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1sr HERTS, Rmmm AT THE FRQNT

Some ot the No. 4 Company taken at the Front. No! 4 was formed from the old ‘BT (Ro; gston and
; Letchworth) a.nd A e Hitck-n and Stevenage) Companies. 4 i
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SPY IN HAYSTACK.

Experience of ist Herts.

Shot just missed Pirton Man.

Yol Seret. Hardy, ‘“ G” Gompany 1st He}-ts., .who
li\'zs) in \'\'ﬁlinbusharoad, Hitehin, has been mvg,hde_ad
home from the Fromt suffering from frost-bite in

he feet. d

! ;L;e::‘rived in England just over a w?ek ago,
Janding at Southampton after a 24 hours’ voyage
on 'the ‘‘Agadir® from Boulogne. He was then
taken to Devonport Military Hospital, where he
received splendid attention. He was met in Lon-
don by his wife, and arrived home @few days ago.

Col.-Sergt. Hardy has made good Vprc’;gxess, and
is keen on going out again, ‘‘because,” S$ays the
brave non-com., ‘‘every man who 1s.phy51cally fit
is wanted out at the Front.” He will have to re-
port himself at headquarters, Hertford, in about
a fortnight’s time.

i in oo;gl’versat‘ion with himedme glzi.itshers thzﬁi Sﬁh;e
has been proud to have served in this grave Crisis,
blﬁzugh hepis fully conscious of the big undertaking
the Allies have to drive the Germans out of Bel-
o Yy ‘

DHIT(‘: speaks ‘in dugh erms Of the’ Commanding
Officer of the Herts. Regt., and of the other officers,
and says the regiment have stuck the work wel.l.

[he' 1st Herts. up to Christmas Eve had been in
the trenches in all ten times. 'Generally, the sol-
diers, he says; are in the trenches for one da}.y,
when they are relieved by the reserves from the
“dug outs.” h /

"}?l;,e ““dug outs” are also trenches; but lie back
from /thé firing line trenches. The latter trenches
are omly about eighteen inches wide, and each
tronch takes three men. in its deepest part, gemer:
ally about six feet deep, which is connected with
the next trench by a passage trench four feet deep.
The ““dug out,”, where the reserves wait for their
turn to ‘go into the firing line, are roomy“pla.oes”,
and groups of men can get inside each. Stall,” |
said the Col.-Sergt., ‘‘the dug-outs dre within, phe
daneer zone of the shells, which are fired five miles
off, "o that we have to keep hidden as much as
possible during the day-time.}

Several thrilling incidents were recounted.

The most exciting concerned two German: spies,

‘A the 1st Herts. were marching to the tl:encheq
on one ‘occasion,”’ kaid M¢. Hardy, a bulle.t,
whizzed about ‘three inches past my face, and it
| actually went through the wooden shaft alongside
| the barrel of the mdn in front—Pte. Baines, of
Pirton, I think he comes from. The next day
other shots were fired about the same spot, and a
search was made, with the result that two German
spies were found inside a haystack near the roaa-
way, They were equipped with a field ftelephm%e
connected with the heavy German battery five
miles away (where the ‘Jack Johnsons’ had been
coming from). The spies also had food for several
woeks with them. They were found by the Guards
with whom the Herts. are associated at the Front.
These Guards—the 4th Brigade, 2nd Division, under
Sir John Douglas Haig—have caught thirty Ger-
man

| men they drop a fire-ball, which gives the range to

| These spies do a lot of mischief, accoording to
Col.-Sergt. Hardy. On several occasions the town
of ¥pres has been shelled just at the moment when
English and French troops have been passing
through—probably the work of spies. Spies have
also been found at the top of church towers.

On one occasion the Germans had got wind of
some troops being in a wood, but they were hood-
winked in time, though the wood was shelled
heavily. The 1st Herts. had received orders to
take shelter in the wood, but, needless to say, they
| sought another pldce just in time.

Much of the firing by the lst Herts. has been
done just inside the Belgium border. The English
troops take charge of a firing line about five miles
in extent. The German trenches are within 10
yards—in some places much nearer. The lst Herts.
have not been in a bayonet charge, but on one
Qccasion -they were 48 hours in the trench firing
line at one stretch. On the Monday before Christ-
mas Day the Ist: Herts. did a forced march at
uight of eighteen miles, whep, they were quartered
at ithe same place as the Ghurkas and Bengal
Lancers, 3,000 strong.

Bven with his feet bad, Col.-Sergt. Hardy was
not going to be left behind, and went with the
regiment on this march. He had to ‘‘give in” at
the end of the jouri.v. where, on Christmas Eve,
the lst Herts. were <1.! red for the frenches again
three miles away. He, with other sick and wounded,
some Indians among them, went to a hospital in
the north of France;, wheucs he left by train for
Boulogne—a 14 hours’ journey.

Owing to the tricks of the spies it is only safe to
move to and from the trenches in the dark, and
the order to leave the trenches is passed along in
| whispers. A

On one occasion after leaving the firing trenches
the ‘G’ Company were found to be three men
short. A search proved unavailing, but when they
were relieved by the French the three men were
found asleep in the trench, tired out with the long
spell of work. The three men ran a lot of risk
in rejoining their regiment owing to the presence
of German snipers, who, with the spies, are the
best shots the Germans have.

In ond trench whch had been captured by the
Bnglish, the 1st Herts. men found a wounded Ger-
man who had been lying there four days with a
broken leg. He was attended to by Sergt. Lang-
ford, of the ‘“G” Compdny. 4

Another occasion a treuch which had been lost
and recaptured contained a German with a pair of
boots belonging to the Pnglish {roops round  his |
neck—evidently a case of making use of the injured
to replace their worn-out boots.

Col,-Sergt. Hardy says the Allies can now morg
than hold their own as regards big guns, those
of the British troops: being splendid. He reckons
the Germans are losing three or four times the
number of men that the Allies are.

He says the aeroplanes are kopt busy on both
sides. 'When the Germ¥ns detect a number of

the German batteries fiye miles away, and in/ about
ten ‘minutes shells ave beiug thrown.' 'This, of

b BRI

been in the trenches.”

jes in the distriet where the 1st Herts. have

coursé, is done by the British batteries as well.
against the  Germans, so that each side is very
chary labout moving during the day. )

|
)
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| from the military authorities.
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ABBISS KILLED.

e

FATAL SHELL IN RESERVE

PI1E. A.

It is with painful regret that w¢ an-
nounce the death in action of Pte. Alfred
Abbiss, Canadian Regt., eldest son of Mr.
and Mrs. F. Abbiss, of Pirton, which took
place instantaneously from a bursting
shell, on March 29. S

The sad news was verified in a letter
received by the parents on Tuesday last,

The deceased, who was 28 years of age
last November, was a kind-hearted young
{man, and was a good son to his parents.
He had been in Canada eight years last
June, being engaged in various callings;
for one period on the land. He lived in
New Westminster, British Columbia, and
enlisted in that country in February, 1915.
Previous to that he had been home from
Canada on three occasions, and since arriv-
ing in England with the Canadian Regt.,
in June, 1915, had been home once from
the camp. He went with his battalion to

R

France in August last year. He regularly
~ewrrote: tiroulas g i
before the sad tidings came. The deceased
was single. : ; 2

Details of the gallant soldier’s death
are given in the following letter from a
chaplain in the trenches :—

“April 2. - Dear Mrs.- Abbiss,—I regret
very much to have to inform you of the
death of your son, Pte. A. Abbiss, of the
Canadian Regt. He was killed by a shell,
which burst quite close to him on  the
road beside their billet, where they were
'in reserve. It will be a little comfort to
you to know that he was instantly killed,
and did not suffer. We buried him that

slope of Hill 63, near Plug-street Wood,
in the presence of his comrades. Before
we left there a cross was erected, so that
the. grave will remain permanently
marked. The cemetery is fenced, and will
be permanently maintained by the Govern-
ment. If you so desire, I can apply to
the Grave Regulation Commission for a
- photograph of the grave, which they will
send you when they can get it taken. I
know you will find pride in the thought
that your boy made the supreme sacrifice
for our nation’s sake, and trust you will
find comfort in the love of our Heavenly
Father, who careth for us. May He bless
you and give you strength in your hour
of trial.—Yours sincerely,  Louis W.
Moffit, chaplain.

Pte. A. E. Purser, also of the Canadian
Regt.,-a close chum of the deceased, also
wrote to deceased’s sister, Rose. He

‘it will be a hard blow to your

i , s0o I write to you. All I can say
| to comfort you, is that Alfred met a pain-
es i. I have-a few of his~ things,
will send to you at the first oppor-

 this will cause you sorrow. Alfred was
respected by all that knew him, and T for
one will miss the best friend I ever had.”

Another son, Tom, is also in the
(Canadian Regt., joining up at New West-
{minster, British Columbia, in June, 1915.
|¥e went to Canada three years last
‘| Narch, and. came to England with his
| rgiment last November, having been
hane to Pirton three times fro

levening in the battalion cemetery, on the |,

1ity, as I know that they were obtained |
that purpose. I know the writing of |

PR

T

d,' . %

Shorn- | *

Buried by «a
* Black Maria.” :
__ [Letter written from Bruges by

Wilfred Jesse Vine, Royal Marine
Light Infantry, to his father at Hen~
~tow, Beds.} oo

I Jiope you get this letter. T am sending
it by refugees leaving Antwerp for Ostend
and England.

It was a sad 'plight we were in at Ant-
werp, I think we have lost about 200
killed and wounded, in fact it is a marvel
that any of us are alive to tell the tale.
= We all had to retire—a twenty-eight mile
march in the dead of night. There were
about 20,000 Belgian soldiers and hundreds
‘1 of families, in fact thousands, also the

Naval Brigade. The city on fire was a sight
I shall-never forget.  w %

Our = eompanmy sergeant-major  was
knocked over by a shell right over me, and
at the same time we lost three.other ser-
geants in less than five minutes.

We were forced to retire from four suc-
| cessive trenches in four days. That is
undoubtedly the worst we shall see. at least
I hope so. We eould-hot get near their |
guns, Weall had many narrow escapes.

I fancy there were a lot of our men who |
were unable to keep up in the march, and |
were taken prisoners, but that I can’t say.
We lost practically all our provisions and
kits, in fact everything except what we had
on, I have not-had a Wash for a week or
1 taken off m¥ boots for a fortnight.

Our mails were blown up by shells.
Shells were falling around us from Sunday
last. = Two men, one from Knebworth
named Clements, were lying flat downwards
when we heard a Black Maria coming. The
men were afterwards dug out standing up-
right, uninjured exeept shaken,

* #* * # & i
SR SRR & i

PIRTON.

TWO FAMILIES IN BERFAVEMENT.—On
Sunday, the Vicar before commencing his sermon
referred in sympathetic terms to the two cases of
sudden bereayement which had just taken place
in connection with the parish. One was the sudd

whoss family had been residing at West Mill for
some time; and the other was the wunexpeoted
fatal illness, lasting only two days, of Mre.

death av the Front, of Sergt. Frank Oannon, |

jBaines. At the end of the evening service, om
Sunday, ‘‘The Dead” March’=was played by the
organist, Mr. H. J. Stapleton, while the choir and
congregation remamed standing as a mark of sym-.
pathy. The Church Council passed a unanimous
resolution of condolemce, at their meeting on Feb. |
23rd, which was forwarded to the family ﬁ

following morning.

|
{




Soldiers’ Letters to Pirton.

Pirton paople‘/a.re always interestod in the doings
of their gallant sons at the Front. Mr. T. Frank-
lin has received several more letters of thanks for
the gifts sent by Pirton people, which are much
appreciated.

Pte. J. Titmuss, “‘D” Co. 2nd Beds., writing on
December 22nd, says he is getting on well, and
hopes all the Pirton boys at the Front are like-
wise. He adds:—‘‘I have not seen any of them
(| since I have been out here. I have been in the
|| trenches a good many times.”  Describing the
rough weather and the mud and slush in the
trenches, he adds quite chirpily: ‘“But we keep
on sailing on. As we marched from the trenches
the other day we could see the houses that had
been 'blown to'pieces by shell fire. Never seen
such sights in my life. The big guns rattle out
like thunder. I dom’t think it will last much
longer. We ‘4re about 300 yards from the Germanm
trenches. We get plenty of food out here.” He
concludes with a happy New Year to all at Pirton.

Pte. S. Smith, Ist Herts., ‘“G” Co. after return-
ing thanks for tHe blankets, writes:—We live in
hopes of being home in England soon after Christ-
mas, as we all think the war will be over very
soon. Bt there is one thing I should like, and
that, i M one shot at the Kaiser,” and with that
he concludes with the compliments of the season.

Sergt. A. P. Langford (Hitchin), *“G” Co. 1Ist
Herts., sends the cheerful message to Pirton: ‘“You
will be pleased to know that ths Pirton boys are all
well and doing their bit well. Their experiences
will be very interesting to all when they get home.
Things are very quiet here—a little village in the
north of France—but we expect to move shortly.
We have been packed up for the last three days,
but nothing has happened up to the present (date
of the letter is December 16). MHe concludés with
seasonable wishes for his friends.

&)

Letter from Pirton Territorial

\‘ Wiiting to a friend; Pte. H. Smith, of the G
Co. Herts. Territorials, of Pirton, asks to be re-
membered to friends, as he cannot write to them
\all.  Alluding to a friend from Pirton, also at the
Front, he jokingly says that that friend is anxious
that his swectheart ‘‘shovld keep the rice handy
for the wedding, as we shall soon he home to get,
married, when we will have a jolly good time—so
cheer up, for we are mobt dead yet.”

dz},ted from France.

The letter was reccived on Friday nwmiug\hjf,
5 i

Pirton Soldiers’ Letters.

Pte. A. Walker, ““G” Company lst Herts., writ-
ing under date January 4th, says they are all alive
and kicking and in the best of health. ‘“We can
all think ourselves lucky,” he adds, ¢“to be in good
hiealth after being in so much mud and water for
eight, days.” 3 ;

Speaking of Christmas, he says quite cheerily,
“We were happy all the time, and had a good
sing'song to keep the Germans in good spirits, for
they could easily hear us, as their trenches were
only ftwenty yards away 'in one place. But .the
Germans were careful not to show their heads for
us to geti a shot 2t them.”

The writer, on Lehalf of the Pirton boys, returns
thanks, {hrough Mr. Franklin, for the presents
sent out. |

Pte. 8. G. Roberts, “G” Company 1st Herts., m |
his letter describes the twenty4rile march which |-

he and the other 1st Herts. had to get to.rthe |
{|trenches. The first night they were hilleted in a

town, and the following day, after another short
march, they slept in a barn. On Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day we were trench digging, and
on Boxing Day we went in the trenches and stayed
there till Jannary 2. On New Year's Eve we could
hear the Germans singing, as we were only about
200 yards from their trenches. Thank God we have
got through it once again.  You will be pleased to
know that all the Pirton chaps are quite well, and
that we have got some more lead left for the Ger-
mans.” .

te. S, Smith, “‘G” Co. 1lst Herts., writing on
Jam. 14 to Mr. Frahklin, says' they were all safe
and sound. He describes the muddy condition of
the trenches in which they had to stand for twelve
hours, but quite pluckily makes light of the ex-

| perience, as they had ‘gocd fires to go to after-|i

wards, at which they dried their clothing. ¢ When
we were in the trenches,” he adds, ‘‘we started |’
singing, and the' Germans heard us, and they had
the cheek to get on the top of itheir trenches and

waved thedr ‘hats to us, but we soon made them |°
get lower by putting a few bullets into them. They |1

were only two hundred yards frem us, We are
expecting toigo im the trenches very soom, but im

a different place. We enjoyed ourselves on Christ- |

mas Day as Yvell as we ‘could expeet, but live in
hopes .of having a befiter one next ‘time. . Thei

Herts. have been lucky up to the present, and hope )/g

to remain lucky enough to get home safe. /We are”
still merry, and we all keep in good heart.” 4 °

1st HERTS. AGAIN IN ACTION.—Colour-Sergt.- |

Major 'Langford, “G” Company, 1st. Hems, has
written home to Hitehin, stating that during the
past fortnight they have been in the trenches, and
experienced a pretty hot time., Fifteen 'of” the
Herts. were wounded, but he had heard of mno
serious ocase.  Last Saturday (March 13th) they

were going back into the trench in 1 b
eight hours. ches again for forty

|




| BRIGADINR GENERAL dROF'r RECALLS
e ‘ & SEVERE FIGHTING.

o RS

_ The gpllowxng is a capy of the farewell orders by
Bmga.&iar(}eueml Oroft, O.M.G., on relinguishing
)ﬁxe command of the lst Herts. R@ument.
| “In being appointed to the command of an In-
|fantry Brigade it is my regrettable duty wo bid
?famewell{,omycmnmdesafhhelsbBa:bt«ahmaf
| { the Hertfordshire Regiment, which I have had the
-ihmmut to ccmma.nd “for 12 manths of active ser-

i WhenilﬂmumedoommandofhbeBwtbahonlt
i} was in my opinion the best Territorial Battalion
lin the Army.
| ‘I asked you then to aim at a very high sba.n
{dard, and such was (the loyal response that I be-
lLieve that, Ileavemtonouf:theﬁmmtﬁgh‘hmgtegl
ments in the whole forces of the British Empire.

corps and soldmwly bearing, your smartness on

Tess, your, devotion to dutty, and your gallantry in

| action havewonforyoua.gmeatmlmemthe his~

tory of bhedaysufmwcounhry'smeai
“From the time when you wers plunged

,Ypres to your first open
‘ported the 3rd Coldstream and lst Irish Guards at
thoecaprumeofthemwkshmoksywwm‘eputto a
{test as young troops, which proved your mettle,
|Since ‘then you attacked with gallantry, and won

3 &‘nguom»emg\h'hmgamsbﬁhewolemshen‘l
ﬁm the next day, and for some 12 months have
J .'onequh«emwhrhrqugmrtsofthewhole
¢d front, and experienced very numerous in-
_ bombardments, including the owa.sloﬁ when
Measusbed the K.R.R. to repel the a.’hbwkonﬂhe

o

biem o the loft of tho buttle of Loos. | |
‘It may be said that you have never faﬂeﬁ, and
ough many a sacred spot is enriched by your
dead thers has mever been any sign of your
hmakmg, and you have gone on fmm |
to stremgth. -

shaﬂ always look bwak with  intense piide

gxa@’hxde on the daysiof our comradeship, and |
myihmﬂmvedmyspmemantomm

(Signed) Hrxry PAGE CroFr,

““Your freedom from crime, your pride in your |
parade and off, the gencral tone of healthy manli-|

into]
the concluding stages of the first great defence of |
. fighting when you sup- ||

‘at Festubert, holding yourne:w]me which |

Quarries, and the trying experiences of co-opera- ||

EES

e Mmoo e A e

“Brigadier-General., (i Q

North Herts and thfé War.

Earl Cavan praises 1st Herts,

GUARDS PROUD OF THEM. ‘ '

The popular master of the Herts. Hounds, Barl
Lavan, has written to Mr. J. Flack, Hngh-street
Sbeveraﬂ'e, Herts  Yeomanry, the following letter.
| The day his lordship wrote the letter (Jan. 10) the
| Herts. Regiment were about to take up their posi-
tion in the front firing-line :—

Headquarters of the 4th Guards Brigade, Bmitish
Expeditionary Foree, France, Sunday, Jan. iO —We
are flooded here, and ‘the men in the advanced
trenches haye a very bad time. We relieve them
at dark and before daylight, and send them back
into billets, where we have drying rooms all ready,
and lots of straw. There they strip, get 'a hos
drink, and dry their clothes. Tt is a rare job keep-
ing the rifles working at all. I write in the midst
of a big bombardment of the enemy’s trenches in
order to help the division on our right. We gained |
about 150 yards to-day—a big thing in this war |
and on this ground. “Please. tell everybody you

see ‘that the Herts. Territorials are doing wvery |
well. I am proud to have them in my brigade.
They are just going up to the fromt line as I write.

lLord Hampden is a first-rate C.0.—With all good

wishes, yours, truly, CavaN.

1 i |

| PIRTON’S FIRST RECRUIT.
PTE. J. FRENCH KILLED IN ACTION

{ We are sorry to record the death in
action of Pte. Joseph French, Beds. Regi-
ment, only son of Mr, and Mrs. Wm.
Freneh ‘Little Gneen, Pirton. The Wax
Office untlmatmn, received early this week,
stated that he was killed on Sept. 4. Pte.
French, who was 27 years of age, Wbrked
for Mr. Franklin, farmer, before enlisting.
He was, as a matter of fact, the first o]
answer the country’s call as a recruit, €n-
listing on Sept. 1, 1914. He went to
France in May last year. A short time
ago his name appeared among  the
wounded, and as the family received no
intimation from the War Office, Mlss
French, his sister, wrote, receiving
reply that the wound was only slight, &nd
he had returned to duty. He regruhrly
wrote home, his letters being always in a
cheerful and plucky vein. The last time
he wrote was a field card received on Aug.
26. He was home on leave last April, and
he was then in good spirits, and keen on
his soldier ld'ut.xes 3 yi
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\ | LILLEY.

GRAVE NEWS OF PTE, HERBERT OLARK,
2nd BEDFORDS.—News has been received in let-

the safety of Pte. Herbert Clark, 2nd Bedfords,
whose wife and ten children live in a cottage oppo-
site Lilley Church. Ealy this week Mrs. Clark had
received no official information that he was killed
or wounded, but owing to the private information
received Miss Cundal, ‘of Lilley, wrote on her be-
half to the War Office, and a reply was Teceived
that the War Office had mo information then. This
in jivself would cause mno anxiety, as Tecent opera-
tions in Flanders have 'eaused the various bat-
talions ‘and their officers to be very busy on ac-

B S S SRR

count | of ' thel advance 'made. Miss Toyer,
{however,  kindly ' interested  herself in the
[[matter, 'and sentv a letter, with ' a = prepaid

ireply cablegram to the Commanding Officer of the
i2nd Bedfords at the Front. This letter was dis
patched on Saturday, and Mrs. Clark  atthe time
of writing was awaiting a teply. The edrious thing
abolt the matter, and ome which affords hope,. is
what on Wednesday, October 6, Mrs. Clark received
a field eard from her husband saying he was quite
well. | The card was dated Sept. 30, but it was not
posted in France till October 2, so that the ques-
tiion is' what' ocourred $o him after Sept. 30. = A
letter from an Offley soldier, received on October i
states that he was killed, and a Pirton soldier in

Tricky (Clark, T am ivery sorry to say, has gome
under.” This letter was dated froin the Front on

Again, another Pirton ‘soldier, who is in the 2nd

intelligence. Ome| of ithese adds, ““Tricky Clark
was one of my best chums.” Pte. Clark worked at
White Hill Farm for Mr. Allingham.' He served
through' the Boer war without a scratch, and fin-
ished his time with the Regulars. He re-enlisted
in October last year, and wont to the Front the
following month, Whils he has been at the Front
he reqularly wrote to his wife twice weekly, but his
letters have been looked for in vain for the past
fortnight or so. He was an experienced soldier,
and in action had always a thought for others.
He has related incidents where he has gome to the
reseue of wounded soldiers, helping to carry two
| men' through a.river on one occasion, while up to
his arm-pits in water.  On another occasion, in
recent, fighting, after the British had flattened out
Germam trenches, he and his comrades were going
over | the dead-strewn German trenches when gz
wounded 'German appealed for help.' Pte. Clark
was the good Samaritan, and dragged him to the
British trenches, where he was attended to, convey-
ing thanks in his looks for the kind action. Up to
yesterday (Wednesday) afternoon no reply ' had
been received from the Commanding Officer to the
letiter sent by Miss Toyer, asking for information

ters from the Front that inidicate grave fears for |

the 1st Herts. also wrote home saying,  ‘“Poor|:

Oct.) 6, and was received in Pirton on the 8th. |

Bedfords, has also written corroborating the ‘sad |-

about Pte. Clark. Hislage is 39.
i

ok S PIRTON.
LDIER SONS.—There

Sons in khaki of the late Mr. and M:sr.e meg 01(13:
tho Grea Green—Pto. Froderick . Walker 11th
Hussars; Sidnoy,  Artillery ; Herbert, 1st Herts, .
28 Axthur 1ot Horts. , The Jast, to join is Sidngy
whose wife and three children, at present at Kneb.
|| worth, areigoing to remove to: Pirton.. He was

a cowman on Lord Lytton’s estate, Besides these
sons there are two daughters, both married—Mrs
C. Baines, and- Mrs. Joseph Davies, Great Green,
Pirton is showing up well in the patriotic families
of the country.

NEWS FROM THE FRONT.—Letters have been
recelved from Pte. Arthur Walker, 1st Herts., and
Pto. Buckett, 2nd Bedfords, both of rwhom mom.
tion that a friend at Lilley had been killed. Pte.
Walker states in a lotter received last week, that
they had been through two great battles, which he
described as nothing less than hell. He adds that
t}:tﬁy had been in the firing-line for thirty-six days,
with only one day out. The Pirton boys, he states,
came through all right.
PIRTON SOLDIER WITH

FRACTURED JAW.

|| —Pte. | Josse Titmuss, of the 2nd Bédfords, - only

ina:letter she re-

that he had arrived at South-|
ampton. Since then a Red Cross posteard hlas been
received, saying he was av the Clearing Hospital
at Bastleigh, Hants., but he was: expected 1o be’
moved again. He is suffering from gmnshot wounds

inv. the face, which fractured his jaw, and he re-
ceived the wound apparently about three weeks

['ago.

HONOUR FOR THE DEAD.—A memorial ser-
vice was held at St. Mary’s Church on Sunday
evening, Nov. 7th, for those who have fallen dur- \
ing the war. The following are the names of the
Henlow men that were read out by the Vicar:— [/
Pte. Edwin John Bywaters, Naval Stoker William |
Thos. Page, Pte. ‘Archer Sidney Fisher, Pte. Wm.
Flack Brandram; Pte. Edward Vine, R.N.V.R., Pre.
Wilfred Field, Pte. Wilfred Vine, Lce-‘Corpl
Horace Johm Taylor, Pte. John Turner, Pte. Wil- ‘1
\fred Jesse Vine, R.N.V.R.

e




| family received the intimation from th

etter from the Front the previous Monda;

| Frank Burton, enlisted: last ‘April and wen
 to the Front-last October. A

|| PRIVATE. FRANK HANDSCOMBE!
| RILLED IN ACTION.—The following.
jﬂ‘ettér‘fg{hﬁ Sergt. W. H. Austin, received

| conveyed the sad news that his son, Pte.
| Frank Handscombe, Beds. Regiment, had
| been killed on July 11th :—“I very deeply
i regret to have to inform you of the sad

| suffer any pain, as death was instan-

| thought it my duty to write to you. He

s

| pemain, yours sinecerely, W. H. Austin,
| Sergt.”’ ‘
| who was 22 years of age and a promising
{young man, went over to France about |
'tiwo months ago. His was a fine, sensi- |:
tive nature, and his influence with the |:
hildren in the Wesleyan Sunday School, | :
ere he was teacher and secreta.ryb' w%s I
g

g

| who have two other sons in khaki—one,
| Pte. Joseph Handscombe, = arriving in

ey o owsur

HEAD WOUNDS IN THE WAR

whose home is at Andrew’s Cottages, Bif
‘ton, has recently been severely i ag
in the head while in action in France. Hi

War Office last Satunday, but unoffici
news had been received in a comrad

Pre. Jarvis, who formerly worked for Mr

LU

by Mr. (Geo. Handscombe, on Tuesday,

death of your son Frank, who was killed
on the morning of July 11th. He did not

neous. I was his platoon sergeant, and

was a good soldier and always did his
| duty, and T was sorry to lose him,'as he
was liked by all. I might mention that
myself and two of my men buried him,
and we put a cross over his grave with his
name upon it. Must now close, offering
‘n my very deepest sympathy. I beg to

. Private Frank Handscombe,

reat.  He . frequently mentioned
unday sechool and the work in his e

e
ters

| from the Front. Much sympathy is ex-|

pressed in the village for the parents;|

France on July 11th.

| the officer i/c Records Bedfor

delay in th‘g Tecoipt ?f. the Star.

Mons Star.—Yes, as the soldier served
in France prior to November 23, 1914, he
would, had he survived, have beenw «n-
(titled to the 1814 (" Mons”) Star;
| next-of kin will now receive it. The is. ue
of the Star will, however, not take plico
for some time vet; when it Zdes begi
| the next-of-kin should com'.m:i)su:ate »

> e ] hire K. gi-
i ment, Warley, Essex, in the'event o

l

[
|
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STRETCHER.
BEARER

MEDALLYST .

Private ' Charles
Furr, | Beds.  Regi-
\‘ment,’v:%’hdse wite and {
three children live af |
_ Holwell-cottages, Pir-

ton, has been award-

ied. the MY L it alnly
Medal for courageous
stretcher - bearing {

work under shell fire.
He is the first Pir- |
ton soldier to receive |
this distinction. = |

DUGIIVD  LILBUL LI AL1Ty

PTE. SIDNEY COX AWARDED
MEDAL.—Pte. Sidney Cox, Beds. Regi-
ment, a mative of: Hitchin, but who has
for 'some years lived with his grandmother
at 47, Greenilane, Letchworth, has been
awarded the Military Medal for a con-
spicuous act of bravery and life-saving.
Pte. Cox enlisted in August, 1914, and
was soon in the thick of the fighting, go-
ing out to the Front one year and eight |
months ago. He is 22 years of age. The |
deed which has woi Him fame was the
digging out, unaided, of seventeen:men |
buried in a mine explosion, and through
his heroism fourteen were saved alive. He
himself was wounded, and has for some

|his home on leave. Letchworth is/ proud

time been in hospital, latterly at Felix-
stowe, from whence he hopes soon to visit,

lof this hero.

1 IN HOSPITAL.—Sydney Cox, of 47,
| Green-lane, who enlisted in the Beds.
)Regt., in August, 1914, has been wounded
and is now in hospital at Felixstowe. Cox,
lwho had been at the Front over a year
|and a half, was recently connected with a
mine explosion, which buried a pumber
of his comrades, who he helped to
extricate. Cox is twenty-two years of age
and has been awarded a medal.
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. Burial of Pte. Joseph Walker.

BODY RECOVERED FROM THE SEA.

\1 Readers will recall the sad death of Pte. Joseph
(Walker, of the Bedfordshire Regt., som of Mr. and

JMm. S, ‘Walker, Chapel Place, Offiey. He was

[returning to England in the hospital ship “Anglia,”

labout November last, and perished with many

| sther brave lads when that ship was torpedoel
in such a brutal fashion.

On Jan. 11th last, about two months after the
| ship was sunk, his body was washed ashore it
| Holland, and he was identined by the dise round
{his neck. L
‘-’.’ Captain H. M. Gosling, of Wellbury, took a: |
| interest in the sad event, and communicated with
‘the deceased’s family.

The deceased was given an impressive funeral,
and in the magazine, ‘‘Land and Water,” of Jan.
27th, there appeared a picture of the burial scene,
from a drawing by the distinguished war artist,

Louis Raemaeker.

At the time, the following report of the funeral
appeared in the Amsterdam ‘ Telegraaf” :—

“The burial will take place at once; the clergy-
man is only, waiting for the Vice-Consul who has
just arrived by train from Flushing.” So spoke
to me the policeman at West Capelle.

1 walked past West Capelle’s big light house—
past the church tower of which the church itself
had disappeared, and I stood before the chapel
in fhe churchyard. Through the open door F saw
on a bier the white wooden coffin in which rested
‘the body of Pte. Joseph Walker, an English soldier
of the Bedfordshire Regiment, regimental number,
16,002, _
¥ On Sept. 9, 1914, Joseph Walker enlisted for
f the duration of the war; on Jan. 11, 1916, the sea
| | bore his dead body to the dyke at West Capelle.
Usually a body washed ashore in this neighbour-
hood is buried at the foot of the dunes, without
coffin, without ceremony. But mot this time. This
afternoon at 1 p.m., while the north-west wind
whistled over Walcheren, the English soldier was
buried in the churchyard of West Capelle. Behind
the walls of the tower where we sought protection
from the gale the Burial Service was read.

First the Viee-Gonsul in the name of England

had sacrificed his young life. Four men of West
Capelle cirried the coffin outside and placed it atb
the foot of the tower, that old grey giant, which
has witnessed so much world’s woe, here opposite
the sea. The Reverend Mr. Fraser, the Inglish

-

clergyman at Kortryk, himself an exile, said we
were gathered to pay the last homage to & Briton
who had died for his coumtry.
but touchine ceremonv.

It was a simple,

tia;emto tl}::; is born of a woman hath but 2 short
g o _He ocameth forth I

g?wer.a?hl s cut down.” Thus spoke the v})]i: 2
t‘h ¢ minister and the wind carried his words o
he wind played with the flag of England, the oo

covered a fallen warrior. D
5 o eeply wer
:Yhen the elergcyman in his prayer ;f;lit;ved
‘message of comfort to his home.” it
Who, 'ﬁell me, oh sileny field
Who lies buried here? Hero?

Yes, who is Walker; No. 16002, Pte. .

‘Bedfordshire Regiment? Who, in 15355?@1?3&3,;2
thinks ' of him with hope even mow whenu‘a :
sbra,ugeq:s ’cg them, stand near to. him in tfieagle?j
Where is his home? ‘We know it not, but in ous
mmost. hearts we pray for a “messace of comf o
and consolation” for his people. g o

And in the roaring storm we went our w:

There was he carried, the soldier come to Test, aany;
the flag fluttered in the wind and Wn'apped ’it ny
gvo'und that son of England. Then the coffin sa,sik"
M 't.'he ground and the hearts of us, the depat:t- N
ing witnesses, were sore. Earth fell on it, and the ';

o

spread the British Flag over him who for England |-

prefzcher said:  ‘‘Barth to earth, dust to dust.”

\

that flies all over the seas. i 2 flag
;,1}11 the Balkans, in ngét:nib&?m’s y};ln-}i;?nce,
reatencd frecdom—the flag whose folds  heen |
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Thanks for Pirton Gifts.

The splendid gifts of Candigan jackets sent by
Pirton people, through Mr. T. Franklin on beh'alf
of the special constables, to the Pirton boys serving
With the colours, are greatly appreciated.

Writing from Oakley Park, Eye, Suffolk, head-
quarters, D Squadron, J. Stapleton, says his regi-
ment are going abroad any time now, fifty gaing
this week to join the Leicesters, who are in action
now, and ‘‘our men are filling up the gaps.” The
writer waits on officers, and is kept busy at his
duty, which he enjoys.

Pte. Parsell, writing from Hertford, is pleased
the Pirton soldiers are not forgotten. “I am very
happy and comfortuble and getting on’ well,” he
writes, wishing all a happy Christmas.

FROM THE TRENCHES.

Pte. 8. G. Roberts, Ist Herts., G! Company, is on
active service. He writes ‘T am gotting on all
right, out here. It’s awfully cold heve, with snow
and frost. Being in Yhe trenches it seems as cold
again.  We are having a rest now for a few s%ys,
and wo want it. We are all ‘tied and wartt deep.
What with the rattle of the big guns and having
to keep awake it soon beging to play on us. I
am pleased to say I have not got hit up to the

‘| Bresent. | It seems as if everyone must get, hit, with
\thie shells bursting over our heads the whole time.

Only one or two have been hit in G Company, but
some of the other Companies have lost several men,
I think we have lost about a hundred, what with
killed, sick, etc. We have seen fome sights since
we have been out here, what with towns and vil-

lages that have been destroyed ‘and people being

turned out of their houses.

We ghall all be glad
when it is over.” '

il | PIRTON.

News or Locat  Sorpigrs. — Three
brothers during the past week have heen
home on leave together—Corporal C 4nd
Corporal F, Wilshire and Private Arthur
Wilshire. The first-named, of the
Middlesex. was on hospital leave from
wounds, while Frederick, unfortunately,
is home minus one 1 g, and is awaiting
discharge.  Tha othér brother, Arthur,
with « the Bedfords. has also been
wounded. A fourth brother, Bert, is at
the Front. Three thus wore the wounded
stripes.—Corporal Chas. Walker (acting
sergeant) R.E’. has got his discharge
from the Army owing fo rheumatic fever.
He wears the silver badge for services
| rendered.  He has been in France six
months.  His brother, Pioneer William
! Walker, R.E’s., has been on' sick leave—
| the first after 17 months in France. An-
other brother, . Sergeant Geo. Walker,
R.G.A., has rejoined his regiment after
being at a base hospital wounded in the
leg.—Phillip Walker, of the Canadians,
son of Mr. A. Walker, has also heen home
on leave, as alzo have heen Mrs. Dawson’s
son from Codicote hospital (after being
wounded a third time), and Private
Charlie Titmuss, who is making oopd
| progress from wounds. SRy

|| age pension since the Act came into force.
. The funeral is to take place on Thurs j

~ DEATH OF PIRTON'S OLDEST
. INHABITANT. :

The death occurred on Sunday, Sfe.pt.
24th, of Mrs. Sarah Goldsmith, of Little
Green, Pirton, after a short illness. The
deceased lady was a vemarkable char-

was a familiar figure in the village, and

Chapel until a few months ago.

Born on January 12th, 1823, Mrs. Gold-
smith was married young. She retained,
by her wonderful memory, stories of the
momentous happenings in her youth, and
would often recall the hardships of the
“forties.” She was left a widow 21 years
ago. 'Although she was the mother of
fourteen children, only . four—two sons

great-grandchildren, and two great-great-

grandchildren. \

Mrs. Goldsmith was a member of a
family noted for longevity.  Her father—
James Handscombe—died" in 1869 at a
ripe age. At his death the late Rev. R.
L. Loughborough, first sole vicar of
| Pirton, penned the following verses to his
| memory :— 4 A

He‘s gone! a poor, but honest man,
Worn out with age and toil; ]

With work and weariness he strove,
But death he could not foil.

The ceaseless worker with his scythe,
Hath been and cut him down! . =

He’s gone ! and left his cross behind,
Yes. Gone to wear a crown. 0

He ‘spent a life of useful toil,
And such a life is good; i)

Unlike the hero of the sword,
Who wades to fame through blood.

I knew him twenty years, and more,
But never heard ‘or known

That he had done a deed of shame
That he need blush to own.

But he with care and toil is done, |
For he hath runl his span;
And we can write upon his grave
““Here lies an honest man >

Her mother, Mary Handscombe, reached
the age of 90 years, and she is still sur-:
vived by three sisters and a brother, all
of whom have been in receipt of ‘the old

| day, 2th inst., at Pirton Churchyard.

acter, for notwithstanding her great age— _
she was 93 years old last January—she ('

was a regular worshipper at the Baptist]|

and two daughters—survive her.  Shef
leaves forty-one grandchildren, sixty-one |
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Pte. dJ. F. Parcell Killed.

’ BACK WITH REGIMENT A FEW
) HOURS.

TWO 'OTHER PIRTON MEN
WOUNDED BY SAME SHELL.

A TRIO OF HERTS, TERRIERS.

When the Herts. Regiment went to the |
Front in November, 1914, there were nine
Pirton lads in the Hitchin Co:

Seven of these went to the Front with
the first draft. Most of them have re-
ceived the noble scars of battle, the last
two to be wounded being Ptes. George
Roberts and Arthur Walker.

But the first Pirton lad in the Herts.
Regiment to make the great sacrifice of
giving his life for his country is Private
John Frederick Parcell, Herts. Regiment, |
only son of Mr. and Mrs. John Parcell,
of Great Green, Pirton. . The brave lad
was only 18} years of age, so that it will
be realised at once that the sacrifice in
this case is of the most poignant. The
greatest sorrow has been expressed for his
parents, whose recollections of a kind-
hearted son, full of patriotic pride for his
country, will be associated, we hope, with'
a3 realisation that the villagers’ esteem and
feel proud of the noble sacrifice he has
early made for his country.

The news of the sad loss was conveyed
in a letter from a chum, in the same com-
pany as deceased, that was received last
Saturday, stating that the shell explosion |
that killed Pte. Parcell = woundel two'
other Pirton men in the same Company,
namely, Pte. Geo. Roberts and Pte.
Arthur Walker, who were among the first
seven Pirton Terriers to go out.

'THE LATE PTE. J. F. PARCELL,
|\ Hertfordshire Regt., of Pirton,’

Pte. Parcell, however, was not among] -
this first seven. He joined the Herts.
Territorials in February, 1914, before he
was sixteen years of age. He wasin camp |
just, before the outhreak of war. Owing |
to His youth he did not go to France till
| Julyy 1915, He was & good son, with|
earpestness (i manner and well-mganing i
Thotives. | B¢V did His work thor¢ughly,
and his painstaking ways won. the admira-
tion of those who knew him well. He
formerly worked at «Messrs. Timothy
White’s chemist’s shop at Hitchin, where
his services were highly appreciated.

Last Sunday the Vicar made a touching
reference to his death from the pulpit,
and it is probable that some day next
week a memorial service will be held at|-
the Parish Church, g

The letter conveying the sad news was
written by Pte. E. Goldsmith, of Pirton,
| at the request of Corpl. H. Smith, also of
Pirton, both of whom areiin the Herts.
| Regiment. o | ]
| The letter, dated Sept. 11, proceeds : —
| “Dear Mrs. Parcell—I now commence
'the most regrettable duty I have had since |,
my stay in France—to inform you that
John was killed by a shell up here yester-
| day afternoon (Sunday). It may be small
consolation to you to know that his death
was practically instantaneous. 1 was
only about twenty yards from him at the
time when the shell burst. T can assure
vou he suffered no pain. He had been|,
back with the Regiment only a few hours
when it happened. ' (Deceased had just
left hospital where he had been suffering
from illness). He was very cheerful, hay-
ing seen: Fred Baines and Arthur Odell, |-
in the Royal Sussex, and Geo. Thompson,
in the A.S/C. Arthur Walker and Geo.
Roberts (two who were wounded by the
same shell) are no doubt well on the way
to Blighty. =~ Arthur. I am afraid, was
rather more gerious than George., We
have just been out of the trenches to the
burial of the dead. It was most touching
to ns. being such clese comrades. I can
only say that his loss will be felt very|
keenly net only in our section, but in the
platoon.” i

The writer mentions that only two of
the first lot from Pirton are now left un-
wommded.  He adds: “We sympathise
with you in your great bereavement. I
am writing this for Harry, as he is still
affected by the shock.”

The writer adds that with any luck at

all he may be home on leave within a
month or so when, if spared, he would
bring for Mrs. Parcell one or two little
articles that were in her son’s kit.

Pte. Parcell was home on leave last
February.

§




. Pie. A Walker, Herts. Regiment.
ﬁhl:::ms‘& wourided by the same shell. is the
youngest of four sons of the late Mr. and |
Mrs. Geo. Walker, all of whom are ip the,
Army. He i _married, and his wife lives
near the Baptist Chapel, Great Green.
g, Dte- Coldsmith, in his letter, describes

/the wounds ' as being in th arm and
a3 ; !

Another letter has also been received

from the Rev. E. J. Welsher, chaplain

of the hospital in France, who writes:—
“Sept. .11.—_Dear Mrs. alker.—Your
husband was bronght in wounded vester-
‘day, and he thinks You might worry until

you hear, so he has asked me to write and
0 relieve your mind, He asks me to sav
there is no need to worry, that he is doing
quite well, and hopes soon to be on the
way to the base of England. Of course
he is feeling bad, but as AT as we can see
there js nothi; ,;éqriow,,‘sq_we trust that
all will be well, T will lat you know as
soon as T know how he i progressing, and

hope at he will soon be well enough to
ravel, and 'that you will have the plea-
ire and joy of seeing him, fgghi)lon_gp

> et home. | He sends his hest love ¢
you all, and I pray. that the I
| Father may be with you,
‘helping you.” '
_Of the four bnothers,l two are still in
‘England, one at Tring and the other at
Aldershot. The brother Fred, in the 11th
| Hussars, is. at the Front, but the last
heard of him was some months ago, when
‘he was in hospital suffering from a seri.
ous accident through his horse, iy
Pte. A. Walker went to the Front in
Novem’be.r, 1914. : flld ot i
; PTE. GEO. ROBERTS.
The other wounded Terrier, Pte, Geo.
i ital,

f=:3

 Roberts, is in King George’s Hos;
Sta.qurd—street, London, E.C.

€ 1s the only son of Mr. and Mi's.‘

Chas. Roberts, Little Green, Pirton,
' _ In the letter Pte, Goldsmith says Pte.
toberts was slightly wounded near the
ef:s‘:)y & bit of shell, which dropped very

On Monday morning Mrg Roberts heard
that her boy was in hospital at London,

This is the second time Pte. Roberts has
been wounded, the previous time being in
May, 1915, when his injuries were to his
l head and leg. :

b

-t

TORIE K A uGO

HERTS0! DSHTRLS —Walker, 2364 A. inton),

|

|

i

and has been in hospital

WOUNDS.

In another column We refer to three

lrton'Ten-iers, one of whom was killed
and the other two wounded, by a she]l
explosion while in action,

Since 'th, account was written another
of the trio, we are sorry“to learn, has
Passed  away_ Pt A. Walker, .
/Rreglment, whose wife lives near the Bap-
tist Chapel, Great Green.

. 'Ve were informed Yesterday that he
I died on Sept. 18, from gun-shot wounds in
| the shoulder, head ang wist, L

According to the letter from the Chap-

ain, published elsewhere, he was wounded
|on Sept. 19, :

—

;, FINISHED HIS TIME, _pie, Herbert Walker,
of the Ist Herts., has returred to Pirton, having
| completed. his savic o 12} years with the Col.
jouwrs.  From the Milikia be joined ‘the Herts. at
the outbreak of war, and has had a long spell at

‘ section,
and on mors than cwe occasion has been in supreme

the Front, I He' o with the tra

PTE. A WALKER "Brik FROM

danger throurh bursting shells, but he was always

fortunate in escaping
horses he has had charge of hava been killed.

arother oocasion he fell into a hidden ditch, with

sericus wounds, though the

On

the horses om top of him, but again he escaped

injury. He han suffered, however, from bad feet, |
in Frrance several months.

He is a son of the late Mr. end Mns, G. Walker,
of the Great Groon. and has thrse other brothers

in the Army, two of whom are at the Front,

PIRTON.

A memorial service takes place  at
Pirton Church to-night (T-h»ursd:a,y) at 8
p-m. for parishioners who have fallen dur-
Ing the present war. These include Ptes,
John Parcell, Arthur Walker, Sergt.
Cannon (West Mill farm), Frank Hans-
combe, and A. Abbiss. ‘




MAY 2, 1918,
S T :

T T

I
PIRTON DISTRICT,

A Private Wro Wox tan D.C.M.
| Privare H. CravpERiATY KTireD 1N BaTrLE.
I SrALEED Six SNIPERS. ke

| . We share the deep regret of Pirton resi-
dents in the death in action, probably
|on or about April 23, of Private Henry
| George Chamberlain (39), Suffolk Regi-
( ment, who had won the proud distinction,
rarely awarded to privates, of the D.C.M.
The Weceagsed’s valour which earned
this coveted honour was a daring single-
handed enterprise about last February,
when Private Chamberlain, as the  Lon.
don Gazette announcéd, “entirely on
i5 own initiative went-in seareh of a
sniper, found three in a shell-hole, killed
them, and returned with Very lights and
a trench lamp. He afterwards accounted

for three more snipers, lying out for
hours in ‘ No Man’s Land ? stalking them.
He also entered a German pill-box and
killed twelve more Germans single-
handed.” : 3 &

This brave lad’s achievement is the
pride of Pirton’s war traditions, being
-the highest honour accorded a village
resident. He was brought up from a
baby by his aunt, Mrs. Gazeley, of
Andrew’s—cottages. He formerly worked
for Mr. James Walker, Little Green farm,
and joined up three years<ago last June.
baving been in France over two and a
half years. During one action he was
badly ruptured, and was rendered un-
conscions, returning to England early in
}912. He went back to France in Jiy
ast. :

Private Chamberlain was 39 years of
age.  The Chaplain of the Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station; where Private
Chamberlain died, writing on April 23;
says he was admitted with u severe wound
in the head, fracturing the skull. = He
was partly conscious, and died shortly
after being brought in. He buried him
in the cemetery near by with a number
of other brave comrades. “We  have’
heen having a dreadful time,” coneludes
the writer, with sympathetic expressiois.

|
|

We intend giving a photograph of th
brave soldier next week.

Trres Mex MIssiNG.

This week information has also: beent
received -that three Pirton soldiers are
missing—C. Titmuss,~ Bertram  Wilson,
and Charles Wilsherae. §

AXOTHER SOLDIER W QUNDED.

| 8¢ Holwell-cottages, has been wounded i

Xlt is also reported that Arthur Odel

|'tRe back.

GUNNER ALBERT ReyxoLps Kiriep.

Feelings of acute SOrrow are f :
Mrs. Albert  Reynolds, of \\'indtlilsgmigf
Surrey, in the "loss of her hushand’
Gunner . Albert Reynolds S, RGN
son6f ‘Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 'Revnolds“o.f
3," Wesléy-cottages, Pirton, who died’ on
Au%ust 9, from wounds received in action
in France the previous day. While lying
wounded in hospital in France he seemeq
to realise that his end was near, tor h(e
wrote to his wife that it would be her
loss and his gain.” The late Gunner

¥nolds was a kind and considerate sop
nd nothing was too much trouble for
I‘lm if it n%eant a }liindl_\- action to others,
bor several years he was a gamek ;
Shillington Manor for Mr. Pn\'(;{?ele‘u:(%‘
it was from the house staff there that he
found his wife who was cook at the Manor.,
Gunner Reynolds had also been keéeper on
an estate in Yorkshire, and he ore join-
ing-up was keeper and stock-kei 'ber on a

b

large estate at Windlesham. He enlisted
in the Army in 1916, and went to France
in January the following year. The fol.
lowing Juiyl be had an accident while
following his military duties in France,
and was entered in hospital at Leeds with
a fractured ankle. There he remained
till November, when he was sent to Ire-
land, breaking his journey for what
proved his last visit to Pirton. From
Ireland he went to Winchester and thence, |
in April last, to France, taking part in
the gallant actions to.stem the German
onslaught, which he safgly survived, only
to fall in the big British offensive in
August. The late Gunner Reynolds made
friends wherever he went.” While i
hospital at Leeds he became an adept ¢
making articles for disposal at local R
| Cross sales. and was quickly a favourite
with the locdl ladieg for his readiness and
cheertulness to help in any way he cotld.

The whole of :Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds’
{isix sulviving sons have served in the
Army, as.algeady stated in our columns.
Two have made the great sacrifice. The
last to join up, Jacob Reynolds, is on
home service.  He was formerly ostler at
the Sun hotel, Hitchin, and ~driver of
Hitchin Fire Brigade. He has a wife
and six children. 'One of the other mar-
ried soms, Will, is still serving, and has
Il & wife .and five children—not three as
previously stated. This gallant family
may well be proud of its record.

We hope to give a photograph of

Gunner Reynolds next week.



CELET

ed the death im action on December
or 3) of Private Walter Reynolds (23)
s, Regiment (attached =~ Glosters),
ngest son of Mr, and Mrs, Lewis Rey-
ds. 3, Wesley-cottages, Pirton. We
are able this week to give details as to
he rad event occurred. Aceording

i sympathetic letter from thes Rev. J.
Panton, Wesleyan ¢haplain, [Private Rey-
molds was killed through thé explosion of
‘aiidump of amimunition near which he and
hothers were resting on their way to tho
tront line. “ Death was instantaneous,”
cadds: the Chaplain, 1 read the burial
service over the spot where he and others |
were killed and their remains intérred.
chiplain 1 want to say how deeply hig

108z is regietted by all who knew him.
CHe attended my services eonstantly, and
we ‘have worshipped- togother in  many

| strange places. May our Heavenly Father
tr : : )

comtort you." | T g :
4 LGRS %-,Lmﬂtou. his
wommanding - officer,
i tending on tadatl
news, addd: “ These
inen are all so splen-
¢1d out heve and you
have every reason to
be’ prowi of them.
but it is hardest of
of all for you' at
home, as tha s men
ihemsslves say. You
“must try and keep
.a brave hear{ as he
would  wish and a
bright hope for th.
future. God  bless
and somfort! you.'' i
" Private  Reynolds
had a fine. upright
¢ . character, ' his. con-
itenicss and kindliness being a com-
foré to-those dear to him. He helped his
father  in the ssmall-holding work. He
joined the Hitehin Territorials before the
wak, and went to France May 24, 1018
He wis home on his last leava October 28,
" so'that his sacrifice in the neoble cause
‘came Wery soon affer  what proved his
farewell to friends at home. A circum-
stance dhat adde grief to the affair is that
| Mrs.. Reynolds, his mother; has besn—and
L still 3s=—an invalid for several years.
L Few families can show a better record
of . war ieervice.  There are four other
ons in. the Army—Private William,
Kiug’s. Shropshire Light Infantry, an
officer’s servant in France, with wife and
three childven living at  Edenhbridge
{(Bent); Driver Albert. R.G.A., been in
hospital with crushed, ankle through a
horse trampling on. him—he has just re-
turned to ireland, wife and one child at
Windlesham  (Surrey); Driver . Harry,
R.H.A., besn badly gassed in Franee ang
now Teturned to his regiment in York-
shire, married ; and Private George, Suf.
fo'k Regiment, who has not ‘been to the
Front, -but is helping his father at home,
We may add that Harry and Georgs are
twins: In addition. the married daughe
ter’s husband, Private Perey Dear, Herts,

; i j
» ATy IRST WEeK, | Toey

written to the Vicar of Pirton stating he is well,
He is stationed én an island off the coast of Treland
guarding the harbour meuth! After making a flew
inquiries about hid wife and family, he says “a
soldier must do his duty, and do it well.?  He
Haddls‘ that he is getting on’ well with his work as a
solic'l‘(e:r, having passed ‘a fest; in position ﬁndi'mg,
which means more pay for him. It is a cheerful
letter, and shows that when satisfied that family
matters ave all right the British soldier is made of
the right metal. A d

C o r poral Albert
. Titmuss (32), R.F.A.,
whose death in ac-
_tion took place on or
about Oct. 31. His
battery was getting
the guns in action
when a ghell ex-
ploded near the bat-
tery. They got Corpl.
Titmuss to a place
of safety, but he ex-
pired before he was
‘got to the dressing |
station,  Sergt. Gay
writes: = “We ' re-
spected him as a.
brave and fearless
man. He had not
been long with us in
~ the battery, but we
found him a true and honest comrade,
respected by all the N.C.O’s. and men in
hé battery.”” Corporal Titmuss enlisted
on August 16, 1915, and went to France
the following May. He only left Eng-
land on his last home leave on October T
He worked at the G.N. station at Fins.
bury Park. He was a son of the late Mr.
and Mrs. George Titmuss, Church-walk,
Pirton, and his wife lives - with her

| mother at Little Green, Pirton.

< Letter to Pirton.

Gunner G. Walker, Royal Ga.rnié;aln Art{illery, has

- PIRTON. |

Gunner Geo. Walker received a. warm *welcoms
by his friends on his short visit home from the !
north of Treland, where he is sicht ranging on one |
of the coast batteries. He looked well and fit. I
was fine to hear him desaribe the technical details |
of range finding, and also cheering to hear that his i
sdetion had come off Al in @ firing contest with the {

and glorious return home.

Reg'ment wounded in the pight wrist on
[ July 31 1917 is now at Csewhorough. )

Regulars there. We wish all Pirton boys a safei




Privas Apfhug WaLKER,

“(:ﬁo..t m]rrow is felt for Private Avthur

: . 2 “alker, AVerpool Regiment, yourgest

Seven Men Wounded. som of My and Mrs, James Walker, Little

) Gre® Farm, who has had a leg .am.

5 I = butated as a result of wounds in gFﬁ'nnw

PIRTOX DISTRICT, on March 22, when he received gun-shot,

e et wound.in leg an( thigh, . *Mays, Walker

i : : e - = s has wifitten for furthey information, He

| "The opening of the German offensive on is incthe 4tk Genera] Hospital, Francoe,

{ March 21 will be remembered for the aud the’nurse has waitten {o say he is

{ gallantry of -Pirten soldiers, no fewer 4 quite comfortable sinee the operation,
| than six of Avhom were wounded in the Private Wilkes has bepn in France eight |

Hun onslaught. months. He and anothpr hrother, ' Hey-

Privare Omarres Forr, MM,

bert Jamhes, who is in the . Beds,

Yeo-
nanry in

gvpt, both helped on the farm,
the work now béing undertaken by the

Private Charles Furr, M. 'IBMY\, !
‘Regiment, a stretcher-bearer, ig in Trou- ks na : ol :
ville Hospital, France; hullef woung left | o 1,1}‘ "‘ ”)“.' ""’-”“"”'”“'tﬂl" l.\hi’ \\l”‘\dl\l ]Hn.
shoulder, severe. His wife and three chil- f"‘}."t'\" 2t ”‘T}"“»If“"f‘ “\,"’ ""j"“]- I L
dren live at Holwell-cottages. He former. ) cirtisted 40 {he Beds, eomanry -but was

gl e ol Enadl o ak : transferred to the I,i\px-[luul‘ Regiment,
} i; \\](ult\"il(ﬁ;:h‘z "":):‘gn‘\l]t)](l)t t&]lg;:’i‘?‘_}il\j f\(}'r‘,l Wehope good news will he fortheominy
16 last jobthe was ¢ Ve SAS M, of the gallant soldier, :
[ Lance Wright's new house atHitchiu. | e l, Lk .l‘
1 He went to l“rum'}‘.in‘..]u}n-, 1915 =P wn\‘,[‘ Rivreviaxy Brppg Dawson,
| | wotinded about March 2. | Gun-shot, chest penetrated, serious-
\\ | : # - RIPLEMAN Jack Pirrcr. - ! }‘\‘.” 18 the ()ﬁlwl;l]‘i (I\‘\I‘P“'llillll-)ll (fl the
il o, Jack Plore; sscond” oo m{ Dattle Svoundg on  March 2 An . France,
: | oot ‘(,',“"!.’r"“;,.“ o Ty R s sustained by Rifleman Bertie  Dawson,
foid Las. ILOLES = LGRE L, B T o e - King’s Roval Rifles, third son of - My,
b i Hast Leigh Hospital, Hunts., writing Do and the Jate Mr B Davacs
i that he is™“slightly wounded.” He was Rais wn{;”\i = (~<>t}i'-1w\'m Tt (‘;1‘.(::]\
| R B going to  Hihm 2 o ages, P ;
& %Jml;::‘t‘x( :Iu“l\fntld\ H!;MIII‘iJm tnl X\\lm{l\( 0‘111 Rifleman Dawson was apprenticed with
Messrs. Innes’. Sons and King: Hitchim f\l.'"(] “”;' : 1‘, ‘i‘;;m”;”."”‘ l,{:}(lle: . He
/ ) The eldest hrother (ha'rles, whs killed MNoer it M 18 a0 now 19, Fa de-in
= § p ber. 1916 = % hospital at Hn'mlnghuml' Another son,
1 | about December, A, ; i Charlie 45 convalescent in  the Maples
4 | ¢ Prrvire Stoxey -Orxey. i Hospital, Hitchin, from wounds in the
> N 1] i é S : e
f \ letler from the Infantry “0(,0“’1. ; "[{'1.'.“\.'1“](.] ]1( 31] ]'I('*”\\‘I!]» W )[l)].: I{]u IA],I‘,f, s in
| | Officbr, Tslang Bridge, Dublin, states that Af B '”'I‘,{“‘ a8 1 Hl P{'} b‘lll:.- "“l“f““ "‘_k‘."“y‘
/ Private Sidney Olney, Royval Irish Fusi Eon, ,,“{.“,,};' Fiod om vinesscwhile working
| liers, second son of My ang M rs, Thomas pf 08 LT dactory
il 4 Olney, 4\1',1«1W\w’s-mt_t‘zngo,s‘, Was wounded in Privire Tgp Grorpsym,
| Egypt on March 10 The nature. of the e e that' Private Teq Gold.
i B e F stafa Miss Pollar 'rote o - - i : ; -
| wounds is not stated. ; M’VT [‘)]h“l"‘ Lote smith, voungest sonof Mr: and Mis, W,
\ | for_further information, hut received a Goldsmith Little © Giieen, hag been
\ | | reply thai they had cabled and 8ot no . f - wounded. in the les. This i« the second
\ f further news. " Private Olney, who used L e wotifided
| to work for My, Fra nklin, went to France * ] = h !
in.June, 1.‘915. being wounded in the arm | P —— ——
| the followingy month.  After- Jleave he | < : i
| | went to Salonika and wag  then trans- | 'Pirton Ylllage Hero'
I | ferred to Egypt. ~ Another son, Joseph |
Frank, is in India “vith the R.F.A . | ———
| Prrvare T, REYNOLDS. ; F D.C. M. FOR KILLING HUN SNIPERS.
| Writing from  the 26tn General Hos- e R e : § o
pital, Etiples, France Privato Frederich | e 8128‘1%‘:3‘2:5%?”’;;)2?13‘5 oy, ot
{ Reymnolds, Lancs, and Yorks, Regiment, | i OIS : - Badi

Regiment, of Pirton, who. had “won the
Distinguishied Conduct Medal.
: The deceased’s
« valour which ‘earne
T this- coveted honour
was a daring single-
handed enterprise
ahbout last February,
when Private Cham.
berlain, as the ** Lon.
aon  Gazette 2 an
nounced, “ entirely
onhis-ewn-initiative
went g search of g
sniper, found three
in a shell-hole, kiljed
hém, and returned
with Very lights afd
a trench lawp. .
afterwards accounted
tor three more* snip-
ers, “lying:  out for
j hours in * No Man’s
Land stalking them. He -also entered s |
| German pill-box and killed twelve more
Germans single-handed,”
~ Private Chamberlain was brought up
from a baby by his aunt, Mrs. Gazeley,
of A11(11*9“"s—00tt:1geﬂ. He formerly works
ed for Mr- James Walker, Little Green
farm, and joined up three years ago last
June, having heen in France over tvwo
and a. half years. :

eldest son of My, and Mrs. Frank Rey- '
nolds, ]l:m(lsvonﬂ)(‘--u)tfzag«w‘. Burge Tnd, !
says he was avounded on the 21st. - The |
official report says, “ gunsshot, shoulder |
and knee, severe,” Hg. was formerly :’r!

footman in privite service in® Scotland. !

\nother hrother, © Avthur, is with = the
{il';lli\jl()l'(; in Wiltshire, j
S EEEUS e L e s e

|
|
|

/
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KILLED SIX

{D.C.M. for Man - Who Stalked

= Pﬁ'fon’s First 'D.E.VM. =

The gallant boys of Pirton are suré_rj'
adding to the military glory of the vﬂ-‘

he latest distinction to be won is the
-D. for 20655 Private Henry George
Chamberlain, Suffolk Regiment, who was
brought up by his aunt, Mrs. Gazeley, of
Andrew’s-cottages, Pirton. =
The official award says: ‘“ The General
Officer Commanding ——— Brigade sends
you hearty congratulations on -winning
the D.C.M. for your very gallant conduet
at Zonnebeke. ~ You earned it well by
our splendid pluck.—R, M, Stevenson,
taff Captain. November 3, 1917.” :
Private Chamberlain, who is 38, joined
in: June, 1915, and went to France in
ay the following year. Last January
e was in hospital in England, suffering
from an injury sustained in action. He
{formerly worked for Mr, J. Walker,
farmer, Pirton. .

Enemy in No Man’s Land.
. FEIGNED DEATH IN YAIN,

Ma‘r‘ly stirring stories of the glorious valour of
our ‘ Tommies,” which has won the D.C.M.,

are told in last night’s supplement of the Lon-
don Gazette. |

One of the

 Pirton Soldier and the

Sniper.

The London Press has recounted the
stitring story of valour performed hy-
Private . G, Chamberlain, D.C.M., Suf.
folk Regiment, of Pirton. Entirvely on
his own initiative he went in search of*ar
1erman  sniper, and found three im a
shell ‘hole. He killed them and returned
with the viery lights and a trench lamyp.
He afterwards accounted for three more
stipers, He was further instrumental
in the capture of a “ pill-box  contain.
ing twelve Huns, who had been overlooked
by the front line troops. He also bayon-
etted several Germans who feigned death.

———— e

SNIPERS.

ne greatest heroes is Private H. G.
Chamberlain, Suffolk Regiment (Hitchin).

Entirely on his own initiative he went in
search of a sniper, found three in a shell hole,
‘killed them all, ‘and returned with Very lights !
and a trench lamup.

He afterwards accounted for three more
shipers, lying out for hours in No Man’s Land
and stalking them

|

i

~ PTE. A. R. JENKINS KILLED,—The
sorrow of many has been evoked at the
death in action of a fine soldier Private
Alfred Raymond Jenkins, Grenadier
'Guards, son of Mrs. Jenkins, Brampton
Cottage, Brampton Park-rd., Hitchin, Pte,
Jenkins was 21 years of age and single.
| He was employed on the railway, and left,
there in Jume, 1915, in order to join the
Guards. As a railway employee he
would not necessarily have had to join up,
buit he was anxious to do so, and he gave

|a week’s notice and joined. He stood

6ft. 13in. high. He went out to Framce
last June, and always wrote home cheer-
fully. Recently he asked his relatives to
' send him some Christmas pudding this
year, saying there was nothing like asking
in time. His last letter home, dated Sep-
tember 6, stated that he was resting in a
barn with about twenty others for a few
days after being in the trenches, and ex-
pected to go back to the trenches shortly.

Pte. F. Adams, Grenadier Guards, writ-

,ing to his wife, Mrs. Adams, of West.

alley, High-street, Hitchin, states he had
heard “that poor old Ray Jenkins was]|

i killed on the night of Saturday, Sept. 16,”

and had seen a posteard that came from

- up the line, sent by one of his old chums,

who was close to him when it happened.
Another of Mrs. Jenkins’ sons is in the

Royal Engineers at Chatham, and there
are younger 2 ?

gallan i -in the re-
serve .trenches on March 29. He is
the first Pirton soldier to be killed in
: = : ‘ V;g..ction, : ;




G TIRED O'JT ! 1’: ‘ Wk [Official Photograph.
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Battery “L” of the R.H.A. |
“tell you the story another day,
written in gold on the scroll of fame,

ad Davidson of th ‘Gunners' name,

‘argé'-gf Battery one, one, nine,
| Shrapnel raked by a German line, A '
Whose guns were hidden; where none could place,
Tl dic, or locate them,” writ on his face.
| His Battery masked by a churchyard wall, -
éﬁ Twelve lyddite shells' through the wrecked church

) fall, i :
iflg'h,e‘totberin.g steeple alone points high,
| “Seems certain death, but I can but try.?

So Davidson goes, with a telephone wire,

| And climbs that totiering rocking spire,
Clever with glass, he locates each gun,

- And wires to his men, and they smash each one.

[ For seven long hours, midst shrapnel shell,
He stays on that spire, till the dark eve fell.
Then down, with the telephone wire in hand,
 Back to his gallant Gunner band, )

| Safe and sound, when a searchlight flics,

| Iluming 'the murk of the dark’ning skies.

A sniper fires, and alas! alas! )
Through Davidson’s neck did that bullet pass.

| In at the spine, through his mouth it flew,
And what does the gallant Gunner do?

Instructs his men how to ba,u}kythe foe, |

| Then turns to the hospital tent to go.

With soldierly march and lifted head,
Plug this hole (‘hat they’ve drilled” —T" was all
he said. ) !

he 14th Brigade are proud of his fame,
nd swear by Gunner Dayidson’s name. ‘

fel ’ H. W. LATHOM.
ecember 15th, 1914. i

.8
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BRITISH ARTILLERY'S
 SPLENDID WORK. Il

'SIR  DOUGLAS HAIG'S
| APPRECIATION.”

: zlas Haig has issued the foilow~ |
Ing Special Order of the Day:— .} { ‘
-§ _ I wishto convéy to all ranks of the Royal |
| Regiment of Artillery my deep apprecias {

| tion of the splendid service rendered by | |
them in all stages of the Somme and Lys
battles since the opening of the enemy’s

Sir Doy,

attock,

. The difficult conditions imposed by a det
fensive fight against greatly superior num.
been faced with the s
courage 8nd devotion to duty which charag-
terised  the work of ‘all branches of the |
‘artillevy throughout the offensive battles |

bers hase

af 1917,

. With less constant and loyal co-oneration
on the part of both field, heavy, and sicge
batteries, the great bravery and determina-
tion' of the infantry could scarcely
availed to hold up ‘the enemy’s ad
The infanfry are the first to admit the
inestimable value of the artillery. support, |
50, ';"}ela.d.llilj,'2 gi;req them on all f%oea'ﬁion,su‘;'; i
e knowledge possessed by each arm,
doub| eonﬁrgxe?a;“ *'bK’ i ‘y am,
alrea {Vpa,sse‘d through successfully, that
y with absolute confidence upon ¢
. most whole-hearted and
co-op&r‘b‘t’i&n of the‘b otlrelri,,f i ol
possible assurance thag all further 2 ssaults |
of the entmy will be met and defeate W

4 X L

D RN

“DEEP |

o skill,

arcely bave
8, ||

the severe  tests

it
‘the |
sew»mrmci;sgy
s the greatest

R
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