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M/11997 Percy James Newman - Submariner

Description:

Diary, documents and cuttings
With kind permission of Robert Ashley Barton
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FHRLY JAMES NEWMAKN, RN,

of Borkhomsted, who lost his life while on

. War

ST IS

in_one of H

M. ships.

Marelh 11th,

e e

i LOST AT SEA

YOUNG BEEKHAMSTEDIAN'S DEATH
ON WAR SERVICE.

We regret baving to record the death ol
Perey James Newman, ER.A, (fivst-class)
IR.%. of Berkhameted, He was the “second §
wid pf Mre. and Mree, J. T. Newman, of thes
Art SBtudio, High-street, amd the deepest
sympathy will be felt for the bereaved rela-
tves i their =nd loss. The official notfica- §
gean of fiis denth, received o fen davs ago.
pencdl @ Follows: ** Lost his life on  duty
while in one of lws Alajesty's ships on woar
EaPvice.”

Perey, as he was familiarly wel-known to
hiz Friompds, was only 26 vears of apge, Ha
wias always of & most cheerful aod happy
dizposition. and from the tims of his school
dlaxs in Herkhemsted until the lnst he was
ever ready to do all that was becoming of
0 good citisen. He served his Hp|_u'|~r|r.:|_-m|hi|:|
in  the engineering department of Mesars. |
Wi, (Iu-crpl.'r wind .-1=|ﬂ|.|."|l.h. aind when |.'||.:r|_'|.'
ire 1S e volumteered  for s Majesty’s
Navy he was alle to prove his ability, and
e step by step in the ehgineering section
of the submacine service, which be entered
ns Fourth Class, until in SBeptember of last
vear bBe received his First Class cortsficase,
which cntitled him to take charge of the
complicated machinery with  which these
wenndderful under-wator erafe are eqguipped,

Mony of his adventorea while on  sotive
RV ioe @Mk virk b rolmbadd, Lt nanmLg the
oporations in which he took part was the
ginking of o U bont, several vovoages to the

=ea, and on one ooeasion the submarine
im which he served wis caught in oo German
ned, bot escaped with the loss of her peri-
spape and "i'rljh'.ﬂ.|_'{|u'|_ hame " Blind,'” Twn
Christmas days he spent with his boat on the
bottom of the sen, bud the erew mannged to
seetire  Christmas  fare, Had Perey heen
epared the relation of his war sxpericnons
might have thrilled the henrts of his many
Berkhamsted friends—old school compunions
—itn the dave to eome. Tnhappily o most
useful young life has ended.

Mr. and ffrx- Newman kave received many
letters of svmpathy ineluding one from Sir
E. Geddss on behali of their :'|T||_j1'ul'i4*--. b
King amd Queen, and apother from Admieal
f:'rl-lwl H:I]‘rl"‘:'-'. in which after ox P RELENEE hi=
simeers sympathy he wrote: ““Tike so0 many
thovispnds of other splendid voung fellows
he has given Wiz life to the conntry. and §
though hiz denth will be mourned by nmny. |
L am gmite sure that you and his famidy are §
rightly and properly proud of him.'




“ Breater love batbh noe man tbhan this, that a man
tay down bis life for bis friends,”

3n Loving Memory of

wWibo gave bis life
For Ring and Country,

They are not dead who fall in battle, giving
Their lives for honour, smiling at Death's dart :
They are not dead whose memory still is living
Within a Nation's beart,
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ERA Percy Mewman - Hb Submarime 5

MWewman, Engime Room Amificer Percy James, Royal Navy. ol High Street. Enlisted = ihe Roval Navs
early in 1915 mn the engineerng sectsn of the submarise service. Killed m action on 2 Masch 1918
Ape 15, Son of Berihamased phoiographes, JT MNewman. Formerly emploved st Cooper's in the
Engincering Depe Chathan Maval Memosial

W] sab could become deepest profecied nreck

Welsh archasclogiat Mike Bawyer has appled for histone wreck prolection for the Bralsh WW |
substaarine HY, sunk im |0 1S off Anglesey

Lyimg deep ot S8m. the HS would be the deepest wreck yet afforded proteciod stsius ender the
Provection of Wrecks A 1973, The Govermment's Advisory Commiites en Historic Wireck Sines ia
reporied bo have had cone of is longest-ever mestings recemily 1o dizcuss che propaosal

In the past, 30m has been regarded as the maximuam practicad depsh o which archasological inspectors
omild regalarly dive o mespect designated sibes. But the case for protecrios of the HS is strong, ax the
Arsin Hr-tluu'l-dou;um viessll @ om gocd comdilon and regandad & fipd lor abaase By Seep dinveas

The commitiee has ashked for & viden record of the subearing's curmesn coadition, and Bowver was
haping o organise, with sahnanine expert Innes MeCanney, 8 dsep dive wo fillmi it in late August or
Sepiembaer.

A plan by Bowver w apply for protection under the Protection of Milnary Bemains Act 1935, oa
prounds sl the HS 1= & war grave on whach 27 men died. hes been shelved. The sub wad rammmed By g
Hritizh merchaniman afer being mistaken for a German U-boat,

HM SUBMARINE HS Anglesey W]
O March feh 1918 the submarme HS was sunk i collsion with an anidentified vessel. AN porishnd
e lsdmg 4 Umbsd States Maval Ofheer (US cohzimn)

Ik

Localbon: ANGLESEY, Wales.

Waorld War I

Alilitary Marigime Crave (LK asd UsA)

Cn March fch 1918 the submanee HS was sunk in collmion with an omdentefied vessel. AN penshed
including a United Sinies MNaval Officer {U'S citizen). A request bas been made on bekalf of the LS
Chovernmend o desigenaie the wreck a war grave.

War wreck given grive status

. .

H5 wai sunk wich all = crew in 1915
A World War One submanme which sank off the sonth Wales const is one of the first vessels n (e UK
i receive il war grave status

The Holland ¢lass submanine was discovered Iving cight miles off Cacmarion and has become one of
Just 30 sides 1o receive recognition, following messaires agreod by the Government last week

The anncncement follows presssne o invoke the Protection aoff Miliery Remains Act 1936, nfier
drvers began reaching wrechs sach a2 the HS

Historans found that the HS ssbmanme had bees doldheracely mmmed and susk in the spring of 1918
The sub bd boon oo a roulme pairal betwecn Britein and Ireland and was sunk with the lows of all 28
crew, alber being spotied by the Beitish cengo ship the 55 Rutherglen on 2 March 1918

It & bellieved the 55 Rutherglen bisd mistalen the 1S for a U-bost as the sub parolled on the surface ol
the Insh Sen @i night

Ihe HS wms struck mn frond of s comming lovwer and siak

[There were N SUrvIVOrs.

Boumty paid

Crewa of Britisk ships daring the Great War were matnacted o rem all sshmanmed on syghl, Wirkour
checking to see which sade they belosged o

The crew menibers of the Rutherglen were paid a bounty for sinking the H but were never iold i was
# Brissh sub

Among (hese on board the HI who died was as American - the first American to be killed ona
wahmis e g wastae

Accordmi 1o Gwynedd merine archaeo logist Mike Bowwver, the sabneanine captaim’s son 15 stall alive
and livang an Clougcsies

He only discovered his father, Liewienant A W Forbes, had been Killed by " rendly fire™ aboul a vear
agn when B Bowsyer inld bim

Hi and the pear of hes famaly had been oold by the Admimlty thai the sub was sunk by a mise many
months after she was acually bost.

"It sook 52 vears to get the HS dessgnaied as o war grave,” sand Mr Bowyer.

“Ji hasd hecome o0 easy fior divers to reach the wrock bt the government had been selsctant so ke
the prodection act bocawse of the costs isvolved.”

L'51: Torpedasd by submarine HE, in Helgoland Bight, 14th Taly, 1916




