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1. Informetion.(a)The 5th Armg is to ce ture the hostile .
irenciu sysuens cast and 7,3 of YPRE3 on "Z™ dey. (to be
notified loter).
{b) The XVIITI Corps will cavture the hostile
trench gysten on Lty rescnt front R
R¥sht Divisiones.ss. 35tn,
weft Divisioniessse 51st.
Ren rve DIViGIons.. 48th. (R’ ) 7é Tithols)
v¢) The 3oth.Divicion vill attacl otiZiro hour
n Z dey end will cajture the Georrien Lrenches on T
rontare showm oa attechod me s £ar os the grown ling,
phich will bLe jz10vm &8s Cuthboert Trench vwaon con- lidsted.

X {d) The =33rd. Division {(Prussian) i holding
vhie are; 1‘0 b2 attacxked by the 359 \,n..)).vluon. It'se v'ob.-’ le
ez dicoouitions are, 1 LDattolion 248Lb.InT. 14
b‘(-..u.l.-m 220th inf. Rest. in front line sy L.tw.
in the H{ITCHINNY rebem gnd tine sane in LANGLAGGRE LI
450th. Inf. 8:1id Lo be in Lhc neighbouriood of
POTLCAPLILI

(e) Apsendiz A shows the disositions of
Diviziong and troos on {leanks md diswsitions of Unlis of
the 30th Divicion. 5 .
{f) The objective of the ilgth Inf,.Ede
is the GRTEI LIN® . The zblack on the green. Line wi
be corried out with -
1p6th, Chechires. on rigit. .... objective D.7.b.30,0.0.. 10
De7e2:5.8.5.3. bo bR tnelu iwe .
ist. Hertu.W in centre . objective D.T.2.58.55. to C.8.8.3,1.
both exclusiwe,
4/5th Bluck “Jotch. on left.. objective C.¢.d.l’r to C.5.6.L0.10.
botin inciusive . :
1/1 Cambs,. will be in Sripgade reccrve near BOUD R HOUSE.C.Ii€ D.0SEQ
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The dividin: lines betmecn Battolions are chown on attached nap.
(%) 3 machine uns of i ath. i,G.Coy. and 2
stolies ioprt:ira sre allotted to the jet.Herta.Regt.

.

2. ASSEBLY, The brigede will move into the ascembly 5)031‘5101‘1
on ¥sz nipnt . 0.4
The 1ot., Harts vill loive Cano at . and march via
CUDHMINEROAD « ERIDFY o = and-ovarland irack to aaseddly
,.,1‘4{01).,. Vo 1. % o8 Coyes: gty TRISH I‘..... s Nos2w Tlo.4
oamd EBattellon lesd narter: to LA Bille ALLIANGR anc

L) 2
» .‘_.,,;. -

m'(i r_of jiarch el U SR o o s A b e L i U
A1) moveiontowby piatoons at 1¢C yirds Intorvel.
The =yeebl ot Gare vill be cxsrelsed when nareiins to tha
cagenbly ouiticns. Hvery amm lg to Fnow baforch:ag wier: he

15 foing ind Gitcre 1a to be no delay in setilng into whe

avail: !1 Advsonte. Ko azoldng or Laliilng durla’ Lie desoibly
;l'.'v‘ na moverent ofhar Lhe agaacrblyr,
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3. ADVAIICK :- (A) At zero plug 1 hour 40 mln. the llath" . e
Inf. Bde will advance from ilaclr assenbly Ponition -

Herts aud Cheshires from the XX line anu. Blu.c;( Yiaten'” aud C(mbg ‘ﬁ
fror the Coral Bank. ’ 7o i
Aanenrtiz B ghows movenent and barrages . 5 % o f e
s o
{b) The Hm'tr. will arrive Just west of tho BIUE line o
ab igero olna 2 hours 10 min. The further. advenca n111 be Re g BALS
wade so that the three attecking Batialions are on' thes + . & ' #4
eant benk of the STEAIBICK by zero plus 6, Loumlo win, i i £
: ol . » <=2 . e )
* R 4 -4 _a 24 £ Ty 9§ $i

AI‘"‘ ACiX :=- ¢ The Bat;t lion willl a.ttaék in four \t;wm;

xo 1 Coy.\ rigit), and.lfo.2 Coy. (heankekz | left

forming the first 23 waves, the t\.o (.oyu. bcizw ln 11;;0, {4 A
‘ecch on & two Dlutoon froptage.. 3 d e TRy
_lo. 3 & 1I'0,4 Coys. wlll each prov ido 42 Olatoou as ¢ "monoers \"
dp" . T legn Platoons will follow; ‘th-ﬂ 1s‘t- wave of the lc(;ding ,*«g
“Coys.

No. 3 ana no a2 Coys-( less 1 wlatoon eu.ch) cach on two ”‘t
olatoons frontaze will follow and sumort 0.1 & .xo.‘, coJ.,. : fo;-{
resgpectively o oia Lir £

1 nochine mm will dove with tno rear platoor of Xt Yk
ji0.3 Coy. 2 iiack irm ams will move with the rear slatoun . of © . . |
0.4 Coy. ok dia o.rd

ebout C.5.0.83..°

The two Stoican! obtar: will.follow the attack and tage %' .
u o poaivion near 10,3 & fo.4 Coys. to fire.on selectod points

in advanc: of CUWRBERT TRIXICH. . ro ‘ .
., 1 -“
¥ ;‘i
t- ()7J\Cuivt"3 of ris.m‘CoJu. D.R.a.58.53 C
: Objective of loft: Coys..'D. 'Z.a. 10. 0v to Y.e.d.ea.ss.- & % V’.;_'L
Cii3OLIDATION «, Coys. will con‘.'..ollda't-» a. lirio of oié.toaﬂ' S,

5 o our sice of tie'crest line ,Uo. 8 & lio.4 Go_,'s. furming o
o0 line 100 rards in rear of leeding Coys. and covering .o
sog in the line of Joabd 4 e "f"
.1.%& Xo.2 Coym,., will push out obscrw.uion Pocto over’

> ecrest and. Lewis Gun Pocbs in.or near the Captured Geruen ||
aneh vhich will ‘be £11led in 0. i L
To.72 Coy. w11l form a stronz. 2oat asiride wmony trenc‘n X

l

foneii v1]1 Do eshablighed with the CHESHIREZS on the rig n. 4
near ACBRE and the BLACK \u“-.TC}i on,the-left near VAICOUVIR,:

Trunehens will at firgt be dug 4* 6" deep DY intensive °° o &
direlng o Afterworde jolned ub.and deepened to 6°.vita fire! opo
.v;‘(‘\;. ’E'L—'" . ‘ . : y 2 ; 4 .

- 25 : e S (=
a 5 ¥
- A contact acrodlane will fly over our lines e

Lock wic the lesding infantry will 1350t flares ;
ane dropingéa walle.Very 1isht orsounding-a =0 7 h

on Ll aerol »l

‘&51i00 n:";‘."':.. on the klaxon horn’or dayillght dimnalling’ larp, -

PLarcs will be 1it in the botton of' shell erabors or trenclhes. 5 |
- 1

by tue formuost trooiuas only. . FoRE : .

8. _COUNT! .,{ ATTACY The maln linue, of re'jzlﬂtd.nc‘., wl'l.l bc o
tit7 consolldatal line of wlatoon posts(Cuthbert trerch), = 4 -, 4
viileh naet be neld. The ou iport Corp. -will 4L nedcessary: * & hijyvi ik
asalat 1o repel counter-attacks end regaln thc Observation Llno. A
] ' 3
: : e e
. 0" Q‘ll
D, JEALD 1o Dreauctast at ‘¢ 5..(mblv Logition ot ‘.01'0, s 5Pl c B RO S b

So0ad Lo 1rete hob ter and rnm ab’the blue line end on Z/A niglm
n 7ory man ig to use the contints of his woter bottles moot A
graringly 28  the su! mly of water wlll be ulffi(‘u.gt.

If. a cotultcr att.»xc;. 18 nado durin'r thé.
n‘:“Lf“f’T'OWc““ b“r 23¢ y391 if still on lner caa’r 4




Ay - ! e
to intmse 3 IT berrese nas ceased 1t will oden intese LlOuﬁ t k:
tlie vhol:s front. s K
S.0.8.54gn0) is 2 red and 3 (een lights in ranid succeccion,
either the grinade 5.0.5. rocitets or very lighte,
11 - REPORTS :-' Heudcuarters and forwawrd station will Y
orobably boe - Brigade Head: ua.r’x.cr's.. CORI’ER COTT C.17. b dﬂ,' !'
/36
Bripade forvard station..C.12.5.5C.50. ;
Battalion Head:uarters . C.11.4.75.60.
Battalion Forward Station C,12.c.90.
xAid Postyp..near Bn, forwerd Station) : ¥
PRI S 4 bk
Cheshire H,Q., ©C.11 a.85,50. 5
2 2 * Forward Station C.12.4.13,.40, T e
Bleck Watch E.Q. C.11.2.50.,60. TR
" Forward Station C.12.a.15,50, ?
Cambb. Qe C.i8.8.75,.85, - =

R.\ R

During the «dv-nce'ﬁﬂt{tiion Tor jord station will move with the
Jecading LEPT olatoon of Xo.l1 Coy.

It 1s the auly of every Officer oand .i.C.0, 1o revort the exact
posgition of his comitand Lo his immediutc suverlor on the
coriletion of every iniove.
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ist. Bna hel ts. Regt.
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‘

Copies toy. lo.

1 to 0,0, ro.1 Co, " »
i70.. 2 s i G - DR » |
L . Pt R el (B {
o, 4 % i S :
Ho.5 " Signalling Officer.
o.6 " Commandine, Officer.
o.7 " edienl Officer.
lc.8 * 4,65Ln Black wWalch, i ot %
o.¢o. " 1,6th Cheshirecs. TR b

Ho.10 " Transport Orfficer.
'O, ll Ffle. -
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. : Dicoositions of s9th,51s8t,& 55tn Dinmb.
. ' JOPTIE Corvs, AIV Corps.
] 51ct.Div. 30th Div. : 55th,.Div.

Z253. IBa25a T B 117th T,.B 113.Bdo. L6818, E 265411
- 18 Argl.1,5.8TR.18.RB.17.N&D. 14 Hbs, 15 Sagel0.be.- = =
- PeB LB, 9120 \:(li‘l._L‘.lmln. 16 " 11 S8x, 12 S8X.1/6 LCBem = -

154 Bdao. 1i8th, Inf. Bde.' 164 Bde. ' .

4 Sfue .DLH.R,Scts. 4/5 BW. 1,1 lerts.i146 Ches.z/5 LF. 1,4 NL.
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1/1 Herts Battalion War Diary

31-7-17 [The Battles of Ypres 1917 - the Battle of Pilkem]. About 3.50am the Bn moved
forward in 4 lines behind the 116th & 117th Inf. Bdes. east of the river STEENBEEK. Up till
this time the casualties had been very slight indeed but as the Bn advanced from the
STEENBEEK toward the LANGEMARCK line (the Bn objective) casualties grew heavier from
sniper and machine gun fire. However the Bn continued advancing. About half way to the
objective some of No.3 Coy came upon a German strong point which they gallantly charged,
capturing or killing most of the garrison and sending the remainder back as prisoners. On
reaching the enemy wire this was found to be practically undamaged (exect in one place) &
very thick.2/Lieut Marchington [Eric William MARCHINGTON, MC] & a handful of men of
No.3 Coy got through the only gap and got into the enemy trench & killed a lot of Germans.

The remainder of the Bn, being unable to get through the wire and suffering severe
casualties from enfilade MG fire & the Germans making a strong counter attack from our
left flank about this time, had to fall back having suffered exceptionally heavy casualties.
The remnants of the battalion subsequently dug themselves in in line with the 1st Cambs
Regt. on the west side of the STEENBEEK.

Casualties to Officers were: Lt. Col. F. Page D.S.O. [Frank PAGE. DSO & Bar],Captain S.H.
Lowry M.C. [Sidney Henry LOWRY, MC], Captain A.R. Milne[Alexandra Richard MILNE], 2/Lts
Gallo [Antonio Marie GALLO], Secretan[Reginald Herbert SECRETAN], Scott [Cecil SCOTT]

& Macintosh [Eric MACINTOSH] killed. Lt Lake [Frank Gilbert LAKE], 2/Lts

Walthew [Frederick Selby WALTHEW], Thompson [Wilfred John THOMPSON] & King [Sydney
or Simmonds KING] missing. Lt Head [Basil William HEAD] & 2/Lts Hardy[Robert L. HARDY]

& Francis [Wilfred Frederick FRANCIS, MC] wounded & missing. Captain Fisher [Lionel
Robert D'Arcy FISHER, MC], Captain C. Charles [John James Percival CHARLES, MC] RAMC, &
2/Lts Marchington[Eric William MARCHINGTON, MC], Edwards [Ronald Irving EDWARDS,
MC], Gilbey [George Harold Yates GILBEY, MC] & Ritchie [Kenneth James RITCHIE] wounded.

Estimated casualties to the other ranks were 29 killed, 5 missing believed killed, 132 missing,
68 wounded & missing, 223 wounded & 2 died of wounds, making a total of 459 casualties
to other ranks. Died of wounds; Officers 2, OR's 6. Missing; Officers 9, OR's 120. Wounded;
Officers 8, OR's 180.


http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html
http://www.bedfordregiment.org.uk/hertsrgt/1sthertsofficersdied.html




.ur'l I-i ‘?‘A

THE rsnm'mnms-
| SlBIIIFII‘.-‘E.r. j:.;;

MEN OF HEHTs wHﬁ
TOOK ST. JULIEN;=:

Beach Thomas Daily Mail Article
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Private F V Burch account

17/1/19
Dear Mrs Lee,

I hope you will not think badly of me for not answering your lovely letters before, but really my
time seems so full that I have had to neglect my correspondence. Miss Rendell certainly did wonder
why you had not answered her letter, but was sure you had a good reason for it. We are both
deeply sorry that it was the death of your sister-in-law, and pray that God in all his goodness has
given you strength to bear this additional sorrow. (4 reference to Aunt Bessie who had passed
away in December 1918)

I am so pleased that you liked the photo group so much, the dear old Dad has gone nearly
white-haired since it was taken but Miss Rendell and myself have not altered in the least.

Now to the best of my ability I will tell you about that fateful July 31st. Some of the things that

happened I have forgotten, but the majority are of course impressed on my memory. You know of
course that the 6th Cheshires and ist Herts were brigaded together, so that by reading what my
regiment did you will know what Captain Lee’s did.

Our Brigade had to go over last of all in the Division as our objective, called the Langemark Line,
so that we had to pass through the first two Brigades on our way. At about 4.15 am we received our
order to go over the top, and away we went. The sight which met our eyes I shall never forget, but it
was also one which I cannot deseribe. All went well with us until we reached the half-way line,
where we had to rest two hours just behind a ridge, after which we had a rather warm time, but
with only two casualties. We had to take Kitchener's Wood which the Germans were shelling
heavily but we got through all right. A little further on we came to the River Steenbech which we
crossed with only two more casualties although we were swept with heavy machine gun fire from
the right flank. From that point we had to advance in open order, the Black Watch on the left,
Herts in the centre, Cheshires on the right, and as I was in charge of the extreme right section in
our regiment, I was in touch with the Cheshires all the way afterwards. Our next job was to capture
the village of St Julien, the Herts and the Cheshires taking a half each, and it is needless to say that
we got it. But now our real task was in front of us, the taking of the Langemark Line, and we saw
that it was a stiff task for we had to advance over 500 yards of completely flat open country and the
trench was in the form of a semi-circle, simply packed with Germans. We were immediately
subjected to severe machine gun and rifle fire, and to make matters worse our own barrage was
falling all amongst us and not touching the Germans. But even then all might have been well if one
single British aeroplane had been above us to see what was happening. We all looked in vain
though and kept on pegging away.

Hundreds had fallen or were falling, but we managed to get within 50 vards with every officer
hot and almost every NCO. It was just before that that I saw your son lying in a shell hole, a shallow
one, but strict orders had been issued that we were not to stay and assist wounded men as it would
hinder our advance, so I had to go on. When we found we hadn’t enough men to continue, we
thought that the best thing to do was to get into shell holes and wait for the supports to come up,
but on looking behind us to see where they were we could see only Germans — they had got in
behind us and cut us off. Just at that point the order ‘every man for himself’ was passed down the
line so we started trying to get back, at first in a group but men were falling so fast that it soon
became ones and twos. At one place there were three of us in a small shell hole and we decide to try
for one farther back. The other two were killed and I reached the hole alone, almost falling on top
of your son who said ‘hello corporal’ straight away.

I set to work to see what was wrong with him and found he had been hit in the small of the back
in the region of the right kidney. The wound had stopped bleeding but I could see he was badly hit
internally and by the shape of the wound it was shrapnel. He told me he felt no pain whatsoever
but on looking into his face I saw he was too far gone to feel anything so I cut his equipment off
and removed a khaki covered steel plate which the shrapnel had penetrated, and then made a
pillow for his head out of his respirator so that he could lie as comfortable as possible. Then I saw
that he had begun to write a letter to his mother — it was on the back of a torn photograph of



German trenches taken by one of our aeroplane observers. He finished the letter but the latter half
was unintelligible and I only glanced at it as I put it in my pocket. I cannot remember any actual
sentences but I know it was to the effect that he was thinking of you at the time, that he had done
his bit and you were to have the M.C. he had won at Ypres a month before. About his wife and
child I saw nothing. I did not know he was married until I received your letter in Germany, but he
may well have put a message for them in the part I could not read through. If I had had the time I
might have been able to decipher it. He told me to take the little gold ring off his little finger (I
remember it was so tiny it would not go on me, so I put it in my purse and if I remember rightly it
had the date 1915 on the inside). Next he asked me for a drink and when he had had that he told
me to take his revolver, field glasses and an electric torch, and also a couple of correspondence
books which were in his pack, and send them all with the ring and his letter to you.

He then asked me if we had taken the final objective as it seemed to be so much quieter, which it
was — I told him we were waiting for reinforcements to come up first. More than once he asked me
for a drink, and repeatedly said he felt no pain. I don’t think he did but he was so brave I could
have cried over him. While I was with him the Germans singled us out, and one big shell burst
within a foot of my head, but by a miracle we both escaped. Bullets flew all round us but we were
unhurt by them, and my belief to his day is that your son was hit by one of our own shells. So many
were — the Germans couldn’t hit us.

After I had been about a quarter of an hour with him I looked down to see that he had gone -
and so peacefully that I had not noticed it. After that I tried the almost impossible task of getting
back and, getting into one hole after another, I at last found a comrade in the shape of a lance
corporal of the Cheshires. We stayed together shooting Germans all around us until four of them
got quite close without our noticing them. We immediately jumped out after them to make a fight
for it and actually reached them before we saw there were scores of Germans lying in shell holes all
around us. The Cheshire with me took the rifle out of my hands almost before I knew it and I
remember I laughed and he and I shook hands. The Germans (they were Saxons) were jolly decent
and only took your son’s revolver from me, but everything else I had to leave behind except the ring
and letter in my pocket. I saw a few more men captured round about but you will be pleased to
know that none of us put our hands up.

We were escorted through ‘no man’s land’ and along a trench to some headquarters. Here an
officer who spoke excellent English was joking with us so, being afraid everything would be taken
off me, I asked his advice with regard to the letter and the ring. He was full of sympathy and said
he would see that you got them within three weeks if I left them with him. I could see that he was
speaking the truth so I gave them to him, writing a letter to you myself to go with them. Your
address I memorised and I was not likely to forget it. We had to be moved quickly after that as our
gunners began knocking the whole place to pieces with high explosives and my belief is that he
must have been killed because I know he meant to keep his word, that is probably the reason why
the ring and letter did not reach you.

These are all the facts I can at present think of Mrs Lee of what happened on 31st July 1917, and
I tender you my deepest sympathy on losing such a brave tender son and to Mrs Jack Lee on losing



a husband who was loved so much by his men. All that I have written is true, not just to show you
what I did, but to tell you everything that happened as it happened, for your son’s men went
through it as well as myself. A man of the 6th Cheshire whose name I have forgotten but who lives
near you was captured on the same day as myself, and he told me all about Captain Lee, saying
how he was well loved by his men and considered the best officer in the battalion.

Any questions you like to ask I shall be only too pleased to answer to the best of my ability, and
please do not think you are causing me any trouble. I am sorry I cannot give you a definite date just
now for my visit to Wilmslow as I am awaiting orders for my discharge but be assured I shall
manage to see you during February.

With sincere regards from Miss Rendell and myself,

I remain,

Yours sincerely,

F.G.Burch 1st Herts Regiment

PS I may mention that only one sergeant, 2 corporals and 56 men out back out of my regiment
and only one corporal and myself with the men were captured. Everyone else (including officers)

were killed.

Nancy was left as a widow and mother at the age of 19. As if this wasn't enough for her and her
father to bear, her surviving brother Ralph Erskine who had joined the Royal Flying Corps, was
killed on New Year’s Day 1918 when his Sopwith Camel was shot down behind enemy lines over
Italy. The previous March, Ralph had married Jane Lennox Higgins, known as ‘Lennie’; a mere
two weeks after Ralph'’s death, Lennie gave birth to his son, Ralph Barrie Erskine, always known as
Barrie. Barrie subsequently became great friends with my father and was best man at my parents’
wedding in 1941. But to complete the cycle of tragedy in the Erskine family, two years later he too
was killed in action during the Allied invasion of Tunisia.

The losses and associated suffering in the Lee and Erskine families were typical of those suffered
all over Europe in the Great War. A century later, Europe is peaceful but we must all remain
vigilant and ensure such conflicts never happen here again. I hope this record makes a small
contribution to the understanding of the stoicism and suffering of that generation.



Private Harold Martin account

My most vivid memory of the First World War was the way | spent my 20th Birthday, the 31st July
1917, the opening day of the 3rd battle of Ypres. After over 46 years the details of that day are still
clear in my memory.

| was no. 9223 private H. Martin, 1st Battalion Herts Regt. We were in the 39th Division and our
Brigade consisted of the 1st Cambs, 1st Cheshire, 4th Black watch and the 1st Herts.

On the opening day of this battle the Division’s target was a ridge, some distance beyond St. Julien.
The two other brigades were to attack first, one passing through the other + we were to advance last
+ capture the objectives.

However, we started about 10pm from C Camp near Brandhoek, between Poperinge + Ypres. We
were fully loaded, field pack except for overcoat and personal belongings, rifle, 170 rounds of ammo,
2 Very lights in one trouser pocket + two Mills grenades in the other pocket, 3 days rations and 1
shovel pushed down my back (which the sergeant said would save the back of my head). Also | was
only about 5’3" tall and far from physically strong, it was quite a job carrying this lot.

The journey to our support lines was eventually accomplished. The German shelling was very heavy
+ at certain points we had to make a mad rush (6 at a time) in between two salvos.

The attack started at 3.50 am. The noise was terrific. We in due course began to move forward
behind the other two brigades. The ground was in a terrible state owing to the shelling. However, we
struggled on and just before we reached the River Steenbeek, which was our starting point, the
sergeant said,

“Have you had your rum ration, Martin?”
“Not yet Sergeant.”

“Well, take a swig at this.” And he gave me the jar. | had a good drink of this, no doubt just what |
wanted.

We got to the Steenbeek, just to the left of St. Julien and about 2 sections of our platoon got into a

tremendous shell hole for cover. While we were waiting in this shell hole, the Colonel and Adjutant
paid us a visit. Shortly after this both these gentlemen were killed, in fact | was told later that every
officer in th Battalion was lost early on and two days later the Padre led out the remains of that fine
Battalion, 60 men.

But back to my memory. Our turn came to advance. We were being fired on from a pillbox directly in
front of us. | was next to the Sergeant and just before we got to it, 2 Germans ran towards us and |
ran away. The sergeant shot one and he fell almost at my feet. | fired at the one running away. The
other one, the Sergeant took prisoner.

We continued to move forward. My section’s job was to clear the Germans from a house on a road
running diagonally across our front. We were approaching this house when a terrific explosion
almost destroyed it. Someone had done the job for us.

We crossed the road but after about 200 yards we came to rows and rows of barbed wire. |
got into a shell hole not very far from the ridge (our objective) + was joined by a pal from my
home town (Bishops Stortford). We waited some time. Everything seemed so quiet. He said,



“We must get out of this or we will be captured. Me, being stupid, said,

“No! I have got so far, I'm not going back again.” He stayed some time + then, as | was still
stubborn, he went. How long | hung on | don’t know, but at last, not seeing anyone, |
decided to retrace my steps.

Back | went over the road again and up two fields. | was fired on but luck was with me, and |
found the Cambridgeshires digging in. | joined them, pulled my shovel out and laid it (ready
for digging) on the ground, turned round to look at something + lo and behold my shovel
had gone.

With my entrenching tool a scooped a hole out, sat in it for cover + a shell must have
exploded very near, it so stunned me | started running towards the Germans. A Captain in
the Cambridgeshires called me back.

+ told me to get to a dressing station just behind. | said,
“No, I'm allright Sir.” And he said,
“Do as you are told, look at yourself.” | looked down and was covered in blood.

| went to the Dressing station + they put a dressing on my face. (Luckily it was a very small
wound) then the Corporal said,

“Can you walk?” | said,
lIYeS!”

“Then get down that road as quick as you can, the news has just come through that a
counter attack is expected any minute.”

| gave my rifle to a man who had lost his and down that road | went. It seemed a very long
way. Just before | got to the canal bank my leg started hurting very badly. | looked down +
saw a hole through my left trouser leg. A few steps and | was in the Casualty Clearing
station. A piece of shrapnel had lodged under my knee cap. Loaded onto a lorry + taken to
Poperinge where | was operated on two days later.

So ended my twentieth birthday.
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1/1 Hertfordshire Regt
Attack formation at St. Julien 31 July 1917
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Reasons for failure

+ Rain and mud!

+ |neffective artillery support
— Mud prevented the field artillery from moving up
— Weak barrage on the German third line, so no neutralising fire
— Strongpoints not destroyed or neutralised
+ Lack of Tank Support — bogged down by the time they got
to the Steenbeek
— Lack of close support from tanks to overcome strongpoints
+ Lack of air support, and strafing by German aircraft
* Loads carried by attacking infantrymen

+ Timings — too long a pause on the dotted Green line
(Steenbeek)




Lieutenant Gripper Battlefield Sketch Map




Lieutenant Thompson Post-War Account

NOTES on the st Hertfordshire Regiment
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Unknown Eyewitness account (possibly Marchington)

St.Jullien 6
::‘3:-}.“ A.m, the Creeplng Barrage
Line, O cover the advance Lo the h
Hepy o ov ils completely failed to muterias
o -;'{;:ntno'lns'.. it Lrlnup:;:d-::tor.go

. .

Hed thie b.rrn::n;o:= :?:?:gglo there ia little doubt butthatl ’
he wdvance would have been carried oul Lo a succesaful
¢onclusion,
Practically no camumlties hud been suffered til
Nere in excellent spirites,snd the counter atlac
have YZeen launched,
AB 1t was,the attack had to be procesded with,send the "20 “«
followed thelr offleers without a moment's hn-ltctxon,lth’
veritable hail of rifle and M.Gun fire rpoceeding from :
rheltares about 300 yards away.

wap dus LO recommence in
third objective, the Green
te on the lat.
the t-ponulbtllty

1 then, the men
kK would never

or
In epite of all thelr weeke of mpecial tr-lnlnsrit; 3:1::\: /5

Attack in sdvanci at n walkx in comparative sm < .
barrage , thay udup?fd the only poseible course under m.‘gr
Cumstancen,vlz.Open warfare methods of ahort pectional oy
{nd1vidunl rushes,wtth a promptitude and sdaptability w

deflen ull praime,nnd which does infinite credit to the

Initintive of the renk snd file of the Heglment. "

d
The casualties were “emastntingly high, Lieut Scott waf kille
almont at once, and many oth!rngfiiC'Pluiﬂcl“dinﬁ L"“"“;::’
Commandlng, yo.1 Coy.ware put out of actlon in the first 4 ‘
yards,but the N.C.Os.carried on,snd thooe who got in fron

lay down and opened s steady enfilade fire on the sholtor:;r
taking a heavy toll or the defenderes,ns Wan dipcovered la
when the poeitlon wag taken at the point of the bayonel,
together with some 70 prisneras.

On this position being captured the Germans ,presumably tl‘f
result of signels from their airersft previously mentioned,
pul down m very heavy barrsge on a line about midway between
it and St.Jullen,thus entirely cutting off the lat.Herte from
eny reinforcemente which might have been supplied by the lat.

Canbe.in regerve,
2

/A few survivors,kled by Lieuts.Thompeon and Franeis,pushed on
%o the last Garman line,where they encountered two thick and
undamaged lines of wire,but in the interia, unknown by ﬂlﬂ,
heavy counter attacke had set in behind them on both £
This of couree could not have occur: od .l the pfOM'Qi‘L I
»@en available: deanwhile the Geraans manning the t ,
came out to surrender,but realislng the turn events |
and the mmall number of attackers,ihiey raturned and te
arms again,as they heavilly outnuubersd the lst Herts,

Lieut . Hardy while being carried off the fleld by the
saw Llsolated groups of the lst, Herte,nlthough surrow
gamely trying to fight their way back to the English

The remnants of the lst.Herts having penetrated as fa
their objective, the Green Line, found Liemeslvss pract
alone,#ntirely surrounded and heavlilly outnumbered,k
option bulto surrender after holding out for 5 hours




st.Julien

N
0::8 Company, ¥From notes by Llesut, Ritchliethe only surviving
oer or the Company.

JI vesutiful aignt, We moved
ew prigoners started coming

»

Th. O ) y
- Penling Lurrage was o PEARYYT
Zorward at Zero plus 1.40 . ATl

;0'“ In wbout helf an hour, :
9.2 Company went forwsrd to the Blus line in half platoon

Y.VQ."h°P° Liers wan n walt,

JD crowsingthe old No Man's Land No 7.Platoon lost two OF
“Area men from Shrapnel. Colonel Pugef came round while we
Yore halted under the areet of the rise which wag tae lunt
“lias we saw him,

Gerann lab.

NO.2 Coy.pamesd through the Sherwoods in the
“y0tem,iie BXngK/ff Blus Line,the liampehires being ia tue
Nd.%luck Line,by Kitchener's ¥ood. Sk

Selignd here the ground slopsd gently dosn to the Gteen
and 8t.Julten.,

?n crosning the rise we came under ¥.Gun fire Ifrom st.Julien
direction,apparantly untaken,and loet a Section Commander
killed and my servent wounded,

78 g0t down to the Steenbesk at the rigat place,to Schedule.
There was no rain, )M bLut 1t was very cloudy with low vieibilis

There wan no nign of the Black ¥atch on our Left who nad
apperently got hung up in Xitchener's Wood.

%o had a2 long walt at the Steenbesek,according to Schedule,
in croeeing which I lost my Plntoon Sergti.

The unple.sant featurss at this time were(a) No slgn of the
Black Watch,(b) Persistent ¥.Jun fire from some Blockhouses
nelf left,(c) One or two of our Guas firing ehort among us

and also short of the Steenbeek.

1 saw Captala Iowry und reported the absence of the Black

Watch., Head wae burled and ybadly shaken.
Ae I wae talking to Lowry two German 'planes came down very

low along our line Xachlne Guaning.

Shortly afterwarde we were told to expect an lmmedl .ﬁ.{
attack,and the snemy put down a very heavy and accurate
on all ground forward of the Steenbsek.

/n advanced according to Schedule,in two waves the Co
barrage being very heavy: The ground wae very stick)
up to our knees,and men were going down right and
Our Left flank wae entirely in the alr. '
During one of our two minute reets I brought up
in line with No.6 as we could not cover the fron
Captain Lowry was now reported hit and the whole ¢

now in one line and their appearsd to be nothing

and the enenmy.

( 2 whether No.2 was in support of No.l or of No.3:
or in front line) 8

When we reached the £t Jullen-Poslcappelle road Hi
had each about 5 men left, -
There wag a hedge running more or legs at right
road. Head took his lot up the left side,while I
right, I do not think anyons saw Head or any o



St,Jullen
Aboyy,
h 200 yurdm on there wams o BY§f
®lq by s enemy no | tried to woark round Lhem, 4
Ou'.. CArrying my Iawle Gun as the L.0un fSectlon waa knooke
'ht PX00nt one man, bt the gun was choked in mud und uneless.
11e trylng to gol at thepe Germans | gol knocked out,

row of Block Hounes

hen I gam o 7 found I had no N,C.0.left so 1 went Private

2:kln- On with the 5 remaining men.
‘hle time we were a bit behind fHcheduls. Barraip
;0uld mee Secretan further on on the right,the counter bar

belng et11) unplensantly hesvy.

001“6 back [ got tn touch with the Black Watch who were cert-
aialy behind {lmo,and I think that 1% was in the gap on our
left between um mnd the Black Watch that the enemy came down
And cut uyp off.

Host of our dend and dying wars lylng between the Road and
the Steenbesk,whilch wae where we suffered most of our
Curuanltilen,

:hgld not hear of the death of our Colonolfgor ho'.badly
Ng8 were going on the right until days afterwards.

It seamesd a bnd'fhow on our left ﬂlnk,but 1 ” never mmt

1t was general,



Lieutenant Francis Account:
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—mALIAEE had Deen put upse Guns could not gel up in Line,
7. Howsas doring inte-time that The Dootor,Capt.Charles did
+ #uoch magnificent work,zoing from shell hole to shell hole

i

Rev Edgar Popham

ft . Julten
AA 4
- Nettalion Hendguurtere, ..

sfrom Notes by The Rev N lopham M. C . Chapleln *he the Batisllon
and R.0ergt Major Tite . C M,
- b maved

'r‘\::ll-lluu Hevdgusrtera/up tp Lthe fLeanbeek over the
grodgd mlready coplured by the lldth.and 117th. krignden.led
by tha Colonel the letter part Whrough [ssvy shell and M. Gun
fire,a uvnilable cover wdm thers taken in elell holes,

and the plein,ne usupl wentl usong the sen wilh clgearelies,

\and found them In excelleant fettile,

The Chaplatn wiies,"Then twn Hun Planes found ue,snd flying
low they muehiine punned us ws we lay,and probably dlsclosed
out position to the enemy. The moment came and the Herie
Guarde awept up the h1ll, The shelling wes now hesvy, Lhnough
we heard nothing of the'wonnter barrage whioh had beern
promised um in our supporY, We heard afterwards Lhat no

dresning wounds,

fhortly afterwurde « meassge came neking for re-inforcements
ond I lost night of Colonel Page,hearing n few minutes later
that he had been killed tnetantly by a plece of shell.®

The Sergeannt Major writes," About 12,30 p.m,.the Adjutant,
Captain Nilne,tcld me the Germans were advancing on us, naving
up we learned later,cut off our main hody.

Thile ppeaking to me Captaln ¥ilne wus hit and dled almoet

&t once, I got together all avallable men,about 25 ,mainly
Slgnellers and Of ficere' Servants,snd formed s line in Shell
holes, We then opened fire und the enemy who were advancing

over undulating Fepfyy country at aboul J500 yarda distance,
were compelled to halt,

We contlinued to hold them with the ald of a few stragglers
who found their way back, a Ceargzsant and about 20
Other Ranks of the l4th.Hante.(116th. Bde,)but running short
of ammunition we had to retire to & partly dug trench on

the oggoulto eide of the River.

Just before this I etopped a bullet in my left ara,which

put that limb out of action,snd a few minutes later the
¥.0.Captain Charles was hit in the thigh. The Chapfian at
once went to him,but I yelled to h'm to lie down.

I was later reinforced by fergt.Ashwell who turned up with

a Lewis Gun and one man carrying magazinee, Thig was & great
help and I plaged hilm on our left flank where there was an
interval of sbout 1000 yards betwsen us and the Black Wateh.

During the whole of this time the Chaplain,with total dlsregaie

mbouoml safety,did all poeeible to ald the wounded and
n we retired ,he was the last to leave and bro?t !iﬁm. '
S

almost carrying him,a man who was wounded in the

Abut 6.p.m.lieut Walker of the let.Cambs arfrived with
a company and took over command ordering me to go back
get my arm eeen to. This I did and after walking until
midnight,found our Transport near Elverdinghe,where I r
to Major Phillipe,afterwards recelving treataent at
Dreseging Station nearby." il

The Chaplain also writes,"Ve had a few badly wow
P111 Box;while I wae with them, I hesrd that Capt
been hit,and crawling to him we found that his th
shattered by a bullet., After making him as co:
we could,four of our splendid Stretcher Bearers
the hill eide with him and eventually got him bac
the bravest bits of stretcher work ever done by U
I wish I could remember their names., By this t

number with eorrow and aleo a bit anxlous as we

thepstteatBrisheh, anayraangbahasfter - R-5-



Bn. Hdqre., gt.Jullen

where the British Army was,but after a time H.5.4.Tite

managed to get in touch,end found that @« Company of the Cambs.
were digging in in our rear ., snd we felt amoler,

Jome hwure muetl heave pansed when suddenly the alarm wap glven,
& man looked into the dug out where [ was with the wounded,and
cried"They're coming,We'rs off"™ and before I could do anything
I saw our boys going bock over the Hteenbeek Lo the Cambridge-
chires' trench. The men in the P111 Box slso went,but I do
not think they got hack,snd left me with 4 man who hed twlce
been wounded in the lege. I trisd to keep him there telling
him the Hune would not hurt him, but he tegan Lo crewl Leck, o
S lud to get him on my shoulder and drag him back.

On erriving st the Cambs Trench I found an offlcer in charge
and our boym fighting happily,and se 1t wam the place for @
badly wounded man,T declided to try snd take him back,and we
managed to get to a Dremsing Statlon nbout 7.p.w,

The next morning I found the Prigade Hdqre.and the Erigadler
aoked me to take charge of the remainder of the Battallon
untll Wajor Phillips could come up,which I did untll relieved
on the svening of September the let."

L



Colonel Gripper — Compiled account (Post-War):

The Battle of St Julien -31° July 1917:

Before the attack on the St Julien position, which has been given the name of the Battle of Pilkem, the
1°t Herts with other units of the 39" Division ad to undergo a special course of Training.

On the 21t of June the Battalion was billeted in the Moulle-Moulle-Serques Area, about 7 kilometres out
of St Omer on the Calais road.

In this district a full scale model of the section of the line to be attacked had been prepared, woods being
shown by branches of trees, and dummy trenches indicating the German positions.

In in and day out the troops were put through the part to be played by them in the attack, advancing
first in Artillery formation, then extending at a given point, which represented the crest of a ridge at the
Southern edge of Kitchener Wood, on which was situated the famous Falkenhayn Redoubt, and
continuing in extended order to the line of the second objective, where in due course the barrage would
be picked up.

The plan of attack for the 39t Division was as follows:-

The Section to be attacked was divided into three separate objectives, roughly the first, second, and
third German Defence systems, called in Operation Orders the Blue, Black and Green lines respectively.

There was to be a very thorough artillery preparation from some days previous to the offensive, to be
followed by the Infantry advancing in ‘Leapfrog’ formation behind an impenetrable barrage. The 116t
and 117 Inf. Bde composed of the 4/5" Black Watch, the 5 Cheshire Regt, the 1 Cambridgeshire Regt
and the 1° Herts, the Green Line.

This latter objective was rightly considered the most difficult as it was not possible to give it the same
amount of artillery preparation as the others, on account of lack of direct observation and the distance
it was situated from the Guns. In fact the Brigadier in his address to the Regiment on the day before the
offensive was launched, stated this, and added that ‘Pride of Place’ in the centre of the line had been
allotted to the 15 Herts.[PAGE GAP?? — SEE FILE GOES FROM 555 TO 562]

[??] intrepid German Machine gunner might remain under cover and in action, in spite of the barrage,
and might possibly hold up the advance, on a limited front, until they could be dealt with by Tanks or
other means, and as anyhow the action would be very local, it was not considered advisable to delay
the general advance, especially as the success of an attack of this nature primarily depended up on the
close proximity of the Infantry to their creeping barrage.

To fully appreciate the work performed by the 1° Herts on the 31% July, it must be remembered that all
ranks had had it impressed on them, day after day for some time that their part practically speaking, of
the actual advance, was to consist of merely walking behind a creeping barrage with slung rifles, and
that no opposition would be met with, other than an improbable M. Gun nest, which if necessary, would
be dealt with by Tanks.

In due course the Battalion reached almost as high a state of perfection, as was possible to expect, in
their training, and on the 22" July, with the remainder of the 118" Inf. Bde it was moved by motor ‘buss
to the Camps near S. Jean Ter Biazin, preparatory to taking up their assembly positions for the battle.

Routes to the line were arranged and one officer from each company went forward on the 27t and 28
to arrange for the assembly positions, which consisted for the most part of Shell holes behind Hill Top
Farm.



On the night of the 30/31° the 1 Herts left the bivouacs near Viamertinghe, which they had occupied
on the previous day, and after a rather trying march across country through desultory shell fire and gas,
in the pitch dark, finally reached their assembly position just after midnight, suffering only a few [????]

The following are extracts from Operation Orders issued by Lt. Col. Page, dated the 29 July 1917.

(a) The 5% Army is to capture the hostile trench system East and North East of Ypres on Z day.

(b) The XVIII Corps will capture the hostile trench system on its present front.

Right Division, 39 Left Division, 51°.

Reserve Division 48" Right, and 11" Left.

(c) The 39" Division will attack at Zero hour on Z. day and will capture the German trenches on the
frontage shown on the attached may as far as the Green Line, which will be known as Cuthbert Trench
when consolidated.

(d) The 23" Division (Prussian) is holding the area to be attacked by the 39" Division. It’s probable
dispositions are 1 Battalion 448™ Inf. Regt and % Battalion 449" Inf. Regt in the front line system; the
same in the Kitchener system, and the same in the Langmark Line.

The 450" Regt is said to be in the neighbourhood of Peolcappel.

(e) The objective of the 118" Inf. Brigade is the green Line. The attack on the Green Line will be carried
out with: -

6t Cheshires on the Right. 1°t Herts in the Centre.

4/5" Black watch on the Left. 15t Cambs in reserve near Border House.

The division lines between Battalion are shown on the map.

(f) Three Machine Guns of the 118" M.G. Company and two Stokes Mortars are allotted to the 15 Herts.

2. Assembly. The Brigade will move into the assembly position on Y/Z night.
The 15 Herts will leave Camp at 8.45pm and march via Queen’s Road — Bridge 2 — and overland track,
to the assembly positions. Nos 1 and 3 Companies near Irish Farm, Nos 2 and 4 Companies and Battalion
Headquarters to La Belle Alliance and Coney Street.

3. Advance.
(a) At Zero plus 1 hour 40 minutes the 118 Inf. Brigade will advance from their assembly position.
Herts and Cheshires from the X. line and Black Watch and Cambs from the Canal Bank.
(b) The 1° Herts will arrive just West of the Blue Line at Zero plus 2 hours 10 minutes. The further
advance will made so that the three attacking Battalions are on the East bank of the Steenbeck by Zero
plus 6 hours 10 minutes.

The Orders for the attack of the 15t Herts were, No 1 Company on the Right and No 2 Company on the Left,
each in two waves, in the Front Line.

In support No 3 on the Right and No 4 on the Left, also in two waves.

The Company Officers were:-

No 1. Company Lieut. Hardy. Commanding Lieuts. Walthew, Thompson and Scott.

No 2. Company Captain Lowry. Commanding Lieuts. Ritchie, Head and Secretan.

No 3. Company Lieut. Gallo. Commanding Lieuts. Marchington, Francis and Edwards.

No 4. Company Capt. D’Arcy Fisher. Commanding Lieuts Lake, Macintosh and S. King.

At 3.45 am on the 31 July, just as dawn was breaking, the barrage opened with a burst of flame along
the whole line of the Divisional Front, the most intense barrage that had been put up, to that period of
the War.

The 1%t Herts were not due to move off some time so, as no reason for secrecy existed, fires were lighted
and the men had breakfast.

The weather, which had been fine practically through-out July, had broken on the 28" and during the
whole of the 31%, low lying clouds and drizzle rendered cooperation with the Royal Flying Corps almost
impossible.



The state of the ground was such, from the rain, that progress of any sort could only be made with great
difficulty, and it was this fact, more than anything else, which led to the comparative failure of the
operations.

The Germans were well aware of the impending offensive and it transpired subsequently that they were
also in possession of most of the details of it.

They had accordingly withdrawn most of their guns in the forward area, and had apparently resigned any
idea of holding their first system seriously; which was not surprising in view of the pounding it had received
from our guns.

Hardly a shred of wire was to be seen, and what remained of the trenches was lightly held by inferior
troops.

The Blue Line gave little trouble, nor did the Black Line, although the Falkenhayn Redoubt, on the Southern
edge of Kitchen Wood needed attentions of a Tank before it succumbed.

The 1% Herts left their assembly positions about 5am and advanced in Artillery formation over the
captured ground to the first German line of defence, the Blue Line, where they took cover on account of
desultory shelling and a certain amount of Machine Gun fire.

The latter was silenced shortly afterwards, by which time the 116" Inf. Brigade had reached the Black
Line.

So far the attack had gone exactly to plan.

While the 1%t Herts were on the Black Line bearings were taken in order to confirm that the Battalion was
keeping direction, and to ascertain the position of St. Julien, which lay over the crest of the ridge.

The 1t Herts resumed their advance according to schedule. Nos 1 and 2 Companies leading in Artillery
formation, followed by Nos 3 and 4, being wished ‘Good Luck’ by the 116" Brigade as they went through
them.

On gaining the crest of the first ridge leading Platoons came under M. Gun fire; the signal to extend was
immediately given, and the promptitude with which Platoon Commanders and N.C.Os got their men out
of Artillery formation, saved any casualties.

The ‘Dead ground’ West of the Steenbeck was reached and the Battalion had to cross the Stream by a
plank bridge owing to its swollen state.

It was here that the 15t Herts had their first disappointment, as the two Tanks detailed to accompany them
were both out of action. One stuck irretrievably in a shell hole, and the other fell into the Steenbeck, and
although its crew made gallant efforts to get it under way again, they would not do so.

The 1% Herts after crossing the Steenbeck, having plenty of time to do so, re-organised in the ‘Dead
ground’ on the far side of the stream.

The Colonel was full of optimism and the example he set kept everyone cool and collected.

The Padre wandered from Company to Company, although shelling was pretty continuous, cheering the
men up and giving them cigarettes, showing absolutely no fear, and as calm as if such a thing as war
never existed.

The moment for the advance came, and although the intense Barrage promised did not exist, as it
appeared that only two 18 pounders and two 4.5” Howitzers were in action on this part of the line, the
Herts Guards swept up the hill.

Reconnoitring Patrols from No 1 Company under Lieuts Walthew and Thompson, pushed on and cleared
St Julien, which was only lightly held.

Two Platoons of No 1 Coy were then extended along the St. Julien-Poelcappelle Road, but one of them, No
4, was shortly afterwards compelled to withdraw a little owing to ‘Shorts’ from the two Howitzers.



At this time the 15 Herts were in touch with the Cheshires on their Right, but there was no sign of the Black
Watch, which had apparently got hung up in Kitchener’s wood.

A Battery of 77 Guns had been discovered between the Steenbeck and St. Julien, which were duly
appropriated.

The unpleasant features on the left of the line at this time were (a) No sign of the Black Watch and (b)
Persistent M. Gun fire from some Pill Boxes half left.

At about 9.35 am a message received from the Officer Commanding the left Company of the Cheshire
Regt intimating that the Germans were massing for a Counter attack on the Springfield-Winnipeg road,
and at the same time a reconnoitring Patrol of the 1 Herts reported that the Germans were holding a
line of old artillery dug outs about 400 yards East of the Peolcappelle-St Julien road.

This information was sent to Battalion Hdqrs on the Steenbeck, and Colonel Page ordered the two leading
Companies to move up and man the latter road, with a view to forestalling any counter attack that might
be in contemplation by the enemy.

The road was manned and the enemy were in sight of the 1% Herts for the first time, in any force, that
day.

On the Left the counter barrage was very heavy, the left of the 1% Herts was entirely in the air, and the
ground was very sticky making the going very heavy.

The casualties on this flank were getting heavy, and still the promised intense barrage was conspicuous
by its absence. During this advance Capt. Lowry, commanding No 2 Coy was killed.

About this time two German aeroplanes, flying very low, passed over the 1% Herts, firing Very lights, and
Machine Gunning the Battalion, and shortly afterwards the Germans launched a Counter attack.

This was in some force, commencing with a line in extended order, which advanced up to the line of dug
outs previously mentioned, where they joined up with about 100 others who were taking cover there, and
who had opened heavy rifle fire to cover the advance.

At this point the counter attack was stopped by rifle and Lewis Gun fire, mainly from No 1 Coy on the right.

The heaviness of the enemy casualties at this point and also later in the day, is vouched for by those of
the Regiment who were taken prisoners, Lieut. Walthew estimating that he passed upwards of 150
German Dead alone, on the ground over which the 1%t Herts had advanced.

At 10.10 am the Intense Creeping barrage was due to re-commence in order to cover the advance to the
third objective, the Green Line, but this completely failed to materialise on the 1% Herts’ front, owing, as
it transpired later to the impossibility of moving the Guns up through the mud.

Had this barrage been available there is little doubt but that the attack would have been entirely
successful.

The casualties up to this time, especially on the Right, had not been heavy, and the Men were in excellent
spirits.

The attack had to be proceeded with, and then men followed their officers without a moment’s hesitation,
into a veritable hail of rifle and Machine Gun fire, proceeding from the shelters about 300 yards in front.



In spite of all their special training, for this very attack, in advancing at a walk in comparative safety
behind a barrage, the 1°t Herts adopted the only possible course, namely, open warfare methods of short
sectional and individual rushes, with the greatest promptitude and gallantry.

The casualties were at once devastatingly high. Lieut. Gallo, Commanding No 3 Coy and Lieut. Scott of
No 1 were killed almost at once, and many officers including Lieut. Hardy, Commanding No 1 Coy were
wounded, but the 1%t Herts carried on, taking a heavy toll of the enemy, as was discovered when the
position, - about 400 yards East of the Poelcappelle-St Julien road -, was taken at the point of the bayonet,
together with some 70 or more prisoners.

By this time practically the whole of the supporting companies were in the front line.

On this position begin captured the Germans put down a very heavy barrage on a line about midway
between it and St. Julien, thus entirely cutting off the 1% Herts from any reinforcements which might have
been supplied by the 15t Cambs in reserve.

Lieuts. Francis Thompson and Walthew on the right, with Lieuts. Ritchie and Head of the left, and Lieut.
Secretan in the centre, went on with the remnants of the 15t Herts.

On the Lieut. Ritchie and Head advanced on either side of a cross hedge with about 5 men each, Lieut.
Head advanced on the left side and was never seen again, Lieut. Ritchie went on the right side of the
hedge and found a row of Pill Boxes about 200 yards on, carrying his Lewis Gun himself, he tried to get
round them, but was knocked out, so Private Atkins went on with the 3 remaining men.

In the centre Lieut. Secretan was killed, and the final act of 15 Herts in their gallant fight can best be given
in Lieut. Francis’ own words, who which Lieut. Thompson was taken prisoner on the Green Line.

“Our line was woefully thin by this time, consisting mainly of No 1 Coy some of my Coy no 3 and No 4.
The remainder of No 3 could be seen forming a second line some 300 yards in rear.

It was here | met Lieut. Thompson of No 1 Coy the only other officer that could be seen.

We had a hurried consultation: Our left flank was bare, obviously non-existent: Our right flank was in
touch with a Coy of the Cheshires, but beyond them in our rear it could be seen that the Cemetery was
still untaken.

Heaving fighting could be heard going on and the Germans showed their presence by the number of
Rockets begin sent up. In front we had a small creeping barrage, nothing to what we had seen early in
the morning — we heard afterwards most of the Guns had been unable to move owing to the mud -.
Everywhere around us was the cry “Stretcher Bearer wanted”.

We remembered our strict orders “Never mind your flanks, carry on with your job”, and decided to push
on, taking advantage of the barrage and not waiting for our second line.

The time now, if | remember right, was somewhere round 12 noon. It was rather like “Leading lambs to
the slaughter”, as we had a pretty fair idea of what the Landmark line was going to be like though as yet
we couldn’t see it owing to the hedge lining the road in front of us, and we also knew that beyond those
few men in our second line there was no further help.

It cannot therefore be wondered at that our Men, who had behaved up to now so magnificently, began
to lose heart.



it was just at this time that a Private of the Cheshires came up to us, saluted as if on parade, and said
“Connecting File Cheshires Sir”; the way this man behaved was wonderful, he stuck to us the whole time
and was eventually captured with us; he kept in front with Thompson and myself shouting “There are
Cheshires, come on the Herts”. | believe Thompson has his name, as he certainly deserved a Medal.

We carried on at a walking pace keeping a good line, and having comparatively few casualties, until we
reached the road.

Ongoing through the hedge lining the road we had our first view of the Green Line: A great big trench on
top of arise, and what was worse two lines of uncut wire in front, but it was our objective and the Germans
in the trench in front of us could be seen running away.

It was at this point that Sergt. Hammond came up to me with a broad grin on his face and said something
about at last getting at the Bosche, and would he tell the men to get ready to go absolutely all out.
Immediately afterwards a Private came up and reported Sergt. Hammond badly wounded in the leg; he
died immediately | believe.

I won’t say much about Sergt. Hammond as anyone who was out in France with the Herts knew him, but
I should like it to be known that he died just as he had always carried on, absolutely fearless and looking
as if there was no finer fun on earth than going over the top.

We were now faced with this terrible uncut wire, and the German fire was beginning to be particularly
heavy again. Thompson and | managed to scramble through it with a few men the remainder following.

The Germans, unfortunately, who were leaving the trench looked round, saw how few we were, and from
both flanks and from the front the most murderous Machine Gun fire was poured into us. Those who had
not yet reached the wire went back a bit, and the few who had got through went on a little way and finally
took cover in a shell hole. Our little party was now reduced at about 6, including the two officers and the
Cheshire Orderly.

The Cheshire Company on our right had been more successful and reached the trench and entered it: Our
hopes were now centred on them.

Our barrage was now knocking the Langmarck line about in front of us; it seemed deserted now
immediately in front though on the flanks it was obviously occupied.

It was bitter to sit there and think that with a few more men and more ammunition, -our S.A.A. had mostly
been used in St. Julien- the trench was ours for the asking.

For a little while nothing happened, we lit Flares for our aeroplanes, but they quickly went away, and a
German one appeared flying low and firing on us.

It may be mentioned that although our aeroplanes were obviously doing good work, we were hampered
and worried ever since leaving St. Julien by low flying German machines.

Germans could be seen well in our rear, both to the right and left of us, though our immediate rear was
clear, and soon our Men could be seen advancing again: They reached the wire and we tried to re-join
them: It was hopeless, the fire was too heavy. Three of the men with us were shot at once, so we sheltered
again in a shell hole, and the men who had come up had to fall back. | gather that they were all wiped
out as they were practically surrounded on all sides.



We were still mystified as to what had happened to the Cheshire Company but we quickly knew, as
Thompson pointed out some Germans with some English coming out of the trench on our right, and to
our horror the English were the Prisoners and were picking up the wounded and searching the ground.

The Germans were now everywhere, the time being about 1.30pm. We were finally taken about 4 pm
and it seemed to us we were the only two survivors of that awful day.

Corporal Oliver, of No 1 Company | believe, had been badly wounded getting through the wire and died
very shortly afterwards, he had shown very fine spirit.

I know little of what happened on our left: The Black Watch obviously failed early. No 2 Company got held
up at the Pill Boxes where Head was killed, No 4 Company | do not remember seeing at all.

After being captured we crossed the Langmarck line and were taken to Passchendaele. The Germans
evidently had a bad fight, as every arrangement for a hurried leave was obvious; Guns left lying untended
in the fields and everything very much in confusion. There were however many Battalions massed at
Passchendaele ready to move up, and obviously very reluctant to do so.

What happened with Battalion Headquarters is given from notes by The Rev. E. Popham, M.C. Chaplain
to the Battalion, and Regt. Sergt. Major Tite, D.C.M.

The Padre writes; | was while we were at the Steenbeck that the Doctor, Captain Charles did such
magnificent work, going from shell hole to shell hole dressing wounds.

After the Battalion had advanced from the stream a message came asking for reinforcements, and | lost
sight of Colonel Page, hearing a few minutes later that he had been killed instantly by a piece of shell.

The Sergt. Major writes: About 12.130pm the Adjutant, Captain Milne, told me the Germans were
advancing on us, having as we learnt later cut off or main body. While speaking to me Captain Milne was
hit and died almost at once.

| got together all available men, about 25, mainly Signaller and Officers’ Servants, and formed a line in
shell holes.

We then opened fire and the enemy who were advancing over undulating ground at about 500 yards
distance, were compelled to halt.

We continued to hold them with the aid of a few stragglers who found their way back, and s Sergeant and
about 20 Other Ranks of the 14 Hants, but running short of ammunition we had to retire to a partly dug
trench on the opposite side of the river.

Just before this stopped a bullet in my left arm which put that limb out of action, and a few minutes later
Capt. Charles, the M.O. was hit in the thigh. The Chaplain at once went to him, but | yelled to him to lie
down.

I was later reinforced by Sergt. Ashwell who turned up with a Lewis Gun and one man carrying magazines.
This was a great help and | placed him on our Left flank where there was a gap of about 1000 yards
between us and the Black watch.

During the whole of this time the Chaplain, with total disregard for personal safety, did all possible to aid
the wounded, and when we retired, he was the last to leave and brought with him, almost carrying him,
a man who was wounded in the leg.



About 6pm Lieut. Walker of the 15t Cambs arrived with half a Company and took over command, ordering
me to go back and get my arm seen to. This | did and after walking until nearly midnight, found our
Transport near Elverdinghe, where | reported to Major Phillips, afterwards receiving treatment at the
Corps Dressing Station nearby.

The Padre also writes: We had a few badly wounded men in a Pill Box; while | was with them | heard that
Captain Charles had been hit, and crawling to him we found that his thigh had been shattered by a bullet.
After making him as comfortable as we could, four of our splendid Stretcher Bearers crawled down the
hill side with him and eventually got him back, one of the bravest bit of Stretcher work ever done by the
Herts. | wish | could remember their names.

By this time we were numb with sorrow and also a bit anxious as we did not know where the British Army
was, but after a time R.S.M. Tile managed to get in touch, and found that a Company of the Cambs were
digging in our rear, and we felt easier.

On arriving at the Cambs trench | found an officer in charge and our boys fighting happily, and as it was
not the place for a badly wounded man, | decided to try and take him back, and we managed to get to a
Dressing Station about 7pm.

The next morning | found Brigade Hdqrs. and the Brigadier asked me to take charge of the remainder of
the Battalion until Major Phillips could come up, which I did until relieved on the evening of September
the 1.



