isvery
specialised and we are unable to train substitutes in the present depleted state of our
staff

Occupation
Research or Analytical Assistant Chemists

A.O. 32years(on May 5/16)
B.W. 29 years (on Aug 29/16)
Exemption conditional on remaining in present occupation
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L etter from C.Lewin to Dr Russall 14" May 1916

Radstock
Somerset

Dear Dr Russdll
Thank you. | hope to come to you on Wednesday June 14. | will
write again nearer the time
Y ours sincerely
CharlesJLewin
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L etter from Dr Russell to C.Lewin 15" May 1916

Dear Mr Lewin
Wednesday, June 14" will suit us nicely, and we shall be very pleased
to see you then
Y oursvery truly

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

19" May 1916

David Arthur Oggelsby
Born May 8". 1884
Residence, Bellside, Luton Road, Harpenden
Recruiting Office, Watford
Attested March 5. 1916

Bertie Weston
Born August 29" 1887
Residence Colesworth Road, Harpenden
Recruiting Office, Watford
Attested May 5. 1916

Short Statement of Reasons for Claiming Exemption
Indispensable for the laying out of experimental plots and the weighing of the
produce. Both men have had the necessary training and experience, and we have no
othersleft who can do their work, the juniors who were being trained have already
gone on Military Service. Timeistoo short to train others for the present
experimental season.

(Signed)
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22" May 1916

Military Representatives Office
St.Albans, Sub-areaNo. 7
Capt Jeffcock 17 St Peter’s Street
Hon. Recruiting Officer St. Albans
XV Recruiting Area

From Capt. Jeffcock
To Dr Russdl

Dear Sir

| am very much obliged to you for your letter of information, touching on
Agriculture in Connection with Military Representatives duties.

It may interest you to know that of 16 farms, about which | found that | had
full particulars from the farmer, within a radius of about twelve miles from here; |
found that the average acreage or arable land per ploughman in peace time was one
ploughman to 74 acres.

Thisisrather less acreage than your first impression at our conversation.

The average today, in war time, of the same 16 farmsis doubl e the acreage.

One ploughman to 143 acres arable.

| understand that the War Office are making arrangements to assist the
farmers with labour.

| was one of the Military Representatives, amongst others, who did not at that
time understand the agricultural subject as well as we do now, who attended the
meeting at Hertford, and suggested “The Tribunal Scale for Herts farms” as reported
in the Mark Lane Express Agricultural Journal of May 8", which | now return to you
with thanks.

| am sure we do not grudge Mr Crawford of the Herts War Agricultural
Committee the advantage which | think he gained for this scale from his agricultural
experience.

Personally | take no blame to myself for recruiting men off the land in this
district, as | am sure the Military Representatives did not press the Rural tribunals to
procure the farm skilled labour, but simply accepted the generous offer of the Rural
Tribunals who are mostly composed of farmers.

Yours Truly
W P Jeffcock
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24" May 1916 L etter from Bowden to Dunkley
With TheBritish
Expeditionary Force

1% Herts Regt

No. 1 Territorial Base

Rouen. France. B.E.F.
Dear Mr Dunkley

Just afew linesto let you know how | am progressing here. | must first
of all ask you to please excuse this awful scrawl but I'm sure you will under the
circumstances. Also | must ask you to please excuse the way | am sending this letter
(viaMother) so to speak as we are only alowed to send two letters each week, which
of course have to be censored & then we are issued out with a green envelope which
of course the contents need not be censored, so | thought that | might encloseitin
with Mother’sin that way. Well! Now to make astart. We had a hearty send off
from the battalion & had a very pleasant crossing feeling no ill effects of the sea-
voyage, although at times it was rather rough. | saw many things of interest during
the voyage which of course | had better not mention here. When we arrived in
France we were, as usual besieged with children etc. (not to mention young ladies)
for souvenirs etc. We are at present under canvas & the heat has been terrific, in fact
nearly unbearable, but it has been broken to-day by a most welcome steady downpour
of rain. | have been deeping outside in the open these last few nights asit is much
more comfortable. It seems rather strange here, as al the traffic (tramways etc) keep
to theright of the road & not to the left asin England. If it were not for seeing the
French people about here one might almost imagine themselvesin an English training
camp! Some things here are dearer. Oranges 1 %2 d each etc but here at any rate in
this camp we pay nothing extrafor cigarettes etc being the same asin England before
thewar. | have been exploring a bit at Rouen & have found it very very interesting.
It contains some fine buildings including several grand cathedrals. Have received no
frogs at present here, but I'm thriving very well on bully beef & biscuits & tinned
soup. Also | am getting quite brown in fact nearly black & having had my hair cut as
short as possible resemble something of a sort of escaped negro convict.
Shall be pleased to hear from you when convenient
Kindest regards. Hope you are well
| remain, Y ours sincerely
A H Bowden (4107)
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Letter from Lewin 24™ June 1916

The books reached me safely to-day. | am much obliged to you for kindly
forwarding them
CJLewin
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k
1% June 1916 L etter from Gertrude Batesto Dunkley
Addenbrooke’' s Hospital

Dear Mr Dunkley

| am most awfully sorry | have not sent you the last receipt. | really kept it
because | meant to write to you at the same time & thank you for your nice newsy
letter, | do so enjoy your letters & to hear what everyoneisdoing. | think the lab has
played up jolly well, don’t you, there are not many now left under itsroof. We have
been most awfully busy lately, the last few weeks has been amad rush, but | love
having plenty to do, the only drawback is| have no settled off time. | just take it
when | can & of cause | think it would be impossible to have it otherwise. Next
Monday | hope to go for aweek’ s holiday to the Lakes with a great friend of mine. |
do hope the weather will keep decent, so far it has been so perfect. Don’t you love
this daylight saving arrangement? | get up early every morning & amuse myself
somehow, either punting on theriver or ...... , or bicycling etc. Thismorning | got up
at 5.25 (4.25 redly) went to Church at 6, got back by 6.50, had 2 cups of teaat the
nurse’s breakfast & then go for aswim in the river, the water was just perfect 56° not
too cold. Thefirst time | bathed this year the water was so icy | could only stand still
& gasp & get out againit wasjust likeice. | hopeyou are well? | was over at
Harpenden afew weeks ago just for aweekend but never got a chance of going to the
Lab. Please remember me to the “Remnant”. With kind regards

Yrsvery sincerely
Gertrude Bates

| was most awfully sorry to hear of Arthur’s sad trouble & meant to have written to
him, but my own letters have ssimply had to go to the wall lately. Will you tell him
how very sorry | am please G.B.
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1% June 1916

Davis & Bailey
Boxmoor Works
Hemel Hempstead

Dear Sirs
Messrs Thompson & sons foreman tells us that you are unable at
present to supply the fittings for the ash muffles required in the new laboratories here.
As however the contractors are nearing the end of their work we shall be much
obliged if you will do all you possibly can to supply what is needed at the earliest
possible moment to enable them to compl ete the job.
Y ours faithfully

G.T.D.
(Sec.)
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6" June 1916 L etter from Buddin’sfamily to Dunkley
87 Reighton Road
Up Clapham
N E

Dear Mr Dunkley
Sorry to say Walter isin hospital with enteric fever, went in May 19" .
We have had aletter from another officer to say hehasgot it in amild
form & isquite cheery
Heisinawell staffed hospital near Cairo & quite comfortable & well
looked after. The Officer says he will write each mail to let us know how heis
progressing
With kind regards
Y ours sincerely
JBuddin

P.S. Heisnot allowed to write but the Officer has promised to see he gets al letters
sent to him, his addressis:-

Capt W. B.

C.C. 87" Sanitary Section

Egyptian Exped Force

cloGPC
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14" June 1916 L etter from Daish to Dunkley
1/1 Herts Regt:
Halton Camp
Bucks

My Dear Dunkley
Just a private note please. | notice from my bank book that the usual
was not paid into my account at the end of May or the beginning of June. | should be
awfully glad if you would let me know if thisisamistake or if the lab: are not going
to give me any more while | am away. Sorry to trouble you about such a matter but
naturally | should like to know.
| have suddenly been fired down to Brigade Hdq: to fill aplace
temporarily which has been vacated by a man going to Eastern Command Hdgs: |
know nil about the job & am floundering badly, but still it is achange.
Y ours sincerely
A JDaish
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15" June 1916 Draft letter from Dunkley to Daish

Dear Capt Daish
The omission was entirely my fault. | can only account for it by the fact
that the books were away at the auditors at thetime & | hadn’t the list of the previous
month to guide me. | omitted Keen's cheque in the sameway. | am very glad you
have called my attention to the matter so that | can rectify it when drawing cheques
on Saturday next, 17" inst. | am awfully sorry | made the blunder.
| note you have got ajob at B. Hdg: & hope in the course of afew days
you will get well accustomed to the new duties.
We are very quiet here. The Trust Committee comes down on Tuesday
next for their annua visit.
With kindest regards & trusting you & Mrs Daish are well
| am, yours sincerely
GTD
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1% July 1916




H.P Currant (without which it would be impossible to get in the harvest),
2). Heisthe only man on the farm who can work the engine which
Isused for threshing all the corn, preparing roots for the beasts
etc.
3). There are only two other men on the farm who can plough thus,
iIf we lose Currant we should have one ploughman only for
each 120 acres, but by keeping him we have one for each 80
acres. The soil is heavy and difficult to plough: thiswork can
only be done by a skilled man.

Mr Eames, the farm manager, joined up in April, and hiswork is being
done by Mrs Eames. It is necessary to the working of the farm that Currant be
retained till after harvest, threshing, and autumn ploughing_are done. Exemption for
6 months is asked for, conditional on hisremaining in his present work.

kkkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

39 July 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Bowden

Dear Athelstan

| was sorry to hear afew days ago through Arthur Oggelsby that you
werein hospital in Rouen. At first it was said that you had been hit by afalling tree
or branch & later that you had some kind of fever. However whatever may be the
cause of your illness | hope you will soon recover.

We had Mr Petherbridge in at the Lab this morning for an hour or two.
He was staying the week end with Mr Randall down at the nursery. Heislooking
quite well.

About afortnight ago Mr Sawyer was here for aweek end. Heis now
stationed at Edinburgh. He was just recovering from an attack of German Measles.
He was however looking quite fit. He returned to his regiment aday or two later, &
one day last week Mr Richards saying he was in hospital with a second attack of
German Measles, but he added that he was feeling pretty comfortable. He expectsto
go out to the front with adraft very shortly.

Mr Keen too was here about afortnight ago. Heis now Captain.

Dr Russdll had aletter from Capt Buddin this morning. Hetoo is on the
sick list & isin hospital in Egypt owing to an attack of enteric. He hopes to be on
two feet again in about afortnight.



Mr Prescott, Mr Horton & Mr Richards are still here but Mr Prescott
may start for Egypt at any time now, as he has been appointed chemist to the Agric.
Society out there.

Cyril Pearce who joined the Roy. Field Artillery at Luton afew weeks
ago has now been transferred to the Surrey Rifles & istraining at Crowboroughin
Sussex.

We are having very unsettled weather & it is very bad for getting in the
hay.

Y ours sincerely
G T Dunkley
P.S. | havetoday paid £5 in to your P.O.Savings Bank a/c & have written to your
mother to ask her to take your book to have it entered.
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4" July 1916 L etter from W Wilson to Dunkley
Cravells Road

Dear George

Please excuse pencil. | am pleased to say that the Dr allows meto go in Bath
Chair every afternoon if fine now & he allowed me to come down to tea on Sunday
for thefirst time. | have not been allowed down stairs since | went up until Sunday. |
am pleased to hear of the Promotions to Captains but am sorry to hear about Athel
being wounded, we heard last night that “Little .....” waswounded very bad & his
parents had atelegram last night to say he was sinking fast, he was taken by Boat
with othersto Bristol. | hope you are keeping well

Y ours sincerely
W Wilsom
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6" July 1916 Draft notesin pencil by Dunkley

Dr Russell went round the Labs to consider the following pointstoday. He was
accompanied by G.T.D. Mr Brice (foreman) & White the plumber

1). Laying on of water to Mason lab. from the supply in the New labs instead of as at
present from the North Wing

Decision —to remain asit isfor the present

2). Gasto Mason Lab. from New labs instead of from the pipe supplying the Engine
House.



Decision —to remain as at present. The nearest adequate supply would be to meet up
with the ashing room.

3). The steam steriliser — at some future time to be placed near Still room (outside) or
inside the Still Room. Thereisahead of steam which would supply the steriliser in
the N.E. corner of the room.

For the present it isto remain in the iron building by the door to the North Wing.
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9th July 1916 L etter from Gertrude Batesto Dunkley
Addenbrooke’' s Hospital
Cambridge

Dear Mr Dunkley

Please forgive me for being such an absent minded beggar & giving you
al thisextratrouble. Thank you very much for your letter. Yes| had just heard
about Billy Rowley | am most frightfully sorry for his parents. And so poor Cyril
(possibly W. C. Game) has had to go at last. | wonder if hishealth will stand it. We are
most frightfully busy here, nearly 600 wounded in lessthan aweek & all straight
from the fighting. It iswonderful how rapidly they transport them across, they are
here in hospital within 48 hours of being wounded & all black & grimy with the
smoke & covered in mud. I’ ve been meaning to write to you for sometime for | want
your valuable advice please. The letters Matron receives from the War Office etc
have assumed such alarming proportions that they ought to be kept as a proper index
system. Please how do you doit? So far | have paper folders headed “ Resignations’
“Transfers’ “Financial” etc but | want something more detailed than that. For
Instance suppose the War Office writes about “Miss Smith’s” resignation & then later
on about her pay, & then they write about Miss Jones getting married (for some of
them do & most would if they could) & al thisis so difficult to index. | try and put
al Miss Smith’s things together but then they are not in their proper folders & if
Matron wanted to look up something about her goodness knows what folder to find
her in. How do you manage about the card system. Until lately | used to shy all Dr
Russdll’ sletters at your head & whenever | wanted one back you always knew where
tofind it. | also haveto keep two letter books now one for letters received and one
for letters sent out, & | have to write all about them, from whom sent their contents
etc. That iseasy enough but how to index those letters | don’t know. For instance if
aletter were about Miss Smith & Miss Jones going abroad ought | to put them in the
index asunder “F’ | e Foreign Service, or under “S’ & “J'? Altogether my poor



little brain is getting rapidly addled. | told Matron | was going to write to you & she
said it wasagood ideal! Asit iswhen she asks me for aletter | just stand on my
head and try to think which folder I put it into, for very often the letter is written on
severa different subjects, & about thingsin general &not any particular person.
Please be an angel & come to my rescue. She has set her heart on a card index!
Goodbye. Please forgive me for bothering you. | guess you have enough work to do
without me crawling in. | hope you arewell. Kind regards & many thanks.

Y ours sincerely

Gertrude Bates

| call it awfully british of you to have stamped the envel ope!!
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11 July 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Miss Bates

Miss G Bates
Addenbrookes' s Hospital
Cambridge

Dear Miss Bates

| received your letter of yesterday with the voucher duly signed for
which many thanks.

Asto thefiling and indexing, it is rather difficult to try to offer advice
without knowing more about the particular needs of the case. From the data you give
me however | am inclined to suggest one of the following - -

(1) Have folders for each_Subject according to the number of letters your

past experience would lead you to expect may be required:-

Say for instance devote 10, 20 or more foldersin one drawer of thefile
to “Resignations’, and place a“guide” of adifferent colour in front of the batch
clearly labelled “Resignations’. Each of the folders should be numbered 1,2,3
onwards. Your index cards might then be on the alphabetical plan, viz. acard for
each person as the enclosed specimen. In the same way you might devote another set
of folders commencing at No. 50 say and going up to 100. Another set for “Finance’
from 101 to 150, and so on. The same set of Index cards would serve al the sets of
folders, that is if your number of subjects does not exceed about ten that can be
accommodated on one index card.

(2) Another plan which would not necessitate the use of Index cards
would be to have folders as under:-

Subject guide card “Resignations”, and folders following labelled a, b, ¢
etc, throughout the alphabet, and then the letters of say Ansdll, Armstrong, Atherton




etc, would al goin folder “A”. The names commencing with B into folder “B” and
S0.

The Globe Wernicke supply alphabetical folders as you know of about
40 foldersto the set, the aphabet being split up something like the following A, Ba,
Be—-BI, Bl —Bo, and so on making 40 in all.

| do not know if you are contemplating having file cabinets to take
letters of quarto size or foolscap, but if most of your letters are foolscap it would be
more economical to have afileto take letters of that size, asin aquarto file every
foolscap letter hasto be folded and therefore takes the place of 2 |etters.

On the subject of précis and indexing letter books | am afraid | can be
of still lesshelp to you for | have done next to nothing in that line. | however enclose
a specimen blank form similar to those used by my younger son when he attended the
Strand Schooal, in case this may be of any use.

If you are thinking of coming to Harpenden in the near future atalk of
afew minutes on these subjects would perhaps do more good than the above
suggestions.

Y ours faithfully
11 July 1916 L etter from Gertrude Batesto Dunkley
Addenbrooke’ s Hospital

Dear Mr Dunkley
Y et another letter to bother you with. Could you tell me exactly how
much money | was receiving from the Lab. before the war & on what date | went on
half screw & how much that is now per year. The reason | ask isbecause | am trying
to recover my incometax & | have now to say what further salary | am receiving. |
know how much | get per month & | look forward to it with pleasurable anticipation
(good expression that) but how much it comes to per annum is more than thislittle
nigger knows. | f you can let me know by return | shall be very grateful. | cant
imagine why they want to bother me about what salary | receive.
With kind regards
Yrsvery sincerely

Gertrude Bates
In pencil on a small piece of paper isthe following in Dunkley' s hand

Miss Bates Mo. Annum
Beforewar& } 5-8-4 £65
Upto1lAug1914 }
Sept 1/14 } 2-14-2 £32-10

To }
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12" July 1916 (arrived) Letter from A Bowden to Dunkley
3 Coleswood Road
Harpenden

Dear Mr Dunkley
| am so grieved & vexed with myself to discover that after al the kindness
bestowed upon Athelstan, that | had not acknowledge it cannot understand myself
doing such athing; unlessit was being over anxious about the accident. | do hope
that you will forgive the error. Many, many thanks for your kindness hoping to be
forgiven asit is such an anxious time just now: Athel seemsto be making alittle
progress for which | feel very thankful though | feel sureit israther a serious case
Y ours sincerely
A. Bowden

Pte A H Bowden (4107)
2. B Ward
2" Birmingham War Hospital
Northfield
Nr Birmingham
kkhkkhkkkhkhkhkkkhkhkkkikk
L aboratory New Buildings
Suggestions to submit to the architects when next here

June 22/16 - Cracks in plaster work by the door leading into the Library should be
made good

Should Chimney pots be put on furnace chimney stacks?
Door between GTD’s & Miss Johnson’s room?

Drip holes under taps

Wooden topsto W.C's — remove?

( The above were submitted to Mr Freeman when here on 12 July 1916
by Dr Russell)

GTD
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13" July 1916 Draft letter from Dunkley to A Bowden

Dear Mrs Bowden
Thanks for your note. | can quite understand in the circumstances that
you did not sooner write. | am glad to hear Athelstan is making progress & hope that
now heisin England again he will soon recover. | wrote to him about 10 days ago
but sent it to France so whether it will reach him or not | do not know. Trusting you
will continue to have good news of him.
| am yours faithfully
GTD
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13" July 1916 L etter from Gertrude Batesto Dunkley
Addenbrooke’s

Dear Mr Dunkley

Thank you most awfully for your two instructive letters. | am so grateful
to you for the trouble you have taken over both, & they will both be most useful. A
sortof ..... ...... of memory has come back to me over the card index thing. My
next step will be to try and get Matron to buy afolder drawer but | doubt if | shall
succeed for after all it isonly wanted during the war, she would have no need for it
after. Such an extraordinary day, it has been very dark & very close & now | have
just finished teain the garden it has begun to rain. We were going to have had an
open air concert this evening but it doesn’t look very hopeful now. Y esterday
Pembroke College invited 50 of our soldiers to tea but unfortunately we had abig
clearance the day before so could only muster 30. | helped to push down one of the
very helpless ones & was invited to stop afterwards and have tea with them but |
aready had a previous engagement. They gave them a splendid entertainment first in
the dining hall, conjuror etc. & such atea after, strawberries & cream etc. The men
did enjoy themselves. Thereis going to be an Exhibition at the 1% Eastern of all sorts
of work done by the nurses, patients & orderlies & anyone connected with the
Hospital. Quite alot of the nurses are showing things from here. | am sending alittle
pen & ink sketch but it isno more likely to get aprizethan | am!! Now goodbye.
Thank you again ever so much for all your trouble

Yoursvery sincerely
Gertrude Bates
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15" July 1916 L etter from Bowden to Dunkley
2B Ward
2" Birmingham War Hospital
Northfield
Nr. Birmingham

Dear Mr Dunkley

Just afew lines to thank you for your most welcome letters which | was so
pleased to receive thismorning. | must first of all ask you to please excuse this awful
scrawl & pencil. They havejust had atelegram from the War Office proposing to
chuck us all out (over 800 patients) & make room for 1000 German wounded.
Needless for me to comment any further on the subject. Did Mr Grey receive the
letter | sent him after we left Rouen & arrived ‘ somewhere in France'. | suppose
there is no harm in mentioning names now, but one hasto be careful. After we left
Rouen for unknown destination we had an 18 hours ride in atrain. Some ride too.
Travelled so fast that we could have jumped out & picked wild flowers & then caught
thetrain up! | hope | shall not bore you by writing thisletter but | felt like letting my
pencil go, asthereisreally not much elseto do except read. Well, we got out near
Arras & marched therest & were billeted in old French farmsteds with plenty of rats
for company. It was pitiful to see some of the villages we marched through
absolutely smashed up by shell fire. Also | must say we got ‘thewind up’, a bit,
when we were ordered to march about 8 at atime at adistance say of 50 yards aswe
were under observation from the German lines & so as to lessen the casualties if we
were shelled. That wasthefirst timel heard the ‘guns’ in warfare. What struck me
most was to see these large wayside crosses, a huge crucifix by the roadside, & all
round it smashed to atoms & this remained untouched. One church | visited had been
shelled but although several shells had made big holes over the altar the cross
remained untouched. Again another extraordinary case (they were of course dl
Roman Catholic Churches) & one picture had been knocked off the wall shewing Our
Lord being nailed to the Cross. Well the heads of those nailing Him were knocked
off & cracked & the figure of Christ was again untouched. Comment again
unnecessary. | wouldn't have believed it but | have seenit. Also | was surprised to
find out that the people in the villages just behind the lines took less notice of it all
than wedo in England. | was sorry | lost all my kit etc. in France when | shifted
except afew private |etters etc.

Thereisone chap in here had 111 wounds & heis getting on fine. Can
walk quite well. Some Chap. We used to have some exciting times watching them
shell the aeroplanes on either sides. Well, | think | will shut up now. | never saw the
Regt as we were right away on another part of the line & attached to Entrenching
Batt: | think I’m going on all right now. | felt rather queer the other day, can’t
remember much my temperature was over 104. The doctor won't tell mewhat it is,



as something else has set in beside the accident. They took a sample of my blood for
anaysisthe other day & etc. etc. etc. | must consider myself very lucky it was no
worse as it took 5 chapsto lift the stuff of me. Y ou see when the alarm was given |
couldn’'t get clear intime & | fell over some iron cutting both my legs & then the
stuff fell across my back.

Re your letters, many many thanks for your kindness in again placing £5
to my credit. | was deeply grieved to hear of Lieut J(?) Stephenson’sinjuries. | trust
heis progressing. No I've heard nothing of G Lawrence since last November, he was
then at Thetford in the 4/1% Herts

WEell: hoping you are quite well

| remain
Yours sincerely
Athel H Bowden
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2" August 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Bruce (Board of Agriculture)
A B Bruce Esq,

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries,

8 Whitehall Place,

London, SW.

Herbert P Currant

Dear Sir

On behalf of Dr Russell who is away for aday or two, | beg to say that the
term of exemption from Military Service granted by the “Central Tribuna” on April
17" last (C.T. Number 16,519) to the above expired on July 17", and an application
was accordingly made last night to the Harpenden Tribunal for an extension of the
period but the case was dismissed by them. We are now appealing to the Herts
County Tribunal, and Dr Russell would be much obliged if you would support the
appeal when it comes before that body .

| enclose herewith particulars of the case. From these you will see that we
are now asking for Currant’s exemption solely as engine driver and ploughman, and
not as before on account of the work he also does on the experimental plots.
Y ours faithfully
G.T.D.

Secretary

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k



2" August 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Russell

Dr E JRussall

Harper Adams Agricultural College
Newport

Salop

Dear Dr Russdll

Messrs Little & Johnston, steamship owners of 46 Leadenhall Street, E.C.,
phoned this afternoon to ask you to go tomorrow afternoon to some Chemical Works
at 7a, Norton End Road, Fulham, to watch atest of wood passing through retorts. |
told them you were away and not expected back till tomorrow evening of Friday
morning. They said they might possibly be repeating the thing later and would write
to you.

Messrs W H Smith & Son’ s representative came this afternoon but owing to
labour difficulties etc. is unable to give us an estimate for the binding as awhole or to
guarantee that the lot would be bound by any specified time. However | took some
notes during the interview and will submit them to you on your return.

The local tribunal dismissed the application for the exemption of H Currant
from Military Service, so Mrs Eames is preparing to submit the case to the Herts
County Tribunal, and I have written to Mr Bruce telling him how the matter stands
and asking him to do what he can when the matter comes before the County
Authorities.

Y ours faithfully

G T Dunkley
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7" August 1916 L etter from Dunkley to W E Whiteside
Mr W E Whiteside
5aNew Burlington Street
Regent Street, W.
Dear Sir

| return herewith your letter of the 4" inst. with answersto your queries as to
the fancy knobs and lock plates to the doors inside the entrance hall here.

The only door which lacks the specia fittings you mention is that leading to the
South or Main Laboratory, and from that the lock and all the fittings are absent. |
remember Messrs Thompson & Sons' foreman saying some weeks ago respecting
these that they had been received and were found to be either |eft-handed instead of
right, or right instead of left, and had been returned in consequence. Heisjust now



on holiday but if you desireit | will ask him to send you particulars asto what is
required as soon as he returns.

Y ours faithfully

G.T.D.
Secretary
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7" August 1916 L etter from J Buddin to Dunkley
Up Clapton

Dear Mr Dunkley
Just received cable from Walter to say heisreturning.

With kind regards
Yours sincerely
JBuddin
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22" August 1916 letter from G Lawrence (2243) to Dunkley
4/1% Hants Regt
B Company

Killinghall Camp, Harrogate
Dear Sir
Mr Dunkley just aline or two trusting thiswill find you well asit leaves me at
present. You will be surprised to hear that | have retreated to the ranks at my own
request as they are sending droughts out an | could not go other wise. They say we
are going to be attached to the Glosters so we may meet our chums by chance. |
thought it best as | have trained a good many so | think it my turntogo an ...... a
few of those Ger.... Thereismost off usold are going out thistime so | shall be
with afew | no. | hope all the boys are well at home an that Athell as got quite well
again. We had quite an emmagance move on Sunday morning last at 4 am. We were
moving to the coast but towards evening things were normal. So we were allowed
out. So. Sir. If | get with thisdrought | shall be going out the 1% off Sept. | will let
you no when | land the other side. | hopeto have alineif possible from you before |
go as aletter from home cheers one up abit an | am sure its my greatest wish to do
my bit what ever come as | suppose | shall have to back some off the younger ones
into action as | have got to put on my service an Conduct stripe so they may no | am
not arecruit. Well sir | sincerely hope that the boys off the Lab are keeping quite fit
an well an tell them that | will put afew Germans out off sight for them if they don’t
me. | think thisis| think thisis al the news this time trusting to hear from you an
believe me to remain

Y our Obedient Servant
G Lawrence
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27" August 1916 L etter from Russell to Dunkley
9 Oriental Place
Brighton
Many thanks for your letter of information. | am waiting for replies (from Leeds and
Newcastle) to my enquiries. | shall be in Harpenden to get sides etc. the day before
my journey north, probably Sept 4" & 5™. Had very good run down — no rain — but
found it rather dull - first time | have been alone on atrip to the coast. Brightonisa
wonderful place for crowds — and such crowds. Showery.
E.JR.
28" August 1916 L etter from Appleyard to Russal
Ministry of Munitions of War
H.M. Factory
Alexandra Dock
King'sLynn

Dear Dr Russdll

| wonder if you would be good enough to write me aletter of introduction
to Dr Brown of the Norfolk Farmer’s Manure Assocn. The manure works are nearby
and | should be very pleased to look over the place. It seems abig concern.

| came down here early in June in charge of the above place.

We employ 70 workmen and there are three more chemists junior to
myself. Thework isvery interesting but very worrying. | am glad to say everything
has gone excellently, but not without troubles. The work is continuous and as we
keep the plant going day and night it is very strenuous. | have not had a single day
off since | came to Lynn and have frequently to work through the night.

| shall be glad of arest but see no prospect at present of getting one. As
an indication of our success | may say that before we came down Strange &
Graham’swere losing £700 aweek — or rather the Ministry were —and now we are
making a clear profit of £1000 aweek. Last week we had arecord by making £1500
clear profit after deducting rent rates taxes wages, coa & raw material. Infact
acetone costs the Govt. nothing now at King’s Lynn. We turn out about 8 tons a
week & double this quantity of butyl alcohol. How are things in Harpenden? Have
you done anything more at our paper? | should be glad if we could finish it off.

| hope soon to send you a sample of adouble silicate called Perninter(?)
which is a synthetic product and has the property of extracting Cafrom Soln. |
thought it might interest Prescott. The Caisreplaced by 2Na & the converse takes
place in high Conc. of Na.

Kind regards to Mrs Russell
Y ours sincerely A Appleyard
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1% September 1916 Letter from Russall toR F C

The O.C.
R.F.C. Recruiting Depot
S. Farnborough

Dear Sir,
| am much obliged to you for your telegram courteously granting an extension
of harvest leave for Private Eames, no. 27158, which will greatly help usin the very
difficult and trying time we are havi8ng now by reason of adverse weather
conditions. | can assure you your action is greatly appreciated.
Y ours faithfully
EJR
Director
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4" September 1916 L etter from Charlotte F S Johnson to Dunkley

Dear Mr Dunkley

At last the long expected has happened and we have been favoured(?) by a
visit from Zepps. | can only give you an account at second hand as | slept through
the whole thing and knew nothing about it until the following morning. | gather that
most people were wakened alittle after one 0’ clock on Sunday morning (3¢ September)
by loud explosions, and it is thought that there were three machines over Harpenden;
Busby says that one hung stationary over the village for 10 minutes. A bomb was
dropped in the Broadbalk field about 40ft outside Currant’ s house, burying a shock,
and breaking two or three panes of glassin his windows; beyond that here was no
damage done. Two more bombs were dropped in afield off Redborne Lane, on the
Scout’ s farm, and two more at Hammond's End; we have therefore cause for great
thankfulness that there were no lives lost and no destruction to property caused.
Essington Church, near Hatfield is said to be badly damaged, and the Chancel
destroyed. But at least one Zepp has been brought down, and it is said that thiswas a
super-Zeppelin; rumour aso hasit that two cameto grief in the North Sea, but as yet
there is no confirmation of this, although one hopesit is true.

| received the chegque from Dr Brown this morning and have sent it on to Dr
Russdll for his signature.

Grace (Bassill) i1s asking for alarge quantity of medium ruled foolscap as she
has alot of writing to do for Miss Brenchley; | gave her what | could find, but she
said it isnot nearly enough. | told her she would have to make the other do until your
return, if Miss Brenchley does not like this, it will be better for her to get some
herself and charge it to the Lab, will it not?




| unpacked the typewriter this morning, and found exactly the same fault
with one of the letters as that for which we sent it back to Remington; either they
failed to replace the spring when overhauling the machine, or it had got out of gear on
thejourney. | fancy the former was the case, as Miss Crump and | have managed to
get it right again - the question iswill it stay right?

| hope you are having better weather than we are having here; yesterday

morning we had a heavy thunderstorm with torrents of rain, and to-day it isvery
stormy.

With kind regards and trusting you will have avery nice rest and come
back all the better for the change
Yoursvery truly
Charlotte F S Johnson
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8" September 1916 Letter from Charlotte F S Johnson to Dunkley

Dear Mr Dunkley

Many thanks for your letter. Y ou seem to be having avery interesting
time, & | hope favoured with good wesether. It isvery niceto feel that your sonis
safely at home, this thought will | feel sure add to the enjoyment of your holiday.

| have now received the following subs:

Lord Iveagh 10 10
J T Brunner 2 2
H Mellish 2 2
Sir H Carlile 5 5
Dr Voelcker 5 -
Ellis & Everard 2 2
£2 1
Shall | send these to Coultts, or are there any othersto wait for?
With kind regards
Y ours very truly
Charlotte F S Johnson
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12" September 1916(arrival) Letter from W A Davisto Dunkley
Agricultural Research Ingtitute
Pusa
Bihar

My Dear Dunkley

| reproach myself that | have not written before to you but | have been
awfully busy and travelling about much of the time so that | get little opportunity for
letter writing. | have written to severd ..... Rothamsted folk however & you



probably heard a good deal of my movements. It isquite astrenuouslifel lead &
very to the quiet placidity of the Rothamsted Lab. Here | spend most of my time
away from the lab. with making visits to the various indigo facilities situated in the
most remote parts. Have got three native assistants & a good sized lab to myself.
Most of the actual analytical work | leave to my assistants having broken them in. |
have travelled some 2000 miles by motor car since | arrived so that you can see |
have been getting about some. | managed to get the government to get a new motor
car for mein less than afortnight — which | understand constitutes a record for India.
Usually it takes months for even a high official to get a motor car sanctioned. But |
pointed out that | had myself come out at afortnight’ s notice and was at a standstill
until a car was bought & it was up to them to get a car in afortnight aso. | got
straight on to the Government at Simla and they put it through & purchased the car in
the time specified.

The travelling herein the rain in amotor car isfearful & wonderful. You
never really know whether you will arrive at your destination because the roads have
an unpleasant habit of being breached for a 100 yards or more by the floods, and after
travelling 30 miles you may find the road gone. Sometimes too you have to plough
through mud up to the axles for amile or two —thisis strict fact. Generally your car
gets stuck & you then call up agang of coolies & get them to push you through.

| have had one involuntary (this bit is not clear except that the car ended up
down a 4 foot high bank and Davis) was shot out head first into 4 foot of water of the
“most disgusting type” sank to the bottom & came up spluttering whilst the car gently
subsided into the channel & stayed there.
WEell suchislife. | am getting my share of native service.
| hope your sonis still quite well and uninjured by the army.
Please let me hear from you sometime. Letters are very welcomein
thisland of strangers.

With best regards to all
Y oursvery truly
W. A. Davis
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L etter from Getrude Batesto Dr Russdll 13" September 1914
Addenbrooke’' s Hospital
Cambridge

My dear Dr Russell

| am feeling an awful brute staying away likethisand | do hope | am
not causing you any great inconvenience, But | really don’t know what | ought to do.
I know it is making atremendous difference to Matron having me here, & sheis
fearfully overworked, & | know if | |eft the authorities would never pay for any one



to take my place, yet on the other hand | don’t feel | am treating you properly. The
worst of itis| cant say any timewhen | think | am likely to be less wanted, so far |
doing agood deal morethan | did. | generally work all morning from 9a.m. till 1-30,
some times part of the afternoon, & alwaysall evening. Itisnot abit too hard. | am
only too glad to be able to do it, only it would mean she would have to do al this
herself if | were not here. She not only has this hospital to run, which as you know is
no small one, but sheis Principal Matron of the 1% Eastern General Hospital which so
far isat Trinity Cloisters. There are 231 beds there which are practically all filled —
about 150 of them being the wounded & when the other wounded arrive, which we
are expecting, they will be first in the tents which have been erected in Trinity
Meadow. So you seethereis not much sign of the work diminishing, & if | leave
now it will be very difficult for matron, yet on the other hand | consider you ought to
comefirst. Pleasetell me what you think & | will do whatever you think right. | am
awfully grateful to you for letting me come away as you did
With kind regards
Yrsvery sincerely
Gertrude bates

19" September 1916 L etter from B A Keen to Dunkley

4™ (R) B" Suffolk Regt

D Lines

Halton Camp West

Bucks

My dear Dunkley
Y ou will observethat | am still in Camp with a slightly changed
address due to an amalgamation with the 4™ Suffolks. | expect my draft to go very
shortly now, judging by the average time they spend here after being once warned.
Prescott promised me areprint of his latest paper if they arrived before he left. | sad
If he went before they came he would leave alist of names with you. If he has done
so let me have a copy beforel go. I'll give you warning when | leave here so that
you could then send the papers to my Harpenden address Welford, St James Road.
Would you be good enough to ask Dr Russell if any copies of his presidential address
at the B.A. & any of the proceedings of his section are available. If one could be
spared | should very much like to haveit.
Kindest regards to all
Y ours sincerely
B A Keen
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26" September 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Russell

Dr E JRussdl|
14 Fort Crescent
Cliftonville
Margate

Dear Dr Russdll
| returned to the Laboratory yesterday and find things are going on quite

normaly. | understand from Grey that al the experimental grain crops are now
carried, the last being those grown on the plots set out by Mr Richards which were
got in yesterday.

In making out the salary cheques to day to send to Dr Brown | have drawn
Mr Eames' for one month at full pay and two months at half pay. Y ou will remember
| mentioned the matter to you before the holidays and | think you approved this
course being accepted. | am asking Mrs Eames to give us achequefor £72in
payment of the rent for the New Farm Buildings for the year now ending. Thisis|
think in accordance with Messrs Keen & Co’s suggestion.

| was sorry to learn from Miss Johnson that your second son is just now
in delicate health and hope the proposed further stay at Margate will again restore
him to health.

| understand you are likely to return her on Thursday. On that evening |
have been selected for air-guard duty so | may not be able to stay at the Laboratory
later than about 5 0’ clock. Our men have been kept on duty till daylight returns, and
it is quite a necessary precaution in view of the recent raids. It isfortunate that
practically no damage was done in the Harpenden district when the Zeppelins were
over here about three weeks ago.

| am, yours faithfully
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27" September 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Russall

Dr E JRussdl|
14 Fort Crescent
Cliftonville
Margate

Dear Dr Russdll

You will | am sure be pleased to learn that Sir John Brunner has this morning
sent us a cheque for £232 in answer to your appeal to him of July 31% for that sum to
provided furniture for the New Library.



| have acknowledged the receipt of the chequeto Sir John's lady Secretary
who forwarded it and said aformal receipt shall be sent on as soon as you return.
The cheque has been lodged in Barclay’s No2 account pending your return.
Y ours faithfully
G.T.D.

khkkhkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

27" September 1916 L etter from Russell to Dunkley

My dear Dunkley

As everything is going on normally | have decided to stop till Sunday night
and shall then return by the next train. | shall turn up at the Lab on Monday morning.

| forget how far the Saturday wages cheques are drawn. Y ou might however
see Mr Barnes as to the possibility of drawing the money wanted for the purpose.

It is quite right about Mr Eames cheque.

| hope you had agood holiday & feel al the better for the change- & | aso
hope you will have avery dull night next Thursday!

Yours etc
E JRussdll

Did Miss Johnson tell you that Sir John Brunner feels disposed to help us get the
library furniture?
As | am not writing to her please tell her that | do not return till Monday

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

27" September 1916 NotereW Game

W. Game — Re-examined today at Bedford & passed for general servicein the army

khkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

28" September 1916 L etter from J Buddin(Walter Buddin's parent?) to Dunkley
87 Reighton Road
Up Clapton
N.E.

Dear Mr Dunkley
Walter(Capt Buddin) returned to duties Aug 6™ after 12 days convalescence

(abit too soon | think) he says heisfeeling fit again. Wereceived a letter yesterday
dated Sept 14™ top say he was off next morning. He wrote afew weeks back to say
he expected to be sent about 300 miles south of Cairo by rail, or rather 350 miles by
raill & 300 asthe crow flies. | takeit that he has gone to Aswan, but don’t know for
certain. He said hewas afraid that he would miss Mr Prescott, but hoped he would
see him. He has been unsettled about going the last week or two. One day order to



go, the next day cancelled. Heiswith the same section he went out with. Glad to
hear your son iswell and back in England. | have sent the address Walter sent
yesterday
With Best wishes
Y ours sincerely
JBuddin
Address:-
Capt W Buddin
G. C. Sanitary Section 87
RA.M.C.T.
W.F.F
c/o G.P.O. Egypt
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29" September 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Russell

Dr E JRussdl|
14 Fort Crescent
Cliftonville
MARGATE

Dear Dr Russdll

| have just received your letter and note you are deferring your return till
Sunday evening. | will arrange with Messrs Barclay & Co. about cash for
tomorrow’ s wages and also for Mrs Eames' cheque to day. The monthly and
guarterly salary cheques will also do quite well on Monday morning.

| enclose |etters from Mr Martin Sutton re visit by himself and Dr Keeble
here next Monday, and also copies of the telegrams sent by me to you and to him and
acopy of Miss Johnson’s covering letter to Mr Sutton.

Miss Johnson wishes me to tell you she has nothing to report. Sheisdoing
library cards.

In reply to your kind enquiry | had avery nice holiday at Teignmouth.

We were released from our Air-guard duties at 2 O’ clock this morning and
arrived in Harpenden again at 3.30. There was nothing doing | am glad to say,
probably owing to the thundery conditions which prevailed at times after 7pm.

William Game was examined by the Medical Board at Bedford on
Wednesday |ast and has this time been passed as fit for “General Service”. Y ou will
remember that he was rejected last year on account of his small chest measurement.
He does not know when he will haveto join up.

Grey is not very well again just now, and has in accordance with Dr

L eggatt’ s orders had most of histeeth extracted.



Mr Rupert Guiness's cheque for £62 — 10 — O for the quarter just ending
has come in this morning, and | have sent it in to Coutts and Co.
Y ours faithfully
G.T.D.
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29" September 1916 L etter from W Wilson to Dunkley
Harpenden

Dear George

Many thanks for the Treasury Notes. | am pleased to say | am
certainly better but the Doctor allows me to go for walks up the Common as far as
Mrs Garland’s & back but he would not alow me to go to the village but | hope he
will soon allow meto do so. | hope you and your wife & sons are quite well, & also
that you had a pleasant holiday.

Yourstruly
W Wilson
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1% October 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Andrew Cunningham
A. Cunningham
6 Brunton Place
Edinburgh

Dear Mr Cunningham

Yes| am sorry to say | had heard from Mr Sawyer of the death of your
mother and | tender you my deepest sympathies in your |oss.

Thanks for the P.O. for 5/e towards Mr Prescott’s present. Thetotal
amount collected now stands at £5— 11 — 0 but | hope it will still increase.

It is strange about the letter you sent here for Mr Clayton. Asl|
mentioned in my last it certainly did not come by the same post as your card and it
has not come since.

| heartily commend you for trying to do your little bit with the
Sanitary Corps and | hope you will be successful in getting acommission
Y ours sincerely
G.JD.
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2"d October 1916 L etter from Dunkley to Sawyer

Dear Mr Sawyer

Dr Russell has asked me to write to you respecting the......... allowance
as he understands you are now engaged at the Lister Institute. He would therefore be
glad to know if you have severed your connection with the army, & whether you are
still receiving army pay or whether you are now recelving asalary at the Lister which
approximates or exceeds your salary before you left here last November. If you
would just drop either to Dr Russell or to me stating the present condition of things |
shall be much obliged

We had a Zepp very near to uslast night. It actually passed from north
to south on the east side of Harp" about 11 o' clock but no bombs were dropped in the
immediate district so far aswe know. Many of us saw the illumination when the
thing was hit. Thank goodness that makes four of the Huns Devilish Imps brought
down in amonth.

Mr Eames was down again on Saturday. Heis now stationed at
Roehampton with akite section. Heistrying for acommission.

Matters are going on very quietly here. E.J.R. returned from Margate
last night where he has been staying with hisfamily. Willie Game was last week
passed by the Bedford Medical Board asfit for general service. Last year you will
remember he was rgjected. F Seabrook who will be 18 next month has enlisted & is
waiting to be called up.

Trusting you are enjoying good health
| am yours faithfully
G T Dunkley
P.S. A cheque dated 30" Sept:- is being placed to your credit at Barclays
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4™ October 1916 L etter from Clutterbuck to Rothamsted
St Giles
Harpenden

Dear Sir

In answer to your kind message with reference to designing a Bookplate for
the Library —my charge for designing & engraving the plate would be £10, 10 — 0.
(25 artist’s proofs included), & if required | shall be pleased to submit specimens.
Yrsfaithfully
J. E. Clutterbuck

P.S.
The charge does not include printing the edition
The designers generally arrange a contract



At the best possible rate with the copperplate printers
Who would supply an estimate of so much per 1000
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7" October 1916 Note from A Campbell(?) to Dunkley

Hawill Lodge

Beaworthy

Devon
D.D. (Dear Dunkley?)

Have got acommission today & expect eventually to be posted to
Salisbury for specia duty that | am up for. You might tell Williamsplease. .... ....
How are all yours & peopleat thelab. ...... .......
Yours
A.V.C.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

7! October 1916

From E.JRussdll D.Sc. (Lond.) Director of the Rothamsted Experimental Station

| have much pleasure in stating that William Game has been engaged here during
the past five years as assistant in the Chemica Laboratory, and that his conduct and
work have been entirely satisfactory.

Besides assisting in the usual routine of the laboratory work he has had special
experience in the following.

1. —intaking the Meteorological readings, for which purpose he was sent for a
period to the Meteorological Office, London, to learn the proper officia
methods of procedure.

2. .—Inthe chemica processesinvolved in the determination of nitrogen and
ammonia, as well asthe usual dry matter estimations, sampling etc.

3. . —Inweighing and checking, both on laboratory scale and on large field scale.

Heisintelligent and industrious, thoroughly reliable and honest in hiswork, and loya
to those with whom he is engaged. | have every confidence in recommending him
Director of the Rothamsted Experimental Station
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8" October 1916 L etter from Sawyer to Dunkley
L anham House
Harpenden

Dear Dunkley
Thanks for your letter received last week. | meant to have written to you
sooner but have had very little time recently. Asyou probably know, | have not seen
Dr Russell personally. In fact | was merely waiting for his return before calling to see
him. For the last month | have been going up daily from here to the Luton, & expect
to continue ‘til the end of this month, after that — | cannot say at present. Harpenden
does seem to have had quite agay time with the Zepps. Some people seem to have
seen the last two when in flames, but | have always been too snug in bed myself!
Kind regards from yours sincerely
G. C. Sawyer

khkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

8" October 1916 L etter from W Buddin to Russell

Dear Dr Russdll

| almost forget when | wrote you last but | believe it was before we had
any ordersto move. We were ordered to move all within afew days but the
Generals then began to squabble about us and the G.O.C. of our old district tried hard
to keep us there although there was another section working alongside usin the same
district. He aimost succeeded and the result was that after a week’s uncertainty we
received contradictory orders & messages at the rate of four aday for afew days until
we got our final orders with train arrangements. We are now right in the desert about
400 miles south of our old station & 120 from theriver valley. Our headquarters are
near an oasis but | spend most of my time further out in the desert where al water &
food is brought out by camel convoy. We have been |ooking after over a thousand
natives who are a construction gang moving steadily forward. Flies breed in millions
In their excreta & we are attempting to reduce the numbers. It is practically
impossible to wipe them out. Thisweek owing to areligious feast the natives have
refused to work & we have had afew exciting ...... with sticks, preventing them,
boarding the trains for home. We are also looking after afew small camps. Thetrain
comes in every other day if things are going well but there were two accidents the
week we arrived with several deaths & there have been one or two breakdowns since.
Food israther uncertain initsarrival & letters much more so.

At present half my men are unemployed owing to the natives leaving for
home but we are expecting more to come in to continue the work. Our present jobis
not very skilled it consists chiefly in policing but it is quite important as millions of
flies bred entirely in native excreta— largely dysenteric — cannot fail to be of great
danger to the troops.



Thelife hereis very enjoyable while there is plenty of work to be done to
fill in the hours of daylight but when work slackens life is not too pleasant. Theflies
by day & the mosguitoes by night become much more worrying if one has time to
swear at them & is sitting in the tent and being pestered by them. The 20 mile an
hour wind —full of sand — outside is quite pleasant in comparison.

| have had only one camel ride at present but expect to have more. A
horse is useless here & | cover most of the distances on foot. Have had severa
journeys on the light cars, asthey are usually able to take on extra passengers
provided he takes no ‘dead’ weight with him. ‘Live weight is useful asit can get off
and push. My first trip led meto be aways prepared for emergency when travelling
in the desert. We expected to make the journey in 1 %2 hours but everything possible
seemed to wrong and after 7 hours pushing we were forced to halt for the night
severa miles short of our destination — and the open desert is cold at night. At times
it took twelve of us pushing with the engine going at full strength over half an hour to
get out of the sand. Altogether it was athoroughly enjoyable experience and very
Instructive for future journeys.

Theflies are buzzing round too much so | will close

Best wishesto all
Y ours sincerely
Walter Buddin

kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k
11" October 1916 L etter from Russell to Crawford (re Currant)
D Crawford
Birchwood farm
North Road
Hatfield
Dear Sir

At the request of Mr A B Bruce of the Board of Agriculture, | beg to say that
Herbert P Currant’s case is to come before the Hertford Tribunal on Saturday next,
14™ at 4pm.

Mr Bruce tells me that particulars of the case arein your hands, bur he
wished me to remind you of the fact.
Our Farm Manageress Mrs Eames (the wife of our Farm Manager who is
serving in the Royal Flying Corps) and H P Currant will attend at the meeting.
Trusting you will do what you can to help usretain Currant till January next
so that he can assist us to get the winter ploughing done and the wheat sown.
| am, yours faithfully
EJR



Director
P.S. If you think it is unnecessary for Currant to be present on Saturday would you
kindly let us know & | find we can ill spare him just now
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13" October 1916 L etter from Edwin Grey to Dunkley
10 Carlton Road
Seaside
Eastbourne

Dear George

| am glad to say | am feeling much better. | am gradually losing that nasty
tired rundown feeling. My foot has been rather bad, much worse than when | shewed
it toyou. MrsHonisett isvery kind & alows me the means to bathe & poulticeit so
that it is now getting along & seemsto be gradually healing & | am beginning to feel
my old self again.

We have had no rain here since | came but very high winds. The seais
beautifully rough & | sit by the beach for hours. 1’'m not lonely there are about 3000
wounded soldiers here (Conval) & they are allowed out from 2 — 10 so there are
many pleased to have a chat with one as they sit on the Parade or bench. | am going
over the Summerdown Camp this afternoon one of the young chaps going to take me
over it.

Hopeyou al arewell & al well at Lab. Pleasetell Arthur & Bert | will
be writing to them presently. | have made arrangements so that Mrs G can come
down. | have sent to her to come on Monday.

| like Eastbourne better than Worthing. It isvery pretty | think. | am
going to Beachey Head tomorrow. | shall rideas| am afraid to walk it because of my
foot. | havejust watched the wounded lads (those that are getting fit) out on a short
march with their band. They seemed very happy & singing “Pack up your troublesin
your old kit bag” & smile,smile,smile.
Plenty of fish here but very dear. One chap says he has the best winkles
that ever winked.
Thereisnot aglimmer of light on the Pier or anywhere along the Front
at night. They werevery strict & quite right too.
They say all the cats are starving at Eastbourne because there are no
lights.
Kind regards. Hoping alswell with you & yours
Ted
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18" October 1916 L etter from J A Prescott to Dunkley

Societe Sultanieh D’ Agriculture
Champsd’Experiment & Laboratoires
Bahtim

Cairo, Egypt

Dear Mr Dunkley
| am just feeling settled down at Bahtim — | have been here just a

month but of that time had to take aweek’ s holiday on account of some Moslem
festival or other. We had a very nice voyage as far as weather was concerned but had
to keep our lifebelts handy al thetime. | believe on one occasion at least we were
chased by a submarine but al that we were told was that we were in very great
danger and that we ought to be prepared. We had some difficulty in getting to France
for when we reached Southampton we found that the Channel had been closed for
several days and eventually after passing about twenty four hours in the boat we were
recalled to London and a special “No. 2” train was run along with theusual P& O
express. We crossed the Channel Folkestone — Boulogne.

We are finding the climate very agreeable it is getting cooler almost
daily although with the dampness due to the high Nile the cooler weather is not so
noticeable. Out flat at Bahtim is not yet in order and we areliving at apension in
Cairo. | cometo Bahtim early in the morning — half way by tram and the next by the
carriage of the station. We are about six miles from the town. | generally stop work
at noon and return to town, any reading or writing | can do at the pension. At present
| am the only European here. The stockman is away buying animals for the army.
The botanist has not yet been appointed but | understand negotiations are being
conducted with the U.S, Department of Agriculture to get an American as soon as
possible. Thefarmisinreality astud farm and we have some fine specimens of
horses, cows, buffaloes and donkeys etc. Thereisanice garden which we are
stocking with flowers and vegetables and an orchard with most of the Egyptian and
European fruits. Our nearest shopping centreis Cairo itself although we are near an
Arab village of about 4000 inhabitants who live in mud houses. Mud seemsto be the
prevailing material of construction in the country from mosque and tombs to beehives
and cornbins. | have avery good assistant and | shall probably get a second shortly.
We have our work cut out for the winter in investigating some of the local foods but |
have to make arrangements for a number of visits to the Delta, Upper Egypt and the
Fayoum. | have already met several of the scientific workers out here and on the
whole there is an excellent feeling among them.

The Labs. are quite respectable and fortunately the Germans who were
here before laid in agood stock of apparatus and chemicals. | think we shall get
along for afew months at |east.



| have not heard of anything of Buddin yet. | wrote to his army address
but received no reply and then found out by telephone that he had left Abbassieh. |
hear aso that the 5" Suffolks are still here but have not heard yet whether Keen has
come back. We have seen the Pyramids by daylight and by moonlight — I don’t think
we were really disappointed for we had already been warned. Certainly itisonly at
midnight with the full moon that one first realises their magnitude.

We have several excursions yet to make but we have plenty of time yet
—remember meto all at the Lab. — will write later as | have time and inclination.

Mrs Prescott wishes to be remembered to Mrs Eames and all the ladies

Kind regards
Y ours Sincerely
J.A.Prescott
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18" October 1916

Professor Keeble (Professor at Reading, RHS Director, Professor of Botany Oxford FRS 1913)
Weyton

St George's Hill

Weybridge

My Dear Keeble

We have got some banks and outbuildings in the Laboratory grounds that
we want to transform from their present high unattractive state. Would you be good
enough to give us the benefit of your advice as to some scheme of planting shrubs,
etc. — something permanent that would not require continuous labour; we would very
greatly appreciate your advice and help. At present the effect is that of afactory
yard, but with our good soil and nice atmosphere we ought to be able to get
something very superior.

Y ours very truly
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19" October 1916 L etter from Edwin Grey to Dunkley
10 Carlton Road
Seaside
Eastbourne
Dear George

Many thanks for letter. We have decided to stay over Sunday next.
That will be one Sunday here for Mrs G. The only thing is. | hope they will not
think me too grasping. | had intended coming back on Saturday & | had asked Arthur
to leave the Keys & | would see to the collar (“ sun collars’ on the sunshine Sokes-
Campbell ball) sat. night 7 do the duties at gauges Sunday. So will you please tell



Arthur & 1I'm Mr Pearce will put in the collar for Sat night & Sunday night. & |
should also be much obliged if for me you thank Miss Wilson for her kind offer & |
am glad to avail myself of it. | should be Content then only it’ s troubling you so
much. | could not get back until Monday afternoon. | am glad to say | am getting on
wdl ............ gradually healing up as | get stronger. The discharge gets less and
less. | redlly for the 1% two or three days hardly knew what to do. | began to get
better bodily & my foot got worse & discharged very much. | was afraid | should
have to see a Dr. but however its going along well now & | am feeling my old self
again. It wasagloriousday Monday. Mrs G. got down alright. Y esterday afternoon
& night it poured with rain that’ s the first since I’ ve been here. Today is beautiful
again the Band plays on the Parade from 11.30 to 1 & in the Devonshire park
afternoon. Tonight we are going to see (“Sealed Orders’) (from Drury Lane) at
Devonshire park Theatre). We are sorry to hear that George Bath’ s brother Lieut Reg
Bath is missing he has only been out alittletime. But Mrs Grey says she thinks she
hastold you | don't think | can say more now. We fed quite at home here not at al
strange because our rooms are with Miss Davies’ sister (Mrs Honisett) | think you
have met her at Harpenden.

If | am wanted you will let me know. Hope you all are well. Kind
regardsto al at Lab. You will seethat the Met things for sat. night etc. are al right.

Very kindest regards
& many thanks for Kindness
Yourstruly
Ted
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L etter from Dunkley to C. Lewin 20" October 1916

C.JLewin
Radstock
Somerset

Dear Mr Lewin

In overhauling the cupboards aday or two ago in Dr Brenchley’s
room, the one in which your late son Kenneth worked in the latter part of the time he
was here we came across a small microscope in acase, and a pair of dissecting knives
also in acase, which belonged to him, and | am sending them on to you by parcel
post (registered) thisday. Trusting they will reach you safely.

| am yours faithfully
G.J.D.
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Card from C Lewin to Dunkley 22" October 1916

Dear Mr Dunkley
The microscope and the knife-case reached me quite safely, & | am
much obliged to you for kindly forwarding them. | hope you are keeping well.
Y ours sincerely
CharlesJLewin
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October 1916 Draft Letter from Dunkley to Davis

Letter from W A Davisrecd Sept 12/16 —while | was on holiday.

Retnd to Lab 26" Sept & have been busy since making up the a/cs for the year.

What a change in your mode of life & work compared with what had been habitual

while at the lab here. Here quiet humdrum life now strenuous & full of adventures

you are indeed getting your share of “active service” more healthy & eventful life but

danger of taking too much out of yourself especially as you have hardly got

acclimatised as yet.

Y ou did asmall thing to get the motor car in such a short time.

George in England doing ballistics at Woolwich. May stay some time.

Sawyer

Dicyandiamide

Capt Keen home last week —till at Tring

Saw a good photo Welr had sent of himself to Mrs Eames.

Trying for acommission

Eames still at R. T. C. —hoping to get acommission.

Prescott |eft us towards the end of August & | had a card from his father saying that

he had arrived at Port Said. Buddinisin Egypt | believe so there is a chance that they

may meet.

Mrs Russell & family are at Margate on &'c of the health of second boy John. He has

shown signs of tubercular trouble & heis down there for treatment.

Dr R is here & isgoing down there for occasional week-ends

October 1916 Letter from A V Campbell to Dunkley
AV Campbell, 2Lt ASC
Knapp House, Pewsey, Wilts

Dear Dunkley

| have shifted my quarters as you will seeto the Vale of Pewsey & its
white horse. The particular point | wanted to know was if you knew where Mr
Eames was stationed inthe R.F.C. Thereisabig RFC place here & | thought today |
saw Eames’' back view. If heisat Upavon or on the plain will you let me know as |



should like to see him. How is Mrs Dunkley & all your family | expect Georgeis one
of the Red Cap swellsby now ..... ... It would appear that his calibrating for anti
aircraft guns had come off all right. | expect he had a hand in working out the shell
flights didn’t he? Have you heard anything of Bob Sawyer or anybody else lately.
How are all the people generaly. | should be so pleased if you could find time to
drop me alineto say that everybody is safe so far. | am having a sort of holiday in
Wilts. Officialy it issupposed to be avery difficult County but | have not had to
scratch my head yet. How isold Uncle & Ted & Helen & everybody.
Whereis Mr Daish now?
Many regardsto all
YoursA.V.C.
kkkkkkkkkkkkkik*k
9'" November 1916 L etter from Appleyard to Dunkley
Ministry of Munitions of War
H.M.Factory
Alexandra Dock
King'sLynn

Dear Dunkley
| should be glad if you could spare me copies of Mr Davis's papers on

sugar estimation in various plant materials. | have spoken to Mr Sawyer about this
and he tells me that he has not received al the copiesto which he was entitled. Mr
Davis swork bears very closely on the work which Mr Sawyer isdoing here. | will
mention the matter to Dr Russell to day, and perhaps when he returns he will permit
of your sending them

With kind regards

Y ours sincerely
A. Appleyard

khkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkikkx

14" November 1916 Dunkley to Appleyard, Draft letter

Dear Mr Appleyard

| have your letter of the 9" & have waited till today to discuss the
matter with Dr Russell. Asto Mr Sawyer not yet having received al the reprints to
which heisentitled | would say that the author’ s copies have always been handed
over & if he has not had them Mr Davis must have done so. Y ou may know that the
number of reprints of some of these papers was cut down to a minimum with the
result that before we can bind up Vols 9 & 10 of the Rothamsted Memoirs some at
least of the papers will have to be reprinted at some considerable expense.



Now asto copies for yourself | presume you had copies of papers
published while you were here. If not & you will let me know which of them you
want | will seeif you have copies to spare.

Since you left in Feb last the following papers have been published by
Mr Davis & his co-workers

(Dunkley then list papers 206, 207, 208, 210, 212, 213, 214, 221, 224) He doubts that a copy of 210
can be spared

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k

20'" November 1916 L etter from A Bowden to Dunkley
3 Coleswood Road
Harpenden
Herts

Dear Mr Dunkley

Many thanks for your note & kind remarks in respect of Athelstan. Also &
in reference to P.O. which | will attend to this afternoon.
Y ours sincerely
A. Bowden
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21% November 1916 L etter from Bowden to Dunkley
1% Res. Batt" Herts Regt
Halton Camp, Wendover

Dear Mr Dunkley
Just afew lines to thank you very very much for your kindness re the
addition to my banking account. Have been having some rather rough weather here
lately, combined with plenty of mud. | went down to Tring Parish Church the other
Sunday evening & the Rector of Hatfield (who is appointed Bishop of Exeter
preached to a crowded congregation.
| went for astroll the other evening with your brother Horace. He
appears to have rather abad arm following vaccination.
Hoping you are fit & thanking you once again
| remain
Yours sincerely
Athel H Bowden
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22" November 1916 L etter from W Buddin to Dunkley
E.E.F.

My Dear Dunkley
Thanks very much for your letter with all the news. | have not seen
Prescott yet and there is not the dightest chance while | am down here right in the



middle of the desert, but | have not heard from him ether. | had anote from him
saying that he has arrived at Cairo. | wasvery busy at thetimeas| had just arrived
here and wrote a short note regretting | had just missed him. Am writing tonight &
hope the letter will reach him & | shall get a bit of news.

| had a busy month after | came out of hospital getting things straight &
picking up the back threads & new developments. | was just feeling properly fit
again myself & had got again in touch with everything in the old district when we
weretransferred. Up to the present | have been very busy down here. Now the small
camps are getting even smaller. Plans seem very mysterious & we are going to get
very littleto do. Plenty of timeisstill wasted as| travel alot on alight railway & the
..... & uncertainty of everything connected with the Gyppy driver & engine men that
every time| travel | haveto sit on the train usualy three hours waiting for the
unexpected & unannounced start. If it were not for the heat & the flies one could
read but asit is the waiting serves only to fill in time.

We have reached that stage now when the authorities really could get
on without us but we shall probably stay here until news gets through that we are
wanted more urgently in the .... command.

| am still thoroughly enjoying it & am quite happy but alittle work can
never be ... so satisfactorily asalot (provided thereis not alot too much) & | do not
look forward with pleasure to having only alittle to do.

Very glad you have got George at home again. Was very sorry to hear
about John Russell. Davisiswelcometo hislifein India. The climate would not suit
me. Fever a thistime of the year some of the days down here are too hot for me
although in the morning when | sit on the train for an hour from 4.0t0 5.0 & then
travel on an open track from 5.0to 7.0 | can tell you it is curiously comparatively
bitterly cold.

We received various Army orders about the wearing of shoes, shorts,
soft hats etc. but here we continue to dispense with atie & have our shirts open at the
neck while we continue to wear shorts which are beginning to have openings in rather
unusual places. Until last week we had barbed wire round the camp & it served more
like ahome. The garden wall was quite happily represented by the barbed wire.

Now we are quite ...... & | look out of the door by day to see nothing between me &
desert & by night to look vainly for alight. The dogs & jackals are beginning to
come around & last night had 40l bs of meat off a side of beef which had comein on
thetrain after dark & had been left without a guard to be cut up for rations this
morning. | usualy sleep peacefully through their howling & barking. Inthis
particular camp where I am writing mosquitoes are the plague. Higher up the lineit
isflies bred on native --- which we are unable under the conditions to keep
absolutely in hand. Such are our happy conditions that in spite of Army discipline ...
there is no more difference between officers & some of its privates here than in old



civil life & I spend an occasional lonely & dull half hour playing German whist with
my clerk. Unfortunately as with some Lab boys a more definite line hasto be drawn
with some of the privates.
As most |etters seem to take over three weeks from here | had better
... wishyou & all aHappy Xmas & abrighter New Y ear
Yours
Walter Buddin

Capt.
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25" November 1916 L etter from Gameto Dunkley
Hut No: R.3
31775 Pte W.C.Game
No: 6 Company
3" Batt. Beds Reg
Landguard Camp
Felixstowe
Suffolk

Dear Mr Dunkley

Just afew linesto let you know | am still aive. Well as you will see by
address we are anice way from home. We stayed at Bedford the night and next morn
we were sent to Felixstowe Camp, not much of a place either, travelling about 6
hours. We are placed in huts along the sea front so we get a nice sea breeze. Well
the first day we were doing nothing else but turning all the while first right and then
left. | got just about sick of it the first day, but | do not supposeit isany good feeling
like that. Being such along way from home | do not suppose we shall see home just
yet, according to what the chaps say we shall not get |eave under thirteen weeks, so it
looks as if we shall see Christmas down here. It's afine sight down here of anight
time, with about a dozen or more large searchlights around us.

Well | think that will be all for present.

Remember meto al at the Lab.
| remain, Yours sincerely
W. C. Game
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4" December 1916 L etter from A Appleyard to Dunkley
Ministry of Munitions of War
H. M. Factory
Alexandra Dock
King's Lynn

Dear Dunkley

Many thanks for your interesting letter. | have only just returned from
L ondon where | have been working for 10 days. Now | should be glad if you could
see your way to let me have a copy of the list of papers which have been published
since |l left. The Rothamsted work on sugars is exceedingly important in connection
with the subject we are studying here & therefore if you could let me have them I'm
sure they would be helpful. | intend to discuss the matter with Mr Sawyer but of
course his papers & books are not here. | have a certain no. of reprints which are
stored in the sample house. If you could send me a copy of each of the papers
published since | left | will arrange to use Sawyer’ s copies of the others.

Our paper on “Soil Conditions etc.” has not received much attention yet. |
cannot neglect thiswork here but | hope at Xmas to get an opportunity of going into
it. We are still going hammer & tongs to get the stuff out. We are badly handicapped
at present by white maize not been available. Yellow isnot agood raw material for
us & its causing endless worry & work for less output.

Mr Sawyer is settling down aright. | don’t see very much of him, or
haven't done up to the present. | saw Mac (MacLennan?) in town. What's happened to
H.B. Haven't heard aword for along time

Kind regards
Yrssincerely
A Appleyard
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10" December 1916 L etter from G Lawrenceto Russdll
(2243) Pte G Lawrence
Killing Hall
Harrogate
Y orks

Sir

Dr Russdll

Just afew lines at last as no doubt (you thought me lost) but we have under gone
some strict training off late as | wrote Mr Dunkley that | returned from base with my
officer which isavery good gentleman. As| have been found to have what the call
flat toes which stops me from doing alot of marching but | have had to go on several
courses which | have passed out very well. | have just been on Course off .... At
Y ork an the ruleswere for meto get 6. 7. or 8 marks if you get through well so | had



to get 192 which | managed in 3 weeks. So | have returned at the C.O, was very
pleased so | suppose | shall have to retain my stripes again as | keep getting put in
charge off asguad as | have got such afair word off command they say. Well Sir |
have not had any leave now since | was with you in July but there seems such alot
off trouble in getting a pass this Xmas as | should like to Visit you again but | hope
al iswell asthereisagreat change aways taking place. We have sent two other
draughts since the one | went out with. We sent adraught down tothe ..... Line
whichisat Tring. Where | think Capt Daish is at present. | hope Athell Bowdenis
fairly well as| have not heard lately. | have four other brothers out at the front and
my youngest Brother is at Tring as he retains the age of 18 yearsthiscoming. So |
suppose he will find hisway out there eventually. | hope some of them have the
Luck to return. Well Sir we shall soon have another Xmas on to us which will make

thethird onel have......... at War. | must close with my best Congratul ations trusting
| may meet soon .... you again soon. | will close with Kindest .... Regards| still
remain your servant G Lawrence
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20'" December 1916 L etter from Sawyer to Dunkley

H.M. Factory

Alexandra Dock

Kings Lynn
Dear Dunkley

Many thanks for opening & forwarding the telegram. Asyou say, it would
have been too late for me to do anything in the matter - & in any case | could not
have left here had | known sooner. The wire was from my sister who has just
returned from India after afive year’ s absence from this country: it is unfortunate that
there was no one to meet her especially as she has never seen the house in Bedford —
however | don’t suppose she would get lost on that last fifty miles!

| am fortunate to get afew days off for Xmas & am hoping to leave here for
Bedford within the hour: so please excuse hasty note

With kind regards & all seasonable wishes

Believe me
Yrssincerely
G C Sawyer
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20'" December 1916 L etter from W C Gameto Dunkley
31775 HutR.3
6" Company
3" Batt Beds Reg
Landguard Camp
Felixstowe
Suffolk

Dear Mr Dunkley

Just afew linesto say | received your most welcome letter quite safe. | am
just getting used to thislife, but still think of the old saying (thereis no place like
home). | hope you are keeping well and hope Mr Richards is better. | have had a bad
throat and chest, cold | expect but feel better now. My vaccination isjust playing up
lovely. | have arm twice asbig asit should be, and that painful, | feel very bad at
timeswith it. They are having agood clear out down here, all the N.C.Os. are to be
ready next week for the front, and draughts go from here pretty often, afresh lot of
N.C.Os. are coming from Bedford those that have been wounded.

| am very sorry to hear about Mr W Wilson, and hope he is getting better.

Please remember me to Dr Russell and all at the Lab.

| am
Y ours sincerely
W. C. Game
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29" December 1916 L etter from Brenchley to Dunkley

Dear Mr Dunkley

Things might beworse! I’ve had another letter to say thereisno
desperate hurry for my report & that | am not to break my holiday. However, I’'ve
done Richmond, go to Regent’s Park next Tuesday & shall leave the rest till the 8" &
9™ so don’'t expect me back quite so early.

Tell Mr Richards that soil samples are going to be taken, so his turn may
comel!

All goeswell —how isit with you?

With al good New Y ear wishes
Y ours sincerely
Winifred E. Brenchley
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31% December 1916 Letter from E H Richardsto Dunkley
Somersby

Dear Dunkley
Do you think you had better write to Dr Russell about our visitor yesterday?
It would, in my opinion, be disastrous if Swereto cometo thelab. again. If hewrites
to Dr Russell who has not seen him and is worried with many things — he may easily
say “yesby all means’. It would bewell if Russell saw him first at any rate.
| have not yet recovered from yesterday yet. Most distressing.
Y ours sincerely
E. H. Richards
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December 1916 Letter from Ted Grey to Dunkley

Dear George

Miss Wilson called this morning & said she would call at Lab for Charts. |
had these two at home so | send them along. The White would be better thicker
paper. | think the sizeis about right. | wasin bed so did not see her. | have aterrible
cold. I think it'sthe Flue. | hope | shall be able to keep up.

Mr Richards asked meto let him know when his small plots would be
thrashed. When we left on Saturday, they were going to move the machines & they
will thrash the Bag most convenient. It may be the one where Mr Richards plots are
on the top or it may be the other that’s all | can say, as| came home at once & got to
bed as soon as | could. Whichever bag they begin it will be about 7.30am tomorrow
Monday.

The two Bushel samples of wheat areready 3 & 10. | don’t know if they
are to stay here or what. Should be glad to get them out of the way. BK top portion
comes out terrible for 3 we had just enough for the large sample and our own.

You will find Sat & Sundays collars. Mr Pearce went for me Friday night
so he hasthat one.

One thing | ought to mention is that when theres awhite hoar frost |
aways get up to the Sun Register & clean the Ball with soft rag or handkerchief. The
Sun will not burn until thisis doneitsno use to do it too early because the frost will
only form on again so | always go about 8.30 or 9 before | comein the Lab. | expect
it will have to do as Miss Underwood or Miss Wilson would not be able to place the
heavy iron ladder I'm afraid. The Harvest book we do not want now. Arthur enters
in small book until the thrashings over. | think thisis all the ramble thistime

Ted
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